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Education 
experts cast 
doubt over 
still ‘failing’ 
academies 


Exclusive by Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

SERIOUS doubt has been cast over the fu¬ 
ture of the academy system as evidence 
reveals it has had little or no impact on 
the county’s struggling schools. 

In the most worrying cases, ‘failing’ 
schools which were turned into acad¬ 
emies under the Labour government 
are continuing to underachieve, with 
two highlighted as among the worst 
performing in the country. 

Honorary secretary of the Kent divi¬ 
sion of the National Union of Teachers 
(NUT) John Walder said the “buzz” sur¬ 
rounding academies simply covered up 
underlying problems. 

“There is no evidence that just by 
becoming an academy schools will im¬ 
prove,” he said. 

“They may benefit from more money 
and new buildings, but while they are 


living off the buzz the problems still re¬ 
main. Schools that are on the up and 
become academies continue to go up, 
and schools that are down and become 
academies stay down. 

“It makes no difference.” 

Schools that become academies are 
free of local authority control and have 
access to more funding. 

But GCSE figures for the past three years 
show little improvements in academies 
in Kent and Medway, with a handful fail¬ 
ing to meet the Government target of 3 5 
per cent of pupils achieving five good 
GCSEs including English and maths. 

Archers Court Maths and Computing 
College became Dover Christ Church 
Academy in September, 2010, but it 
has remained below the target at 2 8 per 
cent for the past two years. 

Medway Community College and 
Chatham South School merged to 
Continued on page 2 




BOB BACK ON THE HOP 
FOR MUSIC FESTIVAL 

SECOND COMING: Rock Legend Bob Dylan will play again at Hop Farm - SEE INSIDE 



TRANSPORT 

M20 Olympic 
runway plans 

A SECRET meeting is being 
held this morning to discuss 
plans by London Mayor Boris 
Johnson to close a section of 
the M20 during the Olympics 
- so it can be used as a runway. 

Planes would land on the 
tarmac and athletes and VIPs 
would be taken to the Olympic 
stadium by car. PAGE 2 


ECONOMY 

Pasty tax leads 
to chip wars 

UNDER-FIRE chancellor 
George Osborne could have in¬ 
advertently sparked a chip war 
in Kent with his controversial 
‘pasty tax’. The new VAT rules 
mean it could make sense for 
bakers to start selling chips 
along with hot pasties, putting 
them in competition with fish 
and chip shops. PAGE 5 


SPORT 

BTCC kicking 
off at Brands 

MOTORSPORT fans will 
be chomping at the bit this 
weekend as the British Touring 
Car Championship kicks off 
at Brands Hatch, ushering in 
a hectic season for petrol- 
heads. Kent's own Motorbase 
Performance team will be 
competing under a new name 
- Redstone Racing. PAGE 75 
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TODAY: Dry, but fairly cloudy. Some 
sunshine will develop. Gentle winds. Max 
temp 11C (52F). TONIGHT: dry with 
clear spells. Min temp 3-6C (37-43F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover 06.39 5.1 19.27 5,2 
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‘Becoming an academy does not improve performance’ 


Continued from front page 

become the Bishop of Rochester 
Academy in September, 2010, and 
despite the change in status was 
exposed as one of the worst performing 
schools in the county, with just 16 per 
cent of its pupils achieving the bench¬ 
mark of five good GCSEs. 

The Isle of Sheppey Academy, which 
opened in 2009, met the target 35 per 
cent but was served a Notice to 
Improve by Ofsted earlier this year. 

And in one of the most shocking 
cases, the Marlowe Academy, which 
replaced the Ramsgate School with a 
£30m rebuild in 2005, was this week 
put in ‘special measures' by Ofsted 
after inspectors said standards were 
well below the national average. 

While the number of children gaining 
five good GCSEs had improved at the 
school, the figure only stood at 20 per 
cent in 2011 - well below the Govern¬ 
ment benchmark. It is also the second 
time the school's failings have been 
exposed by Ofsted, after being served a 


Notice to Improve in October, 2010. 

The New Line Learning Academy in 
Maidstone, which opened in 2010, saw 
just 30 per cent of its pupils meeting 
the Government GCSE target - seven 
per cent down from the previous year. 

All these are examples of old-style 
academies, which were planned or 
opened under Labour. 

Through education secretary Michael 
Gove's new system any school can 
become an academy and schools marked 
as outstanding were invited to apply first. 

But education experts said it was 
unlikely to make any difference. They 
claimed academy status did not tackle 
problems, including social deprivation. 

The Marlowe Academy’s catchment 
area includes one of the most deprived 
wards in Kent, and Mr Walder said 
while he did not want to comment 
specifically on the school, he admitted 
the £30m revamp five years ago was 
just a "tart-up" covering up problems. 

He said: "There is no evidence to say 
turning into an academy improves the 


level of performance. 

"I don't agree with the attack on the 
democratic schooling system. That's one 
of the problems here; schools which are 
not academies are democratically 
controlled and open to scrutiny. But who 
is accountable with academies?" 

Gravesend-based education expert 
Peter Read said he could not see how 
becoming an academy would have any 
impact on performance. "Unless there 
has been unsatisfactory leadership in 
the past and leadership improves, I 
can't see how it has an affect," he said. 

"The assumption that turning a school 
into an academy would improve 
standards proved to be false and the 
Marlowe Academy and Isle of Sheppey 
Academy underline that. The big issue is 
parents don't want to send their children to 
these schools; the Marlowe is half empty 
and over half empty for the coming year. 

"These schools aren't viable." 

Corporate director for education, 
learning and skills at Kent County 
Council Patrick Leeson said when an 


academy approaches the authority for 
help it provides it with support. 

“If an academy was in need of any 
support for improvement, their first port 
of call would be their lead sponsor or 
trust. Where an academy approaches us 
for advice or support we provide all the 
support and guidance at our disposal." 

A Department for Education spokes¬ 
woman defended academies and said 
they were improving at twice the rate of 
other schools. But she admitted results in 
a minority remained "stubbornly low". 

"We will not tolerate underperform¬ 
ance year after year - academy or not. 
We are taking tough action on all 
underperforming schools," she said. 

"In March, 2011, the Secretary of State 
required the sponsors of all academies 
below the 2010 floor standard to provide 
plans on how they were going to make 
rapid and sustained improvements. This 
request included a number of sponsored 
academies in Kent. In 2011, the number 
below the floor standard or in Ofsted 
category fell from eight to five." 


TRANSPORT 

Boris’s secret plans to use M20 as 
runway for Olympic VIP airplanes 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

ORGANISERS of the Olympic Games 
have held hush-hush talks with high¬ 
ways chiefs over temporarily closing a 
section of the M20 to allow light aircraft 
to use the tarmac as an extra runway. 

The proposals - which would spark 
huge disruption to the county’s mai n 
road link - would see extra VIP flights 
unable to land at Biggin Hill or London 
City airports, arrive and their passen¬ 
gers be collected by waiting limousines. 

The cars would whisk them straight 
to the Olympic Village in Stratford. 

And it is believed the plans are the 
brainchild of London Mayor Boris John¬ 
son - who has already attracted wide¬ 
spread controversy for his proposal to 
build an airport in the Thames Estuary. 

The proposals are understood to have 
won the support of security bosses who 


believe sealing off the road would provide 
an excellent opportunity to bring in roy¬ 
alty and superstars like Usain Bolt. 

Passport checks would be done by 
customs officers who would meet the 
planes. There would also be a perma¬ 
nent armed police presence. 

According to files seen by this news¬ 
paper, the section of motorway closing 
would be between junctions seven and 
eight near Maidstone. The stretch is 
straight and surrounded by open coun¬ 
tryside, thus limiting disruption. 

A source close to the negotiations told 
us: “The London Organising Committee 
for the Olympic Games has been growing 
concerned about getting the VIPs into the 
county as so many want to witness the 
event. Kent County Council at first point¬ 
ed them in the direction of Manston, but 
with the airport going up for sale and con¬ 
cerns about the travel time on the road 
from Thanet to London, they decided to 


look outside the box. From what we un¬ 
derstand, it was Boris Johnson’s office 
which suggested the motorway route. 

“With capacity at Biggin Hill, Ro¬ 
chester and London City airports close 
to breaking point during the Games, 
they at first made enquiries about using 
a section of the M2. The only problem is 
that as it’s only two lanes, it was just a 
little too narrow. The M20, on the other 
hand, was just right. 

“The thinking is that if they land just 
before Maidstone, if there were to be 
any problems further up the M20, the 
VIPs could be whisked up through De- 
tling and onto the M2. Either way, 
you’re only a little over 30 minutes 
drive away from the Olympic Village. 

“I’m sure Boris is delighted, He seems 
determined to make Kent just a giant 
arrival and departure zone for visitors 
to London.” 

A spokesman for 100m hero Usain 



YOU MUST BE JOKING: Boris Johnson 


Bolt told us: “Usain loves the idea of 
landing on the motorway. He’s heard of 
Kent of course, and likes the idea of 
swooping in and getting a good view of 
Leeds Castle. He’d be a fool not to.” 

The files are believed to be discussed 
at a special meeting this morning, April 
1, by Kent County Council. 

Codenamed Boris Runway, it is be¬ 
lieved the talks will be over by noon. 


GARAGE DOORS 

CRAZY SALE MADNESS 

Top of the range ‘remote controlled’ insulated aluminium rolling 
garage door, superb product maintenance free. 

Totally secure and fully guaranteed. 

RRP £2,155.00 

NOW JUST £699 



TO SEE THIS ‘SEGURO’ DOOR 
WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION 


TEL: 01622 765993 


INC VAT & FITTED FREE!!* 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call: 01622 765993 Quote Ref K.O.S 


MAIDSTONE • CANTERBURY 
CROYDON • COLCHESTER 

www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk 
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TELEVISION 



SHOCK AND 
SNORE: 20- 

year-oLd Maria 
O'Connor fell 
foul of Lord 
Sugar, who 
fired her from 
her bid to 
become The 
Apprentice 


I knew Lord Sugar would fire me 
says ‘shouty’ Apprentice star, Maria 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

SELF-CONFESSED maneater Maria O’Connor 
failed to make Lord Sugar fall in love with her on 
The Apprentice - and got herself fired. 

Before the series started, she boasted about be¬ 
ing able to wrap the grumpy boss, and pretty 
much any other man, around her little finger be¬ 
fore simply ditching them after getting what she 
wanted. 

But the 20-year-old owner of Greek restaurant 
Elizavet, in Sandwich, was unceremoniously 
booted off the show on Wednesday night. 

Before she became the second in the series to 


Maria admits she is outspoken, and she was 
arrested at the age of 17 along with her then- 
boyfriend, and released without charge. 

Of her time at Mortimers restaurant in her 
home town of Herne Bay, she hit back at claims 
she gave elderly diners heart attacks because her 
dress style. 

She said: “God knows what they are saying 
there. I was in a black shirt and trousers, I didn’t 
think that would give people a heart attack. ” 

And of taking a 20-second snooze in the car, 
she blamed fellow contestant Jane McEvoy for 
doing her hair at 4am after Maria got to bed after 
midnight. 

She said: “I wasn’t sleeping. She was stomping 


who the finalists are, but admits she is amazed at 
some of those who made it through.Maria said: 
“I was surprised.” 

And she quickly moved to deny she is in a rela¬ 
tionship with anyone on the show, especially 
Duane Bryan. 

On her restaurant, which is taken from a family 
named handed down through the generations, 
and is Maria’s middle name, she said: “I worked 
hard. It’s all my own money. No loans either. I 
just worked really hard rather than going out and 
getting drunk and I saved my money.” 

■ Read all the very latest news and sport 
headlines at www.yoursandwich.co.uk. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hosepipe ban to start 

WATER chiefs are reminding people that Kent's 
hospepipe ban comes into force on Thursday, ApriL 
5. The hosepipe ban includes watering a garden or 
plants; cleaning a car or boat; filling a swimming or 
paddling pool; filling a pond or ornamental 
fountain; cleaning walls or windows of a home; and 
cleaning paths or patios. A spokesman for Veolia 
Water, one of Kent's suppliers, said: "We have to 
carefully manage the water we have to see us 
through the summer months." 

^Police union strike vote 

THE Police Federation is to ballot its members 
on industrial rights, in response to proposals to 
remove officers' protections, including a ‘no 
redundancy' deal. Kent Police Federation 
chairman Ian Pointon said: "This government 
has deliberately steered themselves onto a 
collision course with police officers. Only they 
know their motivation for that. Officers believe 
these attacks on their protections go far beyond 
‘everyone being in this together'." 

^Sheep virus spreads 

KENT still has the country’s highest number of 
outbreaks of Schmallenberg virus, which causes 
lambs to be stillborn or badly deformed. Of 223 
farms hit across the country, Kent has 37 sheep 
farms with infections, and four cattle farms. 

The disease arrived in infected midges that 
travelled across the Channel from Europe. A 
vaccine against the disease may be up to two 
years away. 


be fired by Lord Sugar, his sidekick Nick Hewer 
said: “She is just a bit shouty, I think. She is a 
very noisy young woman. ” 

And Lord Sugar said: “It looks like she just 
wants to row. She looks a fiery person.” And 
Karren Brady said: “Maria has got lots of energy, 
but she just doesn’t know how to channel it.” 

Before she was fired, Maria was told by her 
team leader that she didn’t pull her weight on 
the task to create a household gadget, despite 
another boast in the show that she will have five 
Kent restaurants by the time she’s 25. 

Her card may well have been marked after she 
fell asleep during a car ride as her team discussed 
whether to go with a ‘tap cosy’ or a child’s bath 
splash protector. They went with the bath pro¬ 
tector, and failed miserably against the men’s 
food waste compactor. 

And she knows why their product didn’t win 
- she told KoS: “It was s**t.” 


about at 4am. I think it was one of her tactics.” 

The restaurateur believes she was hung out to 
dry by her team because she didn’t fit the typical 
businesswoman mould. 

Maria said: “I stood out from the others and set 
myself up to fall there. But really, what does it 
matter? I knew I wouldn’t win, but I thought I 
would give it a go and if I won, I won. When I 
entered it, I did it on a whim, But it was amazing. 
I enjoyed every moment.” 

To get on, she had to undergo about 10 inter¬ 
views after filling out an online application. 

Maria said: “They don’t do it on looks, and 
there is not a screen test, it’s all done on your 
character. Even the interviews were enjoyable. 

“I would recommend everyone to have a go. It is 
an experience of a lifetime. I have made loads of 
friends, and it can expand your business contacts. 

“It’s really beneficial for running a business.” 

The show was filmed last year, and she knows 


DEATH 

Controversial amusement park 
boss Jimmy Godden passes away 


ONE of Kent's most high-profile businessmen - 
famous for his seafront amusements empire - 
lost his battle with cancer this week. 

Jimmy Godden passed away at the Royal 
Marsden Hospital in London on Tuesday. 

He had been receiving treatment for cancer 
for two years. 

His family told KoS they would be releasing a 
statement at an appropriate time. 

Mr Godden, who was born in Folkestone, 
was most well known for his amusements 
businesses, including the Dreamland fun park 
in Margate, which he bought off the Bembom 
family in 1996. 

The park boasted the popular Grade IF Scenic 
Railway ride. 

Mr Godden also operated Ramsgate Pleasure 


Park, which was on the site of former Ramsgate 
Harbour railway station, Rotunda theme park on 
Folkestone seafront in the town where he was 
born, and an amusement park in Dymchurch. 

His wide portfolio of properties and invest¬ 
ments included JG's amusement arcades in 
Thanet and Dover. 

In 2003, Mr Godden announced Dreamland 
would close and the land to become a retail and 
commercial site. 

But after opposition plans were put forward 
to change it into a heritage theme park. 
Proposals are currently under inquiry. 

Mr Godden became a controversial figure 
after closing his amusement parks for redevel¬ 
opment, including Rotunda and the Ramsgate 
Pleasure Park. 
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Easter Family Fun 



6-9 April 

This Easter, Leeds Castle has got the key to a perfect 
weekend of family fun. 

Follow the trail through the grounds to collect a chocolate 
Easter egg prize from the Bunny Burrow. With Easter egg 
archery, face painting, crafts and animals. 


Pay once and visit all year round 

Terms and conditions apply. Visit our website for details and ticket prices. 

f Q leeds-castle.com 

“The Loveliest Castle in the World” 
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Nasons 

Look Out For Our Great Deals! 


Unbeatable dining furniture offers 

Regal Oak 

For those who desire a modern lighter finish 
combined with a classic elegance. Extending 
twin pedestal dining table 
Usually £940 

Special Offer Price £749 

Chair usually £139 

Special Offer Price £109 


Lacquered collection ideal for dining rooms 
where space is at a premium. Square extending 

dining table 
Usually £479 

Special Offer Price £379 

Chair usually £145 

Special Offer Price £115 


Visit our website at www.nasons.co.uk 


25,000 sq ft of beautiful furniture for your home, including famous brands such as 

Stressless, Sherborne, G Plan upholstery, laZboy, Relyon, Slumberland and more. 

Hamm £2w Nasons Furniture & Bed Store 

Maynard Road, Wincheap Estate, Canterbury 

01227 463550 

Open Monday to Saturday 9.00am - 5.30pm Sundays 10.00am - 4.00pm 
of Canterb r F fee ^ e ^ ver y (conditions apply) Plenty of parking 
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Vito Menu Servicing 


Oil Service 

£13 

Maintenance Service 

£23 

Front Brake Pads 

£9 

Rear Brake Pads 

£8 

Wiper Blades 

£3 

Health Check 

F 

All prices are subject to V.A.T. Offer excludes Vito 

120 RO.A 

Sparshatts of Kent Ltd 


0844 396 II 22 www.sparshatts.co.uk 

Ashford : Dartford : Sittingbourne : Tunbridge Wells 


TRANSPORT 


Towers closure congestion ‘not as 
bad as we feared' says road chief 


ROAD managers in Canterbury say they are keep¬ 
ing their fingers crossed after the closure of the 
Westgate Towers, which started on Monday. 

The new traffic scheme is part of a year’s trial 
to see if traffic can be permanently stopped from 
going through the historic building and improve 
the air quality in the St Dunstan’s area. 

Closing the Westgate Towers to traffic means 
that vehicles approaching the city from Whitsta- 
ble will be redirected via Canterbury West sta¬ 
tion to the town’s ring road. 

Executive member for transportation Cllr Pe¬ 
ter Vickery-Jones said: “We did face the first 
morning with tremendous trepidation as frankly 
we had no idea how it would go. You can fore¬ 
cast things as much as you like. 

“It was not as bad as I had feared; in the St 
Dunstan’s area the traffic was no more than you 
would have expected on a normal day, but it 
may have been people were keeping away. ” 

Along with the closure of the 14th century de¬ 
fensive gateway to the city a number of surround¬ 
ing roads have been closed. A new traffic light sys¬ 
tem allows buses and taxis to drive alongside the 
towers, but this route is closed to general traffic. 

On the first morning the new road layout did 
seem to have some repercussions for drivers. Al¬ 
though rush-hour traffic seemed to keep moving 
as the day went on, traffic was reported to be tail¬ 
ing back further back along St Dunstan’s Road. 

Cllr Vickery-Jones said: “There may have been 
knock-on affects elsewhere. I understand com¬ 
ing out of Asda on Sturry Road was worse than 


TRAFFIC FREE: Canterbury's Westgate Towers 

normal but we hope that will settle down. ” 

The council wants to protect the towers which 
were regularly damaged by large lorries and buses 
that squeezed through the ancient archway. 

Cllr Vickery-Jones said: “The last thing we 
want to do is ruin people’s lives, what we are try¬ 
ing to do is improve people’s lives and in so doing 
it will protect the Westgate Towers. 

“Canterbury cannot be ruled by the car. It is 
too vital and important for all of us for that to 
happen. People should be able to enjoy it prop¬ 
erly as it should be.” 

The council will monitor traffic flow and air 
quality in the area for the next year. By the second 
day traffic was reported to be moving more freely. 


A PASTY?: Chancellor George Osborne 


^Pond deaths drug ban 

A LEGAL high Linked to the death of two men from 
Canterbury is the first drug to be banned under 
new Legislation. Methoxetamine, also known as 
MXE, has been described as a designer drug used 
on the dance scene. It will be made illegal under a 
Temporary Class Drug Order while the Home 
Office decides if it should be permanently 
controlled. Buskers Hugo Wenn, 17, and Daniel 
Lloyd, 25, drowned in Reed Pond in Canterbury in 
January. Both taken MXE before they died. 

^Dinner tribute to chef 

JANET Street-Porter will be guest of honour at 
a fund-raising tribute dinner for Jonny Dunhill, 
owner of Ramsgate's Eddie Gilbert's restaurant 
and wet fish shop, who died in February, aged 
49. The six-course dinner, at Thanet College's 
Bay View Restaurant in Broadstairs, is on 
Monday, May 28. Tickets cost £30. The dinner 
will raise funds for Pilgrims Hospice in Margate, 
and to create an annual bursary scheme for 
students of Kent's catering colleges. 

^Pupils get the bird 

STUDENTS across Kent have been monitoring 
the attendance of feathered visitors to their 
schools in the RSPB's Big Schools Birdwatch 
survey. The blackbird came top of the class, 
with an average of 5.6 birds being accounted for 
in 89.2 per cent of schools. The starling came in 
a close second, with an average of 4.58 birds 
per school being registered in 53 per cent of 
schools. The blackheaded gull was the third. 


ECONOMY 

High streets could feel 
the heat as businesses 
battle over ‘pasty tax’ 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hiLL@archant.co.uk 

CONTROVERSIAL plans to put VAT on hot pies 
and pasties could spark a new hot food war on 
the high street, according to the boss of one of 
Kent’s biggest independent food retailers. 

Andrew Rook of JC Rook and Sons, which has 
fresh meat outlets across the county, believes it 
could see butchers and bakers go head-to-head 
with traditional fish and chip shops in a bid to 
make up money lost from customers put off by 
the price hikes. 

At present, VAT does not apply to a pie that 
has been baked on the premises and sold to cus¬ 
tomers as it is cooling down. 

However, if it is heated up by the shop to be 
sold to the hungry customer, VAT does have to 
be applied. 

Chancellor George Osborne is looking to close 
what is seen as a loophole in the legislation by 
making any food product sold above the ambient 
temperature of the store slapped with VAT. 

It has made headlines this week as the so- 
called ‘pasty tax’. 

It is designed to stop the likes of Greggs and the 
major supermarkets selling what is essentially 
take-away food but without the 20 per cent add¬ 
ed VAT that would be payable. 

Mr Rook, who has 16 outlets including stores 
in Maidstone, Broadstairs, Whitstable, Hythe, 
Sittingbourne and Tunbridge Wells, said: “In the 


past we have not offered chips because we did 
not want to be in the VAT bracket. 

“But what this change will do is move a lot of 
the goalposts. In the short term we may expect 
some loss of trade as prices will rise, but we are 
going to look at other things we can do to coun¬ 
ter its impact.” 

And that could include offering chips along¬ 
side the shops’ pasties and pies. 

The new regulations, outlined in last week’s 
Budget, will come into force on October 1. 

Mr Rook added: “It is a bit hard to tell how it 
will affect us until it comes in. Overall I think it 
will mean that we can do other things to comple¬ 
ment what we offer the customer.” 

The legislation has been criticised for hitting 
the pockets of already hard-pressed consumers. 

It has also been said that it will be impossible 
to enforce the tax because of confusion on 
how it is applied. 

Mr Rook said: “At what point do you call 
something a hot pie or just a pie that is still 
warm. It is all very ambiguous at the moment 
and that why the bill will have to go through 
Parliament to try and iron out these issues.” 

Simon Reynolds from the bakers AE Barrow 
and Sons in Sittingbourne added: “This is some¬ 
thing that has happened for a long time in the 
industry. 

“At the moment if we heat a pasty up for a cus¬ 
tomer we have to ring it through the till with the 
VAT added, if it is cold we do not.” 
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ANIMAL EXPORTS 


Warning notices issued to 
lorries carrying live exports 
as RSPCA vows to get tough 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hiU@archant.co.uk 

THE RSPCA has sent inspectors to 
Ramsgate to monitor the export of live 
animals from the town’s harbour. 

It comes after the a nim al welfare char¬ 
ity’s new chief executive, Gavin Grant, 
met with Thanet District Council. 

The meeting also involved members 
of the group Compassion in World 
Farming (CIWF) along with local 
campaigners who have protested 
against the trade which began from 
the port nearly a year ago. 


Chief Inspector Dermot Murphy 
said: “The RSPCA is against the long¬ 
distance transport of live animals for 
slaughter or further fattening, and we 
were at Ramsgate port, at the agree¬ 
ment of Thanet District Council and 
Animal Health, to ensure welfare 
rules are not being flouted. 

“The RSPCA has been making sure 
the animals have access to water, that 
there are non-slip floors or bedding 
down, and that the calves and sheep 
are in a fit condition to travel. We have 
made it clear that if there are breaches 
of the rules we will take action.” 


Four lorries carrying around 1,800 
sheep and 100 calves, arrived at the 
port on Wednesday. 

They were greeted by protesters as 
they entered the harbour. The RSPCA 
inspectors assessed the welfare of the 
animals and examined the trucks. 

Two hauliers were issued with RSPCA 
warning notices - one for having bro¬ 
ken ventilation fans and another for 
mixing sheep, including some with 
horns, from different flocks in the same 
lorry. Government body Animal Health 
also issued similar notices. 

A vet was also present to check the 



MAKING A STAND: Animal rights protestors target Lorries entering Ramsgate port 
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animals were in a fit state to travel. 

Mr Murphy added: “We hoped the 
days of seeing lorry loads of calves and 
sheep being shipped to Europe where 
they can face long journeys and may 
be reared in conditions which would 
be illegal here, were long behind us. 

“Sadly that is not the case, but while 
this trade continues the RSPCA will be 
at ports checking the welfare of 
the animals.” 

The RSPCA has said it has seri¬ 
ous concerns about the suitability 
of the slow-moving boat, the Jo- 
line, which is being used to ship 
animals abroad as it can take up 
to six hours to make the crossing. 

Mr Murphy added: “This is the 
first time the RSPCA has been in¬ 
volved in a port inspection for a 
number of years, so in a sense we 
are starting again. 

“The whole operation went 
well. We have to be careful not to 
stress the animals anymore than 
they already are in the truck. 
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“We believe meat should be a car¬ 
cass-only trade. We will look to make 
this a regular operation to see what 
we can do to make this trade as safe as 
possible.” 

According to Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion requests submitted by Compas¬ 
sion in World Farming, 9,000 calves 
went through Kent ports last year. 

The NFU has said it will work with 
CIWF to find a long-term alternative 
to the calf trade, but it defends its 
members exporting animals. 

NFU chief dairy adviser Robert 
Newbery said: “The free trade and 
movement of farm animals between 
EU member states is a legitimate and 
lawful activity which is inspected and 
subject to strict legislative controls fo¬ 
cused on guaranteeing high standards 
of animal health and welfare - an is¬ 
sue which we take very seriously. 

“The NFU supports these controls 
and has continuously argued for a 
high standard of enforcement across 
all EU member states.” 



SEARCHING: RSPCA inspectors check out the Lorries before their crossing 

PETROL CRISIS 

Fire crews’ warning on storing fuel 
after minister sparks panic buying 


FIREFIGHTERS have warned about 
the dangers of storing petroL after 
Cabinet Office minister Francis 
Maude advised drivers to store fueL 
in a jerrycan in their garage. 

His advice sparked panic buying 
of fueL and came after Unite union 
drivers, who suppLy 90 per cent of 
UK forecourts, voted to strike. 

Kent Fire and Rescue Service 
(KFRS) said whiLe the industriaL 
action wiLL not have any affect on 
its frontLine services, the pubLic 
shouLd be aware of the fire risks 


around the storage of fueLs. 

KFRS head of community safety 
Stuart SkiLton said: "We are remind¬ 
ing residents petroL is a hazard as it 
gives off a highLy fLammabLe vapour 
and must be handLed with extreme 
care. It shouLd be kept away from 
any means of ignition and peopLe 
shouLd never smoke around it. 

"We strongLy advise against buLk 
buying and storage of petroL and 
peopLe need to be aware that there 
are strict reguLations about how 
and where it is kept." 
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GAY RIGHTS 

Campaigner Tatchell 
backs council’s debate 
on same-sex marriage 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hiU@archcant.co.uk 

LEADING gay rights campaigner Peter Tatchell 
has backed a move by Thanet councillors to be 
the first town hall in England to support same- 
sex marriage. 

A motion has been put forward by independ¬ 
ent members Ian Driver and John Worrow to 
respond to a consultation document sent out by 
the Government. It will be debated in the council 
chamber on April 18. 

The issue has created controversy amongst 
some opposition councillors who say it is a waste 
of public time and money. 

Mr Tatchell said: “This is a trailblazing initia¬ 
tive. As far as I know Thanet is the first council in 
the country to propose such a motion and I hope 
other councils will follow its lead.” 

The proposed legislation, promoted by the 
minister for equality Lynn Featherstone and 
backed by Prime Minister David Cameron, would 
allow same-sex couples to marry in a register 
office or other civil ceremony. The new law 
would not apply to religious services. 

Cllr Driver said: “The consultation document 
was sent out requesting lots of different groups to 


make comments to the Government. One of 
those groups happens to be local authorities.” 

Thanet District Council has no powers when it 
comes to civil marriages which come under the 
remit of Kent County Council. 

The motion has been described by some Con¬ 
servative members in Thanet as gesture politics. 

Conservative Cllr Simon Moores says the issue 
has caused heated debate on his website. 

He said: “There have been an unprecedented 
number of comments from people who feel the 
council should be concentrating on delivering 
services in these challenging times. 

“We should be concentrating on things we 
can do to make things better for local people than 
debating matters that are more in the realm of 
church and state.” 

But Cllr Driver said: “In truth, the amount of 
time that will be spent on this debate will be 
about 30 minutes. Out of all the thousands of 
council hours spent on other things, it really is 
very little. This is a small proportion and a tiny 
price to pay for a matter of principle.” 

The councillor has set up a Facebook page 
‘Thanet Loves Equal Marriage’ to get support for 
the motion. 

He said: “A lot of people in the lesbian and gay 



DIVIDED: Thanet councillors split over gay debate 

community see civil partnerships as a halfway 
house. It is a matter of principle that lesbian and 
gay people can have a ceremony that is exactly 
the same as I had with my wife.” 

Canterbury MP Julian Brazier has described 
the proposal as a move that would damage a 
“treasured institution” and have unforeseen 
consequences. 

He has argued that legalising gay marriage 
would inevitably lead to other forms of marriage, 
such as those under Sharia law, being intro¬ 
duced into the UK. 

But Mr Tatchell said the issue applied to both 
straight and gay couples. 

He said: “It is insulting and offensive to have a 
system of sexual segregation in law; where gay 
couples are banned from marriage and straight 
couples are banned from civil partnerships. 

“No-one would accept the Government telling 
black people that they are banned from marriage 
and offering the civil partnerships instead.” 

■ You can read all the very latest news and 
sport headlines at www.yourthanet.co.uk. 


TRANSPORT 

HS1 figures prediction 
was ‘hugely optimistic’ 

A REPORT has revealed the number of interna¬ 
tional passengers using the HS1 Channel Tunnel 
high-speed rail line is two-thirds lower than 
expected. 

The National Audit Office (NAO) said passenger 
numbers between 2007-11 were just two-thirds of 
the Level forecast by the Department for Trans- 
port, and that predictions were "hugely optimistic". 

The government department said it has now 
improved its forecast model. 

The NAO said the Department for Transport 
was only now developing its plan to see whether 
the project was value for money. 


TRIBUTE 

Death of former Biggin 
Hill airport director 

STAFF at Biggin Hill Airport have been mourning 
the death of Squadron Leader Jock Maitland, 
who was an RAF fighter pilot before becoming 
the first civilian director of the airport in 1959. 

He was also the founder of the International 
Air Fair series that ran for 48 years. 

Mr Maitland was 87 when he passed away 
peacefully at his retirement home in Pembrey, 
Carmarthenshire. 

During his 15-year career in the RAF he saw 
action in the Korean war in the Middle East. 

In 2007 he received an MBE for services to 
aviation. 
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HEAVEN-SENT: The new telescope will help the Mid-Kent Astronomical Society with their work and 
provide even more breathtaking images, like this one of Jupiter captured by Gavin Lacey 

ASTRONOMY 

Observatory’s donation 
of top telescope leaves 
society all starry-eyed 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

THE heavens are about to come a little closer to 
Kent after a team of stargazers staged a major 
coup to obtain one of Britain’s best telescopes. 

The Royal Observatory, Edinburgh, has agreed 
to give one of its professional telescopes to the 
organisation. 

The Mid-Kent Astronomical Society already 
had its head in the clouds after staging a series of 
astonishing displays of its equipment for the 
public to use when they appeared on the BBC’s 
Stargazing Live programmes earlier this year. 

Best loved on the evenings were 
the mountains on the Moon and 
awe-inspiring close-up views of 
Jupiter. 

Now with the Edinburgh 
telescope on its way to the 
county, local stargazers 
will have an even better 
view of the sky at night. 

Noel Clark, from the 
society said: “If people 
found the views through 
our other telescopes ex¬ 
citing, they will feel their 
brains being sucked into 
space by this baby.” 

The Grubb Parsons half¬ 
metre aperture telescope is one of 
the largest in amateur hands. It was 
originally built in 1967 to train students at 
Edinburgh University, but it is now upgrading 
and making its original equipment available. 

Local haulier Matt Swain has even agreed to 
transport the huge piece of scientific equipment 
for free. 

The donated telescope will be housed at the 
James Irwin Observatory in the grounds of Can¬ 
terbury Academy and Adult Education Centre. 

The society has a programme to refurbish the 
telescope, equip it with new instruments and use 
it for public observing, and to support science 
teachers delivering astronomy in local schools. 

The society’s plans include providing disabled 


access by making live viewing possible in the 
ground floor warm-room, and providing access 
to observing sessions via the internet. 

Mike Phillips, chairman of the Mid-Kent As¬ 
tronomical Society, said: “We have big plans for 
this telescope to provide views of our universe to 
school groups and all who are interested. 

“We look forward to introducing many more 
people to the wonders of the night sky.” 

He added: “Being awarded this incredible tele¬ 
scope is a real privilege. Our members’ many 
years of experience and joy at observing the 
night sky can be built on, and research en¬ 
hanced. It will harness enthusiasm as well as 
providing a much-needed resource for 
educational establishments and 
societies interested in astrono¬ 
my across Kent.” 

The telescope presently 
sits on top of the Royal 
Observatory building in 
Edinburgh. 

To remove it, the two- 
tonne dome will be lifted 
and a crane will lower it 
down in one piece. 

The observatory re¬ 
ceived more than a dozen 
applications from Europe 
and America for the equip¬ 
ment, but the one from Kent 
stood out, resulting in a stunned 
Mr Phillips receiving a telephone call 
to say the bid had been successful. 

Mark Collins, of the UK Astronomy Technolo¬ 
gy Centre at the Royal Observatory Edinburgh, 
will oversee the removal. 

He said: “The Kent society made an excellent 
case for acquiring the telescope and we are glad 
that it will continue to give service to UK astron¬ 
omers for many years to come.” 

Anyone wishing to look at the stars, or who 
is interested in the telescope can contact the 
group through its website at www.midkentas- 
tro.org.uk. 

■ Read all the very latest news and sport 
headlines at www.yourcanterbury.co.uk. 



BUSINESS 

Game over as retailer 
hits off button for good 

A NUMBER of Kent stores of video game retailer 
Game are on the closure list after the firm fell 
into administration this week. Adminstrators 
said 277 of its 609 Game or Gamestation stores 
would close immediately, with the loss of more 
than 2,000 jobs nationwide. In Kent they include 
outlets in Ashford's County Square, Bluewater, 
Bromley Hight Street, Canterbury High Street, 
Maidstone's Chequers and Ramsgate High Street. 


FIRE 

Man suffers burns 
after chip pan blaze 

A MAN from Deal had to be treated for burns 
and smoke inhalation after he attempted to put 
out a fire caused by a chip pan. Fire crews were 
called to the blaze in Canute Road at around 
6.40pm on Monday and brought the man to 
safety. Crew manager Paul Evans said: "After 
phoning 999, he mistakenly tried to tackle the 
fire himself, before evacuating the property but 
suffered minor burns to his hands in the process." 
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NATURE 

Exotic beetle outbreak 
a threat to native trees 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

TREES across Britain could be seriously affected 
by an invasion in Kent of the dreaded Asian 
longhorn beetle. 

The bug is not naturally found in the UK and 
experts believe it may have arrived from Asia by 
hitching a lift on cargo containers. 

The outbreak in the Paddock Wood area is a se¬ 
rious concern. The beetles feed from the inside of 
plants and trees leaving them either dead or dying 
within a single season. And they spread fast. 

The discovery has been announced by the 
Food and Environment Research Agency (Fera), 
part of the Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs. 

It is the first time the pest has been found in the 
UK and it is being treated extremely seriously. 

Fera and the Forestry Commission is now tak¬ 
ing urgent steps to eradicate them before they 
spread. Several larvae of the beetle have been 
found during a routine survey by the Forestry 
Commission at a site in the Paddock Wood area. 

Scientists from Forest Research had been 
monitoring an area around the site where an 
adult beetle had been found in 2009, and this is 
the first evidence of infestation. 

It is thought the beetles originated from wood 
packaging used to import stone from China at a 
neighbouring industrial site. 


Martin Ward, head of plant health policy at 
Fera, said: “Our plant health inspectors and the 
Forestry Commission are conducting a survey to 
determine the extent of this outbreak. 

“In the meantime we would urge members of 
the public, to be on the alert for the beetle and let 
us know if they find anything.” 

Spotting them is easy. Adult beetles are large 
at 20-40 mm long, and shiny black with variable 
white markings. Their antenna is particularly 
distinctive, being much longer than their bodies 
at twice the body length. They are black with 
white and light blue bands. 

The thing to look out for are the circular adult 
exit holes which are around 10mm in diameter 
and are generally found in the main trunk and 
branches, but that is usually too late for that tree 
as the damage internally has been done. 

A spokesman for Fera told KoS: “The last thing 
we want to be doing is chopping down vast 
swathes of Kent woodland.” 

The adult beetles usually emerge from these 
exit holes between May and October. 

Anyone who thinks they have spotted an 
Asian longhorn beetle or evidence of its presence 
can contact the Fera Plant Health Helpline 0844 
2480071 or email planthealth.info@fera.gsi. 
gov.uk. They ask any beetle be caught and placed 
in a secure container for an inspector to collect. 

They are not harmful to humans, but should 
be handled with care as they can nip. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Councils urged have ‘local plan’ or 
lose power to say no to developers 



By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

REVISED planning rules published this week 
after a year of controversy have kick-started a 
frantic push to make sure every council has a 
‘local plan’ in place. 

That’s because of fears that those without one 
may forgo any say over what developments can 
go ahead in their area. 

While conservationists welcomed the newly 
published National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) - which promotes sustainable develop¬ 
ment and construction on brownfield sites - they 
admitted concerns over the 12-month transition 
period given to councils to draw up a local plan. 

This is a document created by councils setting 
out future growth, but also putting in place con¬ 
trols over potential developments. 

Jamie Weir, spokesman for Protect Kent, the 
county’s branch of Campaign to Protect Rural 
England, said Thanet and Canterbury had yet to 
complete the document. 

“Both Thanet and Canterbury are going to re¬ 
ally struggle to get a local plan in place by the time 
the 12 months is up, which could result in devel¬ 
opments those areas do not want simply because 
they will not have the power to say no,” he said. 

“There are a number of areas within these dis¬ 
tricts that could be ‘up for grabs’ by developers 
which could result in undesirable development.” 

A Thanet council spokeswoman said the au¬ 
thority does have a local plan in place, but the 
council was reviewing planning policy. 

“It is expected that new policy will be consult¬ 
ed on by the end of the year,” she said. 

A spokesman for Canterbury council said: “We 
are preparing a new local plan and within the tran¬ 
sition period we should have completed consulta- 
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tion on a ‘preferred option’. This means that weight 
can be given to the draft plan at that stage.” 

Initial fears about ‘unprotected’ areas of land - 
those without special designation including large 
parts of Romney Marsh and south Maidstone - 
were alleviated by the new planning rules. 

Mr Weir said: “The Romney Marshes should 
not be up for grabs in the way that we had feared, 


as the concerns we expressed that ‘ordinary’ 
countryside would not be protected have been 
allayed by the NPPF in its final form. ” 

Mr Weir said controversial development plans 
such as Chilmington Green, which involves 
building a new town on countryside on the edge 
of the Kentish Weald, and Lodge Hill, plans for 
5,000 homes on the Hoo Peninsula, would not 


be changed by the NPPF and it would be down to 
both Ashford and Medway Councils to decide on 
whether they should go ahead. 

The document - which condenses 1,300 pages 
to 59 - was announced by planning minister and 
MP for Tunbridge Wells Greg Clark. He stressed 
the local plan was the keystone of planning. 



FAMILY Park 


4*1 


Easier (Way (On 

31 March -15 April 2012 

v \ jgp 
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Ferret Racing 5 Daily Easter Egg Hunts % Magic Shows 
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Meet lambs, chicks and bunnies 
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TRANSPORT 


Hauliers fear private finance 
roads could cost them dear 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

FREIGHT companies have 
raised concerns over David 
Cameron’s hopes of improving 
the road network with private 
funding. 

They said while improve¬ 
ments were needed to tackle 
congestion, lorry drivers should 
not have to shoulder any addi¬ 
tional costs. 

It follows an announcement 
by the Prime Minister new ma¬ 
jor roads in Britain could be 
privatised, paving the way for a 
new generation of motorways 
funded by tolls. He said there 
needed to be innovative ways 
of funding to increase invest¬ 
ment and reduce congestion. 

“Road tolling is one option, 
but we are only considering 
this for new, not existing, ca¬ 
pacity,” he said. 

“We need to look urgently at 
the options for getting large-scale 
private investment into the 
national roads network - from 
sovereign wealth funds, pension 
funds, and other investors.” 



PLANS: New roads could cost 

The Department for Trans¬ 
port and the Treasury are due 
to carry out a feasibility study 
of new ownership and financ¬ 
ing models. 

Bosses at the Tunbridge 
Wells-based Freight Transport 
Association (FTA) said while 
they welcomed calls for an 
increase in investment, they 
warned it could discourage lor¬ 
ries from using certain roads. 

FTA chief executive Theo de 
Pencier said road congestion 
was blighting the economy, 
but that additional costs should 
not be burdened on the lorry 
drivers and freight companies. 

He said: “The freight indus¬ 
try will want to look at how 
these plans relate to existing 


transport taxes such as fuel 
duty and vehicle excise duty 
and how any new pricing 
structures can be developed to 
ensure the new capacity is uti¬ 
lised in the most efficient and 
effective way. 

“Given that road users al¬ 
ready pay £41 billion a year in 
taxes, charges and tolls, then 
any new cost cannot be in addi¬ 
tion to this and must be a sub¬ 
stitution for fuel duty.” 

While business leaders wel¬ 
come the move amid concerns 
over potential toll costs, green 
campaigners voiced fears over 
increased gridlock, where vehi¬ 
cles would avoid toll roads and 
cram onto local highways. 

A Kent spokesman for Friends 
of the Earth said: “Building and 
widening roads to tackle con¬ 
gestion is a dead-end policy that 
will simply lead to more traffic, 
more pollution - and even 
more gridlocked roads. 

“The Prime Minister should 
be promoting alternatives to 
driving and reduce our trans¬ 
port system’s reliance on ex¬ 
pensive overseas oil.” 
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End of life veldcles wanted for cash 

Top prices paid for all 
grades of iron and steel 
Authorised treatment facility 
(Environment Agency approved) 

Certificate of destruction notices issued 
Car collection arranged 
Vehicle dismantler 

Vehicle spares for sale/self-service yard 
Public weighbridge/vehicle parts 
Skips for scrap metal 



ENVIRONMENT 


Oddie goes Dodo to promote 
Earth Hour for eco-business 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

NATURE lover Bill Oddie is still a goodie after 
jumping at the chance to support a small Kent 
environmental organisation. 

And Britain’s most famous birdwatcher also 
issued a broadside at those major charities he 
believes cream off more than they should for ad¬ 
min and salary costs. 

The Whtstable-based business is called Don’t 
Do the Dodo, and boss Anthony Cooper was 
amazed when he got Oddie on board to make a 
record about saving power. 

Mr Cooper said: “Bill was delighted to help us 
out. He said he is angry with some charities that 
appear to take a fortune in administration costs 
rather than spend it where it’s intended.’’ 

Don’t Do the Dodo wanted to do 
something to help mark Earth Hour, 
which is on Saturday, March 31, when 
individuals and organisations are en¬ 
couraged to turn off lights for an hour 
from 8.30pm. 

Mr Cooper said: “I asked Bill if he 
would record this song called Turn 
It Off. It is a bit whacky, but really 
gets the message over that we 
need to start turning things off in 
the home to save power. 

“It is our contribution toward 
Earth Hour and it puts some fun 



into creating awareness for water conservation 
for the looming draught. 

“Together with my wife Sheilah we are hoping 
to persuade people to download a free ringtone 
from the song as a show of unity for saving our 
resources and as a green talking point. 

“Maybe if enough like it, there is a chance it 
could even go viral. Bill has agreed to be the 
voice of the dodo, which is a great boost.” 

Oddie said in the recording studio: “I wanted 
to support a small organisation like this because 
the money goes where they say it goes. It is not 
used up by all the back office nonsense. 

“They are delivering a worthwhile message 
and it was great recording the song for them.” 

Mr Cooper said: “As a part of our marketing 
strategy, we will transparently donate 50 per cent 
of our profits to local environmental projects, 
with the final object of finding partners world¬ 
wide and repeating the same formula. 

“The dodo remains in the Zeitgeist as the 
icon for extinct creatures. The concept of 
Don’t Do the Dodo is to establish a 
credible and transparent environ¬ 
mental edutainment brand, pro¬ 
ducing a new generation of envi- 
I ronmentalists,” 

To hear the song visit http:// 
www.dontdothedodo.com/ddt- 
dodohtml/freebies.html. 

■ Read more news and sport at 
www.yourcanterbury.co.uk. 




Holiday Homes For Sale 
at Seaview Holiday Park 


CARAVANS FROM 


NEW LUXURY 
DEVELOPMENT 

2ND PHASE NOW AVAILABLE 


INCLUDING 2012 PITCH FEES 


Seaview Holiday Park enjoys an idyllic setting right by the beach on the north 
Kent coast just outside Whitstable. With access to miles of coastal footpaths 
leading to Whitstable and Herne Bay - or further if you want - it's a great 
base to explore the Kent coastline from. 

Great park facilities include: • Heated outdoor pool & terrace • Sky TV • Arcade 
• Direct access to the Beach • Family Entertainment Complex 
• Bar Live Entertainment • Free Wi-Fi Internet Access in Club Area • Kids' Club 


> Restaurant & Takeaway • Village Store • Boatyard and Slipway • Sea Fishing 


InTl 


direct on 5 815 9756r- 

Seaview Holiday Park, St Johns Road, Swalecliffe, Nr Whitstable, Kent, CT5 2RY 

www.ParkHoUdays.com/seaviewsales 
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saunders park homes in Kent 

Court Mount, Birchington voted “Best Park in Great Britain 2010” 


Park Home 



ppr 


ver 50’s on 3 award 
parks in Kent 
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A relaxed, warm and friendly 
atmosphere, a beautiful home 

• and worry free living 

*' . VJB!, 





l ^ r 



OPEN WEEKEND 
at Bluebell Woods 

Shallock Road, Broad Oak CT2 OQB 
21st-22nd April 10am -4pm 

View 3 stylish new 
homes and learn all 
about park home living 


■ -tnioy thepeace of a more traditional villagelike community 
*^V where your neighboiffls your friend and your lifestyle 
% is comfortable and secure 

Parks at: - “— 


The Foxhunter Park 
Court Mount 

ttarhiftqton 

Bluebell Woods 

Uraadftafc »lart«rtr*jrv 


t 



for further information visit us at 

www.saundersparkhomes.co.uk 

or telephone us for a brochure on 01843 821311 
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The Denture Clinic 


“Smile with Confidence” 






• Express Denture Repair Service 

• New Dentures 

• Cosmetic Improvement 

• All work produced on premises 

• Excellent Aftercare Service 

• GDC Registered 

• Clinical Dental Technicians 

Call today for a FREE initial consultation 
31 Roper Close, Canterbury, 01227 764241 
110 High Street, Broadstairs, 01843 600789 


www.dentureclinicincanterbury.co.uk 

www.dentureclinicinbroadstairs.co.uk 


GREENFIELDS 
SHOOTING GROUNDS 


STAG/HEN PARTIES 

WORK / FAMILY GROUPS 

Save £25.00 per person on normal prices 

Min 8 persons £40.00 for 25 shots £45.00 for 50 shots 

Min 15 persons £40.00 for 50 shots includes full instructions, 
use of guns, ammunition and hearing protection 


For more information or to book, please call 

01227 713 222 

HAVE A GO Every Sunday Morning 25 shots with a qualified instructor for only £12.50 

Greenfields Shooting Grounds, Sturry Hill, Sturry Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 ONG 
sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 




TRANSPORT 

College students get cheap 
bus travel - for £520 a year 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

SIXTH formers and college students are to get 
subsidised bus travel - but it will cost £520 a 
year to buy a pass. 

Kent County Council said this amounted to just 
£10 a week and was far cheaper than the actual 
cost of the travel card to the authority of £750, and 
the current travel expenses for 16 to 19-year-olds 
in education, which often costs as 
much as £900. 

Schools and colleges are also 
able to subsidise the cost further 
for those eligible for bursary 
funding if they wish, although it 
is not yet known whether any 
are planning to do so. 

The travel card will allow 
travel on buses across the coun¬ 
ty at all times, including holi¬ 
days and weekends, and was 
given the green light by KCC 
cabinet members following a campaign calling 
for the Kent Freedom Pass - which serves chil¬ 
dren aged 11-16 for £100 a year - to be extend¬ 
ed to 16 to 19-years-olds. 

Should the scheme be included in the wider, 
statutory Kent Transport Policy, the cards will 
be available from September. 

Kent Youth County Council member Paul 
Ayres said: “Having a card that could be used 


evenings and weekends, as well as daytimes, will 
make a real difference. 

“It just shows we are being listened to and I 
think it will encourage more young people to get 
involved - knowing that their views count.” 

KCC cabinet member for education, learning 
and skills, Cllr Mike Whiting, said the card met 
many of the aspirations of young people who pe¬ 
titioned the county council last year. 

Thousands of people added their signatures to 
the list, prompting a debate on 
post-16 travel at KCC. 

Cllr Whiting said some stu¬ 
dents could get the card for an 
even lower cost. 

He said: “Schools and colleges 
can use the bursary money they 
now get direct from govern¬ 
ment, a replacement for Educa¬ 
tion Maintenance Allowances, 
to further subsidise the cost of 
the card. Guidance will be is¬ 
sued to schools and colleges on 
the level of bursary subsidy they will be expected 
to pay to low-earning families.” 

Kim Blacker, from Northfleet Technology Col¬ 
lege, which recently trialled the post-16 travel 
pilot scheme, said the opportunity made a huge 
difference for some students. 

“One said it was ‘life saving’, providing him 
with ability to seek part-time employment 
further afield from where he lives,” she said. 
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Spring forward this summer with [9 
Stroud's A Rated windows I ff* 

Looking for a company you would 
recommend to your friends? 

We are family run and have been manufacturing 
& serving Kent for 35 years to both the trade 
and to the public. 

) We manufacture on our premises. 

• Windows • Doors • Conservatories 
• Fascias • Soffits • Garage Doors 

Competitive prices FREE estimates 

r t: 01843 868 804 
■ t: 01227 290 227 
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Covering Thanet, Canterbury, Herne Bay, Whitstable, Sandwich, Deal, Folkestone, Dover & Ashford 

Westwood Cross, Margate Road, Broadstairs CT10 2PR 
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Quality oak flooring from £16.99 +VAT 

available from stock 

_______ 

Special Opening offer till end of April, 
with up to 30% off Lalegno Flooring 


Visit our New Flooring Showroom 



Opening Hours: Mon-Fri: 8-5, Sat: 8.30-12.30 WINGHAM TIMBER & MOULDINGS LTD 


Visit our shop for: 





SAWN TIMBER 

SHEET MATERIALS 

QUALITY DECKING 

NAILS & FIXINGS 

SEALANTS & ADHESIVES 

PLANED TIMBER 

FENCE PANELS 

TIMBER MOULDINGS 

TOOLS 

CEMENT 

HARDWOOD 

FENCING GATES 

PAINTS & STAINS 

ELECTRICAL 

AGGREGATES 

TREATED TIMBER 

SLEEPERS 

IRONMONGERY 

INSULATION 
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BISTRO & 
COOKERY SCHOOL 
01303 B73S35 


Haguelands 

V I L I A C. t. 




fARM SHOE 
MAIZE MAZE 
& fUW YARD 
01303 07*727 


EASTER FAIR 6 MARKET 

12 Noon - 5 Pm 

D>pridnurch Children’s Centre 
6 Ha^qe^ands Wor^-in^ Together 



Food 

Loca? Produce Staife 
LocaJ Craft Staife 
Ho^jet Roast 


- Easter E% Hunt 

- Strange Games 

- Tractor Rides 

- Meet the Alpacas 


EASTER COOKERY WITH 

BBC RADIO KENT 

Children's Centre Barn with Craft 

6 Easter E^ Hunt 

£ 2 .oo/ChiJJd 


WWW.«AGUE1AWDSVULAGC -CO UK 
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REGENERATION 

Towns hope 
to catch eye 
of shopping 
queen Portas 

By Ed Hill 

ed.hiU@archant.co.uk 

TOWNS around Kent are queueing up to be cho¬ 
sen as one of Mary Portas’s pilot town centres. 

The retail guru and star of TV’s Mary Queen of 
Shops launched the scheme earlier this year 
which will see 12 towns around the UK chosen 
for the pilot scheme. 

Each will receive a grant of around £100,000 
to turn round their town centres based on the 
recommendations of her report to government 
into the state of our high streets, published last 
year. 

So far towns in Kent considering putting bids 
forward include Ashford, Dover, Folkestone, 
Maidstone, Tonbridge and Sheerness. 

Each town has created a ‘Town Team’ of trad¬ 
ers, businesses and local politicians to help come 
up with suggestions to revive their towns. 

Ashford was one of the first to put in an appli¬ 
cation. A fortnight ago a meeting was held with 
various stakeholders to help come up with sug¬ 
gestions that will make their bid stand out. 

The meeting was opened by Ashford MP Dam¬ 
ian Green who stressed the need to come up with 
innovative and unified proposals. 

Council leader Cllr Peter Wood said: “It was 
incredibly encouraging to see so many local 
businesses not only sharing bright and bold ideas 
on how to improve the town centre, but also 
showing their wholehearted support for Ashford 
and its future. 

“I believe the Portas Pilot bid will serve as a 
catalyst for positive change and with our traders 
and residents we have the commitment and vi¬ 
sion to see it through.” 

Around 350 towns around the country are 
bidding to be chosen as pilots. 

The county town of Maidstone has also thrown 
its hat into the ring. 

Cabinet member for economic development 
and transport, Cllr Malcolm Greer, said: “We 
have invested a lot of money into our high street 
and this bid, if successful, would enhance our of¬ 
fering to the public and bring community spirit 
back to the town.” 

Town Teams had to formally submit their bids 
by Friday, March 30, and are also required to 
produce a video about their town and how it can 
benefit from being in the pilot. 

Sheerness is making three main recommenda¬ 
tions on improving its town centre, mainly based 
on the ideas put forward by Portas. 

They include relocating the market into the 
centre of the town, using vacant shops to start 
new entrepreneurial businesses, and creating a 
centre for art and community groups to help es¬ 
tablish a brand for the town. 

Chairman of Sheerness’ Town Team is Pete 
Giffen from the fashion shop O.SO.U. 

He said: “We hope these ideas will give us 
enough scope to demonstrate that we’re looking 
at a scheme to benefit the whole town, our local 
community, traders, businesses and visitors. We 
are working to a very tight timescale to get the 
bid submitted so it’s all hands on deck. 

“In an age when high streets have to compete 
with large out-of-town retail parks and shopping 
on the internet, it is clear town centres are going 
to have to change.” 

Cllr Wood added: “The nature of high streets 
has changed. People don’t go shopping in the old 
way they used to. They go for a day out.” 



HIGH HOPES: Ashford is just one of several Kent towns after Mary Portas funding 


ACCIDENT 

Crash pair fight for their lives 


TWO people were left fighting 
for their Lives after a rush hour 
smash on the A2. 

The accident happened on 
Monday at 8.20am on the 
coastbound Adisham A2 slip- 
road, B2046 at Barham - known 
locally as the Adisham Road. 

A white transit van and a 
black Hyundai Jetz were 
involved. 


The driver of the van, a 52- 
year-old man, was taken to a 
London hospital. 

His injuries were described 
as being life-threatening. 

The driver of the car, a 
woman in her 30s from 
Folkestone, was also taken to 
a London hospital. Her injures 
were said to be serious, but 
she was in a stable condition. 
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We will not be beaten on price 
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Wedding Receptions 
just £999 

Price includes: 3 course meal for 50 people, reception drinks, 
toast wine, four poster room for the bride and groom, plus more! 

Contact us for details or to arrange an appointment with our 
experienced Wedding Co-ordinator 

Ample Free Parking 
Air Conditioning - Sea Views 
auty Saloh - Real Ales 
ofessioiw Experienced 




Victoria Parade, 
Ramsgate CT11 8DT 
1843 592 345 
tojnfortinnrpfnsgate.co.uk 



Love them, protect them! 


t 


Take advantage of our fantastic offer 

\ i §<% A || on all neutering 

1 UGI 1/0 OTT & vaccinations 


Limited offer 
BOOK NOW! 



*$al'r01227 765 

The Barton Veterinary Hospital, 34 New Dover Road, 
CANTERBURY KENT CT1 3 BH 



News 


ENVIRONMENT 

It’s such a waste - anger at 
closure of recycling centres 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hiU@archant.co.uk 

PLANS to close two recycling centres will lead to 
more cases of fly-tipping, say campaigners. 

Kent County Council’s cabinet has approved 
the closure of the recycling centre near the vil¬ 
lage of Hawkinge as part of a review of 19 recy¬ 
cling sites in the county. 

A proposal to close the recycling centre at 
Richborough near Sandwich was discussed at a 
meeting of the full council on Thursday. 

The closure plans have angered residents who 
say the council’s consultation process was 
skewed in order to give County Hall waste man¬ 
agers the result they wanted. 

Jeffery Loffman from Richborough Action Group 
said: “The consultation document has flawed data 
and the consultation itself has been flawed. There 
are so many residents in Sandwich who feel strong¬ 
ly that they don’t want to see the centre closed and 
it feels like KCC is overriding them. 

“Some of the figures in the consultation they 
have used are inaccurate. For example, in Sand¬ 
wich they say 150 homes are affected. By that 
they may mean the 15-20 minute guideline to 
travel to a waste site, but the actual figure is 
much bigger than that.” 

The Richborough recycling centre is due to 
close by the summer of 2013. After that resi¬ 
dents will have to travel to either Margate or 
Deal to get rid of their recyclable waste. 


Mr Loffman said: “Margate is too far away and 
in Deal it could create real problems with queu¬ 
ing which will just put people off recycling. We 
already see incidents of fly-tipping in the area 
and we are worried it will get worse. 

“We are not satisfied other options have been 
considered, such as reducing opening hours or re¬ 
ducing the types of material that are deposited.” 

Nearly 3,500 responses were made to KCC’s 
countywide consultation on waste management 
which ended in February. Protect Kent says the 
questionnaire was badly publicised and questions 
that described centres targeted for closure as “un¬ 
economic” would inevitably get the answer the 
council wanted from people not affected. 

The county council says a new transfer recy¬ 
cling centre in Ashford will help deal with much 
of the waste in east Kent. 

The Richborough campaigners have handed 
in a petition to County Hall with 1,300 signa¬ 
tures opposing the closure. 

KCC says it is investing £18m in its recycling 
sites over the next three years and the closures 
are part of a rationalisation programme. 

Cabinet member for environment, highways 
and waste, Cllr Bryan Sweetland, said: “This 
service review has been comprehensive and the 
consultation has contributed to my understand¬ 
ing of the public’s view. I am particularly mind¬ 
ful of the concern regarding fly-tipping and KCC 
is committed to taking a robust approach against 
environmental crime.” 
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Signature Miramar Care Community 

Beltinge, Herne Bay, Kent 



NEW EXPANSION NOW OPEN 


Where lifestyle and care go 
hand in hand 

Signature Miramar is a new concept in care homes. 
We provide person centred care to suit your lifestyle 
in a friendly and luxurious environment. Our skilled 
and friendly team of professionals are on hand 24 
hours a day to provide whatever care you need, 
however the emphasis remains on wellbeing, 
independence and enjoyment. We also offer respite 
breaks and convalescence periods. 

PLEASE DROP IN OR CALL BECCA 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 



01227 374488 / 376292 

www.signature-care-homes.co.uk 

Signature Miramar, 
165 Reculver Road, Beltinge, 
Herne Bay, Kent CT6 6PX 
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Denture Free Life 


As seen on 
The Discovery Channel™ 

Before After 



Visit www.smileinaday.co.uk 

to see photos and videos 


77 Harley Street 
London wig son 


Cathedral Square 
Peterborough peiixw 


92 Sandgate Road 
Folkestone, Kent CT202BE 



• Our proven technique allows implants 
and teeth to be fitted in one day 


• Perfect for people with missing 
or loose teeth 

• Requires no bone grafting 

• Can be used even if you have 
been told you can’t have implants 


“I'm so proud of 
my new teeth. 
I'm still getting 
used to smiling.” 

-Jackie N. London 


Our experienced clinical team is led by UK-registered 
Specialist Periodontist, Dr. Michael Zybutz* 

BDS (Rand), MS (USA), Cert.Perio. (USA) 


Regain a permanent, natural smile 

in just one day. 

For your free consultation call 
0800 012 2086 Please quote TDC104 



American Academy 
of Cosmetic Dentistry 

ACCREDITED MEMBER 


**ff you are not calling from a landline, call charges may apply. 


www.smileinaday.co.uk 
























2012 


www.kentnews.co.uk 




Spring Sale 

40%"off 

selected items 

Savings on Sumptuous 
Upholstery, Solid Wood 
Dining Room Furniture, 
Bedroom Furniture 
and Beds 





® Hand-made Curtains and Blinds made in our own workrooms. „ _ . 

Co-ordinated colour schemes advised by our experienced staff. LU 

Carpets and Wooden Floors, Laminates and Amtico supplied and fitted by our expert fitters. 

Free disposal of old furniture • Free delivery by our own delivery team 
"Y Visit our website www.lukehurst.co.uk 


82-84 High Street Rainham Kent ME8 7JH Tel: 01634 387234 
Unit 7B Sittingbourne Retail Park Mill Way Sittingbourne Kent ME10 2XD Tel: 01795 430299 
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ADVERTISING 


Christmas ‘midget’ advert 
lands nightspot in hot water 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

A NIGHTCLUB has apologised for advertising a 
Christmas Eve party night with ‘midgets’. 

The term has become offensive, and Bar 
Fusion in Tunbridge Wells says it is sorry it 
promoted the event on its Facebook page in De¬ 
cember last year. 

A single complaint was made to the Advertis¬ 
ing Standards Authority, which investigated 
and has just announced its findings. 

The ASA said: “Two issues were investigated 
of which two were up¬ 
held. Claims on Bar Fu¬ 
sion’s Facebook page, 
for a Christmas event at 
a bar, viewed on 9 De¬ 
cember 2011, featured 
text which stated 
‘CHRISTMAS EVE WITH MIDGETS! FOR THE 
1ST TIME IN TUNBRIDGE WELLS THIS CHRIST¬ 
MAS EVE PARTY WITH OUR VERY OWN XMAS 
MIDGETS that’s right MIDGETS!!!!!!!!! ENTRY 
JUST £5 ALL NIGHT’. 

“Beneath this text was an image which in¬ 
cluded the text ‘To you & friends, from Santa’s 
club. December 24th. XMAS EVE With Our 
Xmas Midgets’.” 

The complaint, that had to be acted upon by 
the watchdog, claimed the use of the word ‘midg¬ 
ets’, was offensive to short statured people; and 


the ad was irresponsible, because it reinforced 
negative attitudes towards short people. 

Bar Fusion said it was never its intention to 
cause offence and with hindsight it felt it was 
right to apologise for doing so. 

It said the night and artists were booked by an 
outside promoter who used the term. It therefore 
believed it was acceptable to use the term and 
that it would not cause offence. 

The advert was removed once it was obvious it 
had caused offence. 

And Facebook told the ASA it was not a paid- 
for Facebook advertisement. The social network 
site said the content 
was entirely user gen¬ 
erated and it did not 
monitor, review or ver¬ 
ify the claims. 

The ASA acknowl¬ 
edged Bar Fusion did 
not intend to use the ad in future. In its finding, 
the watchdog considered the “ad portrayed the 
presence of individuals of short stature as an at¬ 
traction and source of entertainment”. 

And it added: “We therefore considered the ad 
was likely to cause serious and widespread of¬ 
fence. We also considered the ad promoted nega¬ 
tive attitudes towards individuals of short stat¬ 
ure and was therefore irresponsible.” 

It concluded the ad breached its code for social 
responsibility, harm and offence, and ordered the 
club not to use the ad again in its current form. 



OFFENSIVE: Bar Fusions advert was on Facebook 



Whitstable 


Herne Bay 


Discover "The best British Wildlife Centre in the UK" BBC 


visit 


Kent's tallest drop slide Giant twisting tube slide 
Wild fort Tree-Top towers Under 5's area 


O Over 300 animals including: 

Wolves, bison, lynx, foxes, owls, 
red squirrels, wild cats, beavers, deer, 
wild horses and many more! 

O FREE animal talks & feeds every day during 
and school holidays. 


* 


Wildwood Wildlife Park 

Herne Common, Mr Canterbury, CT6 7LQ 

Find us on the A291 
between Cbury & Herne Bay 


Open 7 days a week from 10am 


Registered charity no: 1093702 
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Virtually Painless Laser Hair Removal 

Using the Soprano XL Blue Laser - the most advanced laser technology in the world 

A "As featured in the Daily Mail" 


BOOK YOUR FREE DISCOUNTED PRICES 

CONSULTATION NOW ON ALL TREATMENTS 

Start your treatment NOW to be hair free this summer 


"Powerful, safe and effective. Exceeds expectations" 

"Works like a dream and feels comfortable like a hot stone massage" 
"Medical grade laser for hair removal. FDA approved" 

Treats every skin colour alike for every single part of your face and body' 



WOODBURY Skin 
V-* AND LASER CLINIC 


Woodbury Skin and Laser Clinic 

149 High Street, Tenterden TN30 6JS 

Tel: 01580 762323 www.woodburyclinic.co.uk 
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POLITICS 

Tax dodge row 

KENT Lib Dem MEP Sharon 
Bowles says cash raised by 
Sport Relief pales by compari¬ 
son to the tax being dodged by 
multinationals operating in the 
Third World. "Countries in the 
developing world are owed far 
more in corporate tax." 


HEADLINE 
ACTS: Bob 

Dylan (right) 
and Peter 
Gabriel (far 
right) are two 
of the stars 
who will be 
performing at 
the Hop Farm 
this summer 



YOUR PERFECT FIREPLACE 



STOVES • GAS FIRES • FIREPLACES • CHIMNEY SYSTEMS • DESIGN CONSTRUCTION 


FIREPLACE & STONE CENTRE 
196 - 198 CANTERBURY ROAD, 

BIRCHINGTON, KENT, CT7 9AQ 
TEL: 01843 841 922 

WWW.fireplaceandstonecentre.co.uk 




To advertise in this section 

Call 01303 817150 

www.kentnews.co.uk 
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events • mobile and iPad 


ENTERTAINMENT 

Veteran Bob Dylan heads big 
names at Hop Farm Festival 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

THE man behind the Hop Farm Festival says he 
would book veteran rocker Bob Dylan “every year” 
if he could, after confirming him as headliner for this 
year’s three-day music extravaganza. 

After Prince stole the show last year, his Min¬ 
nesota compatriot will join Peter Gabriel and in¬ 
die rockers Suede at the top of the bill at the Pad- 
dock Wood venue. 

Dylan is no stranger to the festival - he head¬ 
lined just two years ago. 

The festival runs over June 2 9-July 1 in what is 
shaping up to be one of the most competitive sum- 



perfect 
partner with 

mydate24.co.uk 


mers for years for people’s time and attention. 

Not only are music festival chiefs pushing out 
the boat in a bid to cash in on Glastonbury’s one- 
year absence, but there are events for the Olym¬ 
pics, the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, and football’s 
Euro 2012 to contend with, too. 

Other acts confirmed this week for the Hop 
Farm include Damien Rice, Primal Scream, My 
Morning Jacket, Maximo Park, Patti Smith, The 
Stranglers, Dr John, Joan Armatrading, Billy 
Ocean, The Psychedelic Firs, The Jezabels, Ben¬ 
jamin Francis Leftwich, Frightened Rabbit, Tom 
Vek, White Denim, and a host of others. 

Some 30,000 fans are expected for each day. 

Vince Power, the music mogul who owns the 
event and promotes it, said: “Bob Dylan is a fan¬ 
tastic act and helps form what we believe is a 
great line-up this year. There is a lot of competi¬ 
tion out there for people’s time and money this 
year and I don’t think any festival has sold out 
yet. But we’re hopeful of getting close to it. 

“I know we had Bob headline a few years ago, 
but I’d have him back every year if I could.” 

He admitted to having been involved in talks 
with The Who at the end of last year about a 
headline slot, but that deal fell through. Stevie 
Wonder had also been a possibility, before he 
opted to perform at Bestival on the Isle of Wight. 

One of the last major festivals this summer to 
unveil its line-up, Mr Power also confirmed the 
first 10,000 weekend tickets would sell for the 
discounted cost of £150 in a bid to encourage 
early sales. Children under 12 will go free in a 
bid to encourage families to attend. 

Mr Power had originally planned to unveil the 
line-up in November, but various issues with 
headliners prompted a delay. 

The Hop Farm Festival shot up the pecking order 
last summer when it served up Prince, Morrissey 
and The Eagles. Other acts included the likes of Lou 
Reed, Brandon Flowers and Iggy Pop. 

Power said more big names would be forthcom¬ 
ing over the coming weeks. He estimated there 
would be around 100 acts in total performing. 


Independence is yours at the 
touch of a button 


Folkestone 


"you helped Mum remainmdependentand 
gave the faftfit^peace of mind” 


Clients wear a personal pendant that works in their home or garden. 

Clients press a button and enjoy a 24hdMT link to our friendly professional 
control centre team. With with nearly years experience, you can trust us. 

Charges remain amongst the lowest in Kent at £2.67 per week 

(plus VAT if applicable] and this includes all maintenance costs 

Take advantage of LIFELINE ASSIST 
our 24hr responder 
service ^ 

Shepway Lifeline 

Call now for a FREE no obligation demonstration in your home 

01303 242615 or 01303 242 971 
lifeline.proactivefashepway.gov.uk www.shepwaylifeline.co.uk 

Shepway Lifeline is part of Shepway District Council 






























www.kcntnews.co.uk 


week ending ApriL 1, 2012 I 27 


BAMBOO 

TIGER 

FURNITURE PLUS 


Simmonds Road, Wincheap, Canterbury 

/ it urn 


OUTDOOR 

FURNITURE 

In Stock Now 








VISIT OUR INSTORE COFFEE SHOP 
Serving delicious sweet and savoury snacks 


Bamboo Tiger Furniture Plus 

4 Simmonds Road, Wincheap, Canterbury, CT1 3RA 

01227 456688 
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THE OLD fy s® /1 /L gme 

BREWERY STORE - 


The venue inside Britain's Oldest Brewer - Faversham, Kent 

Imagine... The Beatles - Friday 6th April 


Make it a really Good Friday 

on April 6th 

with the fabulous 

IMAGINE... 
THE BEATLES 

At Faversham's 
Old Brewery Store 

Doors open 7pm 
Tickets £10 
Cash Bar 

Tickets available online or 
by phone 


f /OldBreweryStore I @OldBreweryStore 

Advance tickets: 01795 542285 

www.oldbrewerystore.co.uk 



HEALTH 


Scores on the doors reveal 
hygiene rating of food outlets 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmeia.co.uk 

RESTAURANTS, pubs and food shops have been 
told they could boost their business if they make 
the most of a new food hygiene scheme. 

If they achieve high standards of hygiene they 
can then tell everyone with a new sign which 
shows a rating from zero to five, with the top 
score being ‘very good’. A zero means an urgent 
improvement is required by the shop, cafe, take¬ 
away, pub or restaurant. 

Under the new National Food Hygiene Rating 
Scheme inspectors give each food retailer and 
restaurant a score out of five for its standards of 
cleanliness and hygiene. 

If an establishment is not showing off its score, 
either the venue has not yet had an inspection or 
it is ashamed of its rating. 

So far Ashford, Canterbury, Maidstone, Ton- 
bridge and Mailing and Sevenoaks are migrating 
to the new Scores on the Doors scheme, while 
Swale, Shepway, Dover and Thanet are intro¬ 
ducing the ratings from scratch. 

Tunbridge Wells, Dartford and Gravesham are 
already operating the scheme. 

It is not optional, and every food shop and eat¬ 
ery will be subject to inspection. 

It has been introduced in the UK by the Food 
Standards Agency to reduce food-related illness¬ 
es that annually affect one million people a year, 
killing 500. 



POINTS SYSTEM: Inspectors will score retailers 

Cllr Jessamy Blandford, Ashford council’s 
portfolio holder for environment, said: “We be¬ 
lieve shops and restaurants can attract new cus¬ 
tomers and win new business by working hard 
to achieve a good rating and then making sure 
the public knows how well they have done.” 

In Tonbridge and Mailing, Cllr Howard Rog¬ 
ers, cabinet member for environmental services, 
added: “Businesses are already legally required 
to meet hygiene regulations, so it makes sense 
for those who achieve a good rating to tell cus¬ 
tomers about it. Good food hygiene means a good 
rating and a good rating is good for business. 

“We were pleased with the way Scores on the 
Doors worked and we are confident that the new 
scheme will be equally successful, both in keep¬ 
ing the public safe and in helping businesses win 
new customers.” 


Why buy a new kitchen 

when you can just change your doors!! 


Transforming an existing 
kitchen with made-to- 
measure kitchen doors and 
accessories and getting the 
personal attention to detail 
offered by the Kitchen Door 
Company, means your food 
preparation can be 
conducted amidst great style. 



As an independent retailer, 
the company has got time to 
apply the personal touch 
when it comes to services. 

Now with 40 door designs in 
more than 40 colours there 
are over 1,600 combinations 
of styles to choose from. 


• Replacement Doors from £24.00 

Doors made to measure to fit any existing kitchen Work Surfaces 
Handles / Sinks & Taps Also Complete kitchens made to your specifications 
Over 40 Desiqns of Doors in 40 Different Colours 

The 

KITCHENDOORCOMPANY www.kitchendoorskent.com 


159 High Street, Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5AQ Tel: 01227 375554 Email: sales@kitchendoorskent.com 
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...Bird Control 


Seagulls are a familiar sight in 

Britain’s coastal towns, but as 
splendid as they look, they can carry 
a host of nasty organisms making 
them a potential threat to our health. 
Now with the added threat of bird flu, 
salmonella poisoning, botulism and 
even the deadly e-coli bacteria, 
which are just a few according to the 
RSPB. 

But they are not only a danger 
to health, they can become 
aggressive when nesting and have 
been known to bombard people who 
venture too near their chicks. 

John Couzens of Gullbuster, 
knows a lot about seagulls. In the 
20 years he has been removing 
them from residential and industrial 
buildings, he has seen the 
enormous damage they can cause. 
He said: “Flat roofs, chimneys and 
other housing structures provide 
ideal sites for seagulls to nest. They 
leave debris and sometimes dead 
chicks, which attract parasites in 
gutters and unused chimneys. Even 
worse, if the gas flue is obstructed 
you risk carbon monoxide 
poisoning.” 

John also runs a roofing firm which 


he started in 1982. As he was 
frequently asked to remove seagulls 
from ridge tiles and chimney stacks, 
he decided to find out everything he 
could about them. 

John contacted the RSPB and the 
learning curve began. 

John said: “All wildlife is protected 
by law, but as herring gulls 
(seagulls) and lesser black back 
gulls pose such a health and 
safety hazard, the nest and eggs 
can be removed from a property by 
an authorised person.” 

“We don’t hurt, trap or kill them, 
just make it impossible for them to 
nest. All the products we use to 
seagull-proof properties are 
completely harmless to gulls and 
other birds.” 

Gullbuster provides the service to 
local councils, government 
buildings and residential homes 
and has a 95 percent initial success 
rate. The firm will return to remove 
gulls if they should come back at 
another time. 

Prices start from as little as £25, so 
if you are troubled by seagulls on 
your own property, call the experts 
at Gullbuster for a free estimate. 


Had enough 
of seagulls?! 

Nesting on your chimney 
stack, calling out from the 
ridge tiles or bombarding 
you in the garden when the 
chicks are born? Well you 
don’t have to put up with 
it anymore! 



Pick up the phone & call: 

07973 712152/ 

01843 867486 

or visit us at our website: 

www.seagullproofers.co.uk 

All work guaranteed for 12 months. 


Call 07973 712152 / 01843 867486 
or visit www.seagullproofers.co.uk 
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David Ian 

FURNITURE LTD. 


As the clocks go forward, time is running out 

for our BIGGEST SALE YET!! 




* 


4’6” Divan Set 
Was £499 " 


Now £199 


.99 


m 


® • ' 


Gliding Wardrobe 
with Free Mirror 
Was £899 99 


Now £399 


.99 



Celebrity 
Recliners 
Tailored 
to fit 


From £499 


.99 



Devon Oak 
extending Dining Set 
Was £899 99 


Now £399 


.99 



Ivy Cane Suite with 
Free Coffee Table or 
Footstool Was £999 99 


Now £699 


.99 



Lauren 
3 Seater 
Was £1299 " 


r Now £799 


.99 


o 



Five Fold Electric Bed with 
Memory Foam Mattress & 
Free Pillow Was £999" 


Now £599 


.99 



Anton Corner Group 
with Optional Bed 


"From £999 


.99 


EASTER OPENING TIMES 
Good Friday & Easter Monday 
10am - 4pm 

when you buy one of our selected three piece suites Easter Saturday 9 am - 5 . 30 pm 

Easter Sunday CLOSED 


Choose from either a luxury divan bed or swivel 
recliner worth up to £400 Absolutely FREE! 



Removals & House 
Clearance. 
Phone for a quote 


MAKE YOUR HOUSE A HOME WITH SAME DAY 
DELIVERY AT DAVID IAN QUALITY FURNITURE 


Dymchurch Road, Hythe, Kent | 01303 264052 

www.davidianfurnitureltd.com 

Open 6 days a week: Monday - Saturday, 9am - 5:30pm | Email: davidianfurnltd@aol.com 
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KENT REMEMBERED 



HARD TIMES: Ron Leagas, now 87, Lied to join the Army in World War Two and ended up in Normandy 

Mum’s cooking put Ron 
in firing Line in France 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hiU@archant.co.uk 

A NEW book focuses on the children of World 
War Two who not only had to survive the bombs 
raining down on Britain’s cities, but joined in 
with the fighting. 

In his book Blitz Kids, Sean Longden inter¬ 
views men and women who were teenagers at 
the time of the conflict. 

One of them is Ron Leagas, who now lives in 
Ramsgate. The 8 7-year-old grew up in Leyton in 
London, which was heavily bombed when the 
Luftwaffe targeted the East End. 

He said: “I always remember the first time the 
sirens went off. I was playing in the street and 
my aunt came running out of her house and 
rushed all the kids into a shelter at the bottom of 
the garden. 

“I can remember being 14 and walking out of 
the door one day and bombs were coming down 
in rows. Luckily they landed in a cemetery op¬ 
posite our house.” 

Mr Leagas was too young to join the Army in 
1941, when he was 16, but after a row with his 
mother he found his way to the recruiting office. 

He said: “I wasn’t desperate to join the Army. I 
was stuck doing a building job and I just got fed 
up on a hot day. 

“I went home in a mood and had an argument 
about the stew mum had made. 

“I said I wanted egg and chips and we had a 
row and she ended up throwing the stew at me. So 
I went off saying I was going to join the Army.” 

The veteran had to forge a note from his father 
to the recruiting sergeant saying he was old 
enough to join up. 

He said: “At first he said I was too young so I 
told him that my ID had been lost when our 
house got bombed. 

“I came back with this ‘note’ from my father 
who I said was in the cafe over the road. The ser¬ 
geant let me in for being cheeky, he said.” 

Mr Leagas trained at Howe Barracks in Can¬ 
terbury, preparing for the invasion of Europe. He 
was the driver of a Bren gun carrier on the 
beaches of Normandy. 

He said: “That was a terrible day; I was about 



BLITZ 

KIDS 

TIN CtiWrin‘8 War asarnsi Hiflar 
Scan Longden 


third carrier onto the beach, but the first one got 
blown up straight away. 

“We had to carry on pushing forward but re¬ 
fused to drive over the bodies, so they made us 
clear them up with a shovel. 

“It was a terrible job.” 

Mr Leagas continued to fight in France until 
he was injured by an enemy mortar. 

He said: “I heard a mortar gun warming 
up and the next thing I remember I woke up in 
hospital.” 

Mr Leagas met Sean Longden at the War and 
Peace show held at Paddock Wood. 

Mr Longden said: “I was inspired to write the 
book by the story of my own grandfather who 
left his home in Queens Park and joined the 
Army aged 16 during World War One. 

“What is less well known is the story of the 
underage volunteers during World War Two.” 

■ See more news at www.yourthanet.co.uk. 


YOUR PERFECT FIREPLACE 



STOVES • GAS FIRES • FIREPLACES • CHIMNEY SYSTEMS • DESIGN CONSTRUCTION 


FIREPLACE & STONE CENTRE 
196 - 198 CANTERBURY ROAD, 
BIRCHINGTON, KENT, CT7 9AQ 
TEL: 01843 841 922 



WWW.fireplaceandstonecentre.co.uk 


Timeless Furniture.... 



> I I n 1 

14 Sufol A***, CT9 8JG 

0800 2888 244 www.lexTerteo.com 
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THE 

ARDEN & OUTDOO 
LIVING SHOW 2012 

SPONSORED BY S Kent on Sunday 

26TH & 27TH MAY 2012,ftUEX PARK ESTATE,BIRCHINGTON,KENT 

HAVEYOUBOOKEDYOUR 
STAND AT THE SHOW YET? 

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT ENDS ^ 
8TH APRIL 2012. STANDS FROM £?0 

Kent Events are pleased to offer you the opportunity to 
exhibit your business at The Garden and Outdoor Living 
Show 2012 which will take place on 26th and 27th May 
2012 in the wonderful outdoor setting of Quex Park 
Estate, Birchington, Kent. 

The Garden and Outdoor Living Show is about 
presenting to the public the very best of what businesses 
in Kent have to offer in Garden and Outdoor Living and 
will give visitors the opportunity to see and experience 
a wide range of exhibits ranging from seeds and plants 
through to garden cabins, structures and ornaments. 

To book your stand and get an 
Early Bird Discount call: 

07969 058951 

or email: info@kentevents.org.uk 
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OPINION 


Medway a city in all but name, 
despite our bid being rejected 

The future is bright for Medway, and we will not be knocked off track 
argues Mike O’Brien, a Conservative councillor on Medway Council 


MEDWAY was one of 2 5 areas 
to bid for city status as part of 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations this year. 

Even though the bookmak¬ 
ers had us running a close 
second, at 6-1, we were not 
successful this time, beaten to 
the title by Chelmsford, Perth 
and St Asaph. 

Whilst this is disappointing 
news, the City of Medway re¬ 
mains our aspiration - we are a 
city in all but name with our 
historic cathedral, four univer¬ 
sities and a diverse economy. 

Each of the five towns has its 
own distinct identity under one 
umbrella - Medway. It’s what 
makes our area unique. 

The bid was an excellent op¬ 
portunity to showcase all that 
is great about the area - just 
look at the positive national 
coverage Medway received for 


around 5p per person - it is 
helping to establish Medway 
firmly on the map. 

Whilst the vast majority of 
residents supported the bid, 
there were a small minority of 
vocal opponents. Most were 
not opposed to city status in 
principle, only disagreed on 
when and which part of Med¬ 
way should receive it. 

But the Government guide¬ 
lines were clear in that the ap¬ 
plication needed to be for the 
whole local authority area. 

We can take pride in the 
efforts that were made by eve¬ 
ryone in Medway including 
local businesses, newspapers, 
schools and the community, 
who have worked tirelessly to 
promote the area and can take 
pride in the knowledge that 
Medway is a fantastic and safe 
place to live and work. 


We have 28 days of free festi¬ 
vals, the most in the South East, 
and 2012 is going to be a Year 
of Celebration with the bi-cen¬ 
tenary of Dickens’ birth and 
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
playing a key part. 

This will culminate in a River 
Festival in June and six beacons 
being lit across the area. 

Medway has a rich heritage 
and close historic ties with the 
Armed Forces, which includes 
the Royal Engineers who will be 
celebrating their 200th anni¬ 
versary in Gillingham this year. 

It is also a centre for sporting 
excellence, with Medway Park 
now playing host to world 
championship events and as a 
pre-Olympic training camp for 
Senegal, Congo and Chad. 

In August it will be holding 
the British Transplant Games. 

We can see the regeneration 





We are 
building a 
Medway 
that our 
children 
will enjoy 


of the area taking shape before 
our eyes, with the new road in¬ 
frastructure completed and 
new housing being developed, 
such as at Victory Quays. 

There are now some 600 
companies employing 6,000 
people on the Medway City 
Estate alone and we are justifi¬ 
ably proud of the 12,000 
students studying in our four 
universities. 

We have wonderful country¬ 
side right on our doorstep, 
which is why the council is 
leading the fight against a 
Thames estuary airport. 

We have lots to be proud of 
in Medway; we will not be 
knocked offtrack. We are build¬ 
ing a Medway that our children 
will enjoy and prosper in, let us 
celebrate Medway and all that 
we have achieved and continue 
to achieve, together. 


KOS COMMENT 


Parent power wins out 
on grammar places 

THIS week saw the historic moment 
the district of Sevenoaks was finally 
granted the grammar school places its 
politicians and communities have been 
fighting to have for years. 

It marked a significant moment in the 
history of selective schooling, where 
there has been no major expansion of 
grammars for 50 years. While some 
who oppose the selective system may 
see this as a knock to the campaign 
against such schools, Kent is a selec¬ 
tive county and therefore whether for 
or against it, there needs to be provi¬ 
sion for children who pass the 11-plus. 

This was never an argument about 
whether selective schooling is right 
or wrong, this was about ensuring the 
right provision for our youngsters. 

Watch out April fools 

SUNDAY is potentially the worst day 
for April Fool’s Day. 

When your head is slightly fuzzy from 
the night before or simply relaxed - it’s 
when you’ll least expect a prank and 
are more likely to fall for it. So prank¬ 
sters, get ready to take advantage of all 
those unsuspecting victims. 



George feels lost 
He has dementia 

We understand dementia 


Open Day 18 th April 
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We can help 

01795 597431 


AvantePartnership is a registered charity 
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Svante) 

• - -*-2 cafe firiupport 

www.avantecaresupport.org.uk 
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Letters/emails/twitter 



Estuary airport 
is a done deal 

WASTE an opportunity and 
ensure High Speed 2 does not 
have proper connections with 
Heathrow. 

Claims to wish to explore 
all options for increased air 
capacity? 

Except, of course, for 
expansion at Stansted; except 
for Gatwick; except for 
expansion at Heathrow. 

Ignore calls from many 
prominent business leaders - 
including those in the aviation 
industry - to do so? 

Turn down a substantial 
financial offer from Sir Richard 
Branson to help pay for the 
expansion of Heathrow? 

Narrows it down a bit 
doesn’t it? 

Can Messrs Cameron and 
Johnson convince us they 
have not already made their 
minds up about the Thames 
estuary option? 

Bill Stevens, Faversham 


Public want 
truth, not lies 

IN THE interests of all of us 
campaigning to stop this so- 
called estuary airport, the Gov¬ 
ernment should not be 
running this country... they 
can’t even answer people’s 
emails. 

I’m aware they get thou¬ 
sands of emails, letters, but 
they can’t even answer the 
people who put them in office. 

Never again am I going to 
vote for any political party, all 
they do is lie and stab you in 
the back. 

Cameron said in 2010 
election manifesto that there 
would be no estuary airport - 
lies again. 

When will these people stop 
lying to us, the public? 

Then they have secret talks, 
saying it’s not in the public’s 
interest for us to know. No Mr 
Cameron, it is in my interest. 

Campaigns are hard enough 
without politics involved in 


them, so wake up government, 
give some answers. 

No estuary airport. 

Robert Standing, by email 

Town vision is 
a blind alley 

I ATTENDED the presentation 
at the Civic Centre about the 
Mary Portas project. 

I would like to reflect the 
concerns expressed by some 
members of local business 
that the feeling one gets 
coming into the town of 
Ashford is not what is expected 
given the immense publicity 
given nationally to the shared 
space and the logo ‘Ashford is 
the place to be’. 

I attended a conference in 
the town some 17 years ago. 

Our guest speaker was 
Richard Branson, the Virgin 
boss. He gave a warning to 
tackle the economic develop¬ 
ment of Ashford now because 
when Ebbfleet station opened 
it would be too late. I am sorry 
to say this has come true. 


Some 24 years on Ashford 
Borough Council and I have 
been to many presentations 
hearing what should be done 
for Ashford to prosper. 

Here we are in 2012, and 
we are still waiting for links 
from the station via the 
outlet village and the town 
centre, the education area, 
the transport hub and the 
commercial centre. 

So far nothing. 

Now we depend on a 
handout of £100,000 to 
revamp Pall Mall shopping 
precinct. 

We were told Ashford needs 
good schools, good leisure 
centres, an athletic stadium 
and a good department store 
to attract people to move to 
the area. We have them and 
if these people are here they 
should be shopping in Ashford. 

I don’t think they do. 

May I add my 24 years have 
been on the opposition bench 
of the council. 

No more visions, but more 
actions. 

Make Ashford a place people 


want to come and bring the 
family and enjoy a lovely day 

George Koowaree, 
Kent County Councillor for 
Ashford East, member of 
Town Centre Partnership 
Board 

Drivers must 
vote change in 

I THOROUGHLY agree with 
Brian Mooney of the Fair 
Deal for the Motorist Cam¬ 
paign, as he stated that 
nearly £50 billion is collected 
annually in direct motoring 
taxes, yet only about £4bn is 
reinvested in new or improved 
roads. 

Yet this greedy government 
is not satisfied that drivers 
are paying enough and wants 
to charge us for new roads 
which inevitably will lead 
to their goal of nationwide 
road tolls. 

To put this into perspective, 
about 8 5 per cent of passenger 
miles are by car, rising to 
about 92 per cent if we include 


bus/coach travel, with the 
small balance by rail. 

Yet a complete new rail 
system (Crossrail) is being 
constructed under London 
(which already has a good 
public transport system) at a 
cost of £15bn and proposals to 
spend a start-up £20bn on 
HS2, which will only be 
affordable to a very limited 
customer base and will rely on 
state subsidies forever. 

Private rail companies 
receive about £5 bn in 
subsidies, yet we still have 
some of the highest ticket 
prices in Europe. 

If people want to drive on 
good roads, have reasonable 
fuel costs and get a more 
balanced transport expendi¬ 
ture, then in both local 
and general elections, they 
have to think beyond the 
three major parties when it 
comes to voting. 

Otherwise regardless of 
party, it will just be more of the 
same. 

Terry Hudson, Herne Bay 

Responding to 
hidden threat 

THERE are 800,000 people 
living with dementia in the 
UK, yet a new report by the 
Alzheimer’s Society shows 
that three quarters of us don’t 
feel the country is geared up to 
deal with dementia. 

The Dementia 2012 
report has found that almost 
half a million people with 
dementia are battling 
depression, loneliness or 
anxiety. 

Not only do they face a 
struggle for a diagnosis and 
support from the health and 
social care system, but 
everyday things we all take 
for granted - getting to the 
shops, spending time with 
friends and family, getting 
money from the bank, 
going on holiday - are made 
difficult by the lack of under¬ 
standing of dementia in our 
communities. 

We must face up to the fact 
that people with dementia and 
their carers are being failed. 

In the 1950s attitudes to 
cancer changed, and in the 
1980s we did the same for 
Aids. 

Now is the time to begin a 
movement on dementia. 

From Plymouth to Preston 
and from the boardroom to bus 
drivers, we all need to respond 
to the dementia challenge. 

Rosemary Barfoot, 
Hildenborough 
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Advice pays dividends 
as mystery gets solved 


Q I WROTE to you after my 
husband died and I found 
payments had been going from 
his Barclays account to a firm called 
Readycredit. I had no replies from the 
firms you identified who have Ready¬ 
credit as part of their name, so I tried 
the last resort you suggested and traced 
the payments through Barclays to 
Santander. They looked into it and I 
received almost the full amount back, 
which was very welcome. Thank you 
very much indeed for your help. 

It is always good to hear that 
advice has worked and a reader 
is better off. You found from 
bank statements your husband’s 
Barclays account had been paying £13 
a month to a mysterious firm called 
Readycredit. These payments, totalling 
£2,743, were completely unexplained, 
and after your husband died, nobody 
contacted you or his bank to ask why 
they had stopped. I found a number of 
firms with offshoots or departments 
called Readycredit. They included 
Arcadia Group, which is linked to 
Burton Menswear, and Viking 
Collection, which is linked to 
Santander-owned Abbey National. The 
real problem was the payments were 
made by standing order. All Barclays 
knew was the sort code and account 
number to which the money was sent. 
So, top marks to Barclays for tracing 
where the cash ended up, and I am 
pleased it found its way back to you. 

Q MY husband and I live in a 

house with 18 acres of pasture 
land attached, used for our own 
horses and for growing hay for our 
own use. We have a barn and stables, 
and have been here 18 years after 
buying the property and land as one 
lot. We are now thinking of downsiz¬ 
ing, but I have heard to my horror that 
capital gains tax could be due on any 
profit made on the sale of the land, 
even though it is part of our home. Is 
this a recent ruling? 

THERE has been no change in 
the rules, and I am afraid you 
may well be facing a bill for 
capital gains tax. Your best bet is to try 
to minimise it by claiming the allow¬ 
ances and reliefs that are available. The 
basic rule is that we are all allowed one 
home that is free from gains tax when 
we sell it. In official language, this 
exemption includes any garden or 
grounds that are necessary for the 
“reasonable enjoyment” of the 
property, having regard to its size and 
character. The taxman will not bat an 
eyelid at land up to 5,000sq m, but 18 
acres is more than 72,000sq m. You 
will need a professional negotiator - 
perhaps a local accountant working 
with a valuer - to try to show that the 
land matches the size and character of 
your house. Since keeping horses is 
probably not nowadays seen as being 
necessary for the reasonable enjoyment 



of your home, I am not optimistic. But 
you can reduce the tax by claiming the 
annual gains tax exemption, and relief 
for any improvements and the legal 
and other costs linked to the sale. 

9 1 AM named as executor in my 
cousin’s will, but we lost touch 
years ago. What is the proce- 
ir resigning as executor while he 
is still alive? 

IF YOU cannot contact your 
cousin, there is no way to tell 
him that you no longer want 
this responsibility. You can only wait 
until he dies and then decline to act as 
executor. 

AQ I HAVE been left £1,000 of War 
Loan. How do I encash this, and 
is it worth £1,000? 

War Loan is money borrowed 
by the Government, originally 
to fund the World War One. It 
pays 3.5pc interest and trades on the 
stock market, currently at about £840 
for a £1,000 certificate. Your bank’s 
stockbroking department can sell it for 
you. 

Q I AM sending you a letter I 

received from Mr Ling Huan, of 
the Wing Lung Bank in Hong 
Kong. It is obviously a trick, but I 
thought other readers might be 
amused, and there is always the 
chance someone may be tempted to 
respond. Does this bank actually exist? 
THE Wing Lung Bank really 
does exist, but I doubt if the 
same can be said for Ling 
Huan. Last year another reader also 
sent me a letter he received from Ling 
Huan, spinning the same yarn about 
how a customer had died, leaving a 
huge amount of cash unclaimed in 
his account. The reader was asked to 
pose as the deceased’s next of kin, 
claim the money, and split it with 
Ling Huan - exactly the same scheme 
as proposed in the letter you have 
received. Nobody should fall for this. 
You are right. It is a trick. Anyone 
who replies will be milked for legal 
fees, taxes and bribes. And, of course, 
there is no treasure trove of un¬ 
claimed cash, just as there is no Ling 
Huan. 

■ If you have a personal-finance 
question, write to Tony Hetherington, 
MyMoney24, Prospect House, 

Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 IRE. 

We regret that neither Tony nor 
the MyMoney24 team can enter 
into personal correspondence. 






Stop smoking for your 
financial good health 

The health benefits of stopping smoking are well 
documented, but those who kick the habit can also 
find themselves quids in. ADAM AIKEN reports 



NO IFS OR BUTTS: Kicking the habit can save serious cash on insurance costs 


TOP TIPS 


■ As with all insurance 
products, do not automatically 
plump for the lowest premiums 
without looking at what you are 
getting for your money. Check 
the smallprint. Although 
stopping smoking is Likely to 
Lower your premiums on a Like- 
for-like basis, choosing what 
cover to buy should not be 
simply about price. 

■ Take care when filling out your 
application form and make sure 
your answers are truthful and 
correct. Give all your relevant 
personal information and 
medical history. If you don't, you 
risk any claim being rejected. 


■ As with a will, always review 
your Life insurance and/or 
critical illness cover if your 
circumstances change. A 
new job, getting married or 
divorced or starting a family 
might all be events that 
impact your requirements 
when it comes to taking out 
protection. 

■ Don't assume your bank will 
give you the best deal. It might 
do, of course, but there are 
plenty of comparison sites, 
brokers and standalone Life 
insurance providers who might 
offer you lower premiums for 
the same (or better) cover. 


WE have recently had the latest No- 
Smoking Day - the annual event 
when people are encouraged to pack 
in the habit. 

There is rarely a shortage of pres¬ 
sure on smokers to change their be¬ 
haviour. Scare tactics are often used, 
but campaigners can also opt for 
gentler approaches. 

What is usually consistent, howev¬ 
er, is the content of these campaigns, 
with a strong focus on health. 

But on top of the obvious health 
grounds, there are also good finan¬ 
cial reasons to stop smoking. 

For a start, there is the increasing 
cost of tobacco. Against the backdrop 
of higher living costs, wage freezes 
and high unemployment, it is easy to 
see just how much smoking can make 
an ever-bigger dent in your pocket. 

Following the recent budget, a 
packet of 20 cigarettes now costs an 
average of nearly £7.50. That means 
someone smoking 20 a day will 
spend about £2,750 a year on the 
habit. 

If national insurance and tax are 
taken into account, a basic-rate tax¬ 
payer needs to earn approaching 
£4,000 a year to pay for it. 

Heavier smokers, of course, will 
spend even more than this. 

But even if you are a ‘casual’ 
smoker and you puff away a lot less 
than this, you could still find yourself 
stung financially. 

For a start, some home insurers 
will ask if you are a smoker because 
homes with smokers in them are of¬ 
ten considered to be more at risk of 
catching fire. 

But the real savings often come 
with life insurance policies. 

According to price-comparison 
service Moneysupermarket.com, a 
smoker can pay thousands of pounds 
extra for life insurance and critical 
illness cover compared with their 
non-smoking peers. 

So added to the cost of not having 
to buy tobacco any more, the savings 
can quickly mount up for those who 
give up smoking. 

Emma Walker, head of protection 
at Moneysupermarket, said: “Not 
only can smokers reap the medical 
benefits of kicking the habit, they can 
avoid letting their hard-earned cash 
go up in smoke, too. 

“With significant savings to be 
made, those who make the decision 
to quit should shop around for the 
best insurance deal to suit their 
circumstances.” 


Moneysupermarket’s research dem¬ 
onstrates some of the savings people 
can make by stopping smoking. 

A 30-year-old man looking to take 
out £150,000-worth of combined 
critical illness cover and life insur¬ 
ance could save at least £5,490 with 
Aviva over 25 years if he stopped 
smoking. A woman wanting the 
same level of cover could save at least 
£2,740 with Ageas Protect. 

A word of warning, though: insur¬ 
ance companies consider ex-smokers 
to be “non-smokers” only a year af¬ 
ter they have given up. You cannot 
stop today and immediately qualify 
for lower premiums. 

Matt Morris, senior policy adviser 


at life insurance broker Lifesearch, 
said it was important to shop around 
for a better deal once you have be¬ 
come a non-smoker, but he warned 
that other changes in your health 
meant there was no certainty that 
you would be able to cut the overall 
cost. 

He said cheaper premiums were 
not certain, as they also depended on 
age and health, but there was a very 
good chance that they would fall. 

“It is important to make sure you 
have a new policy in place before 
cancelling the existing one, as a new 
policy could turn up some nasty sur¬ 
prises in underwriting and may even 
be declined if your health has 
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IF you have a business story or 
any news you think we should 
be covering in this section, 
reporter Nick Ames would 
like to hear from you. 

You can phone him on 01303 
817181 or alternatively email 
nick.ames@archant.co.uk. 
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Business Week 


online@www.businessforkent.co.uk 


Your business is our business 


'Accentuating the positive will 
boost trade and investment’ 


Olga D’Silva, head of Zen Languages 
and chair of loD Kent's International 
Business Forum, gives her perspective 
on the state of the county's economy 
and what its prospects might be 


R ECENT weeks have seen 
an encouraging number 
of positive surveys about 
the UK’s trade, manufac¬ 
turing, construction and 
service sectors. 

Interest rates are at an all-time low; 
however, this is tempered by difficult 
trading in some parts of the retail 
sector, escalating fuel prices and, for 
some companies, difficulties with rais¬ 
ing business finance. The continued 
uncertainty within the Eurozone also 
affects the UK’s economic success. 

Economists are not short with sup¬ 
plying reams of economic data, but how 
are we supposed to interpret this? 

Indeed, the Governor of the Bank of 
England, Sir Mervyn King, has said that 
for much of 2012 we will most prob¬ 
ably see a ‘zigzagging’ in positive and 
negative quarterly growth. 

Personally, I do detect some shoots of 
optimism for the UK economy; how¬ 
ever, data is ‘data’, and as a business¬ 
woman I am passionate about how we 
can make Kent’s economy better. 

‘Economic success’ is an abstract; 
we’re actually talking about ‘people 
success’. So, who is responsible for con¬ 
tributing to ‘people success’? 

Well, of course it’s the Government, 
local authorities in the form of Kent 
County Council and Medway Council, 
district councils, business-support or¬ 
ganisations, schools, colleges, universi¬ 
ties and, not least, the private sector. 

But we all have a responsibility in 
‘people success’ and, to ensure this, I 
believe we must foster a greater sense of 
positivity and collaboration. 

We only need to look at the UK unem¬ 


ployment figures published in March 
2012. There are 2.67 million people 
unemployed, of which, alarmingly, 
22.5 per cent are young people aged 16 
to 24. We must do everything we can to 
halt this statistic, particularly youth 
unemployment; we cannot afford to 
have a lost generation. 

In fact, Sir Mervyn, when inter¬ 
viewed by young journalists 
as part of the BBC’s School 
Report, said; “It’s far easier 
being the Governor of the 
Bank of England than 
being unemployed.” 

So, what are we doing 
to make the Kent econo¬ 
my stronger? 

In March, for example, I 
was privileged to attend two 
events, one highlighting Kent 
as a great business location and the 
other supporting young Kent entrepre¬ 
neurs. 

At the Kent Foundation For Young 
Entrepreneurs event, an initiative 
backed by KCC, it was good to meet 
young people who have already set up 
in business, and as the ‘mature’ busi¬ 


ness community we learned how we 
can support them more, including 
through mentoring. Indeed, IoD Kent 
complements the work of the Kent 
Foundation through the Kent Associa¬ 
tion Of Young Entrepreneurs. 

Both initiatives explore ways of help¬ 
ing young people to succeed in business, 
but Kevin Lynes, KCC cabinet 
member for economic devel¬ 
opment and regeneration, 
said: “We must do more to 
encourage entrepreneur¬ 
ial activity.” 

At the Locate in Kent 
event, we learned how 
businesses can become 
‘business champions’ to 
promote Kent as a “21st- 
century location to live and 
work”. I can endorse this; I love 
living and working in Kent, but we all 
need to champion why it’s so good to be 
in Kent in our business dealings. 

There is plenty of other business sup¬ 
port; however, I do recognise that many 
companies are confused about the busi¬ 
ness support offerings in Kent. 

Are you aware, for example, that you 


can receive a subsidy to take on an 
apprentice? Did you know the Govern¬ 
ment recently launched the National 
Export Challenge via UK Trade & 
Investment supporting the SME sector 
(small and medium-sized enterprises) to 
trade internationally? 

You may have heard of Enterprise 
Europe Network or various European 
initiatives, including 2 Seas Trade, but 
how do you access these to help your 
business? 

KCC has recognised Kent’s business- 
support needs to be more coherent. So, 
at the Kent 2020 Exhibition in April, 
you can learn all about the Backing 
Kent Business initiative, as well as the 
launch of Kent International Business. 

These are backed by stakeholders and 
partners including IoD Kent through 
the International Business Forum, 
sponsored by HSBC, Kent Invicta Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, Locate in Kent, 
BSK-CiC (Business Support Kent), UK 
Trade & Investment and universities. 

In March, we saw David Cameron and 
Barack Obama accentuating the positive 
in the UK-US relationship and we must 
capitalise on this for our UK-US business 
dealings. Indeed, in September 2012, 
KCC’s international team is leading a 
trade mission to Virginia and Boston, 
which you could take part in. 

I strongly believe that we can help 
ourselves by taking positive actions, 
adopting a ‘can-do’ attitude and a 
greater sense of collaboration. 

That way, we won’t have to try to in¬ 
terpret economic data - we can create 
our own economic data and all help to 
ensure the economic health, wealth 
and success of the people of ‘Kent pic’. 



Numbers add up for charity that takes 
on accountancy firm to balance books 


Web-developer after Collaborators who 
need help to get their message across 


CREASEYS, the Tunbridge Wells 
accountancy firm, has been appointed 
as auditor to the charity Compaid. 

The Paddock Wood group, which 
celebrated its 25th anniversary last 
year, supports disabled people by both 
getting them involved with computers 
and providing much-needed transport 
solutions. 

Compaid offers a range of practical 
services, using information technology 
and other resources, to enable disabled 
adults and children in and around Kent 
to maximise their social, creative, 
learning and employment opportunities. 

Creaseys has many years of 
experience of acting for registered 
charities and not-for-profit 
organisations and understands the 
culture and aims of such groups. 

"We were delighted to have been 


appointed as Compaid's auditor," said 
Roger Ward, heads of the Creaseys 
charities unit. 

"We work with a variety of charities 
and it’s nice to develop a partnership 
with one so close to our offices." 

Stephen Elsden, chief executive of 
Compaid, said: "Creaseys is well 
respected locally, but it also has good 
national and international reach, and 
that particularly attracted us." 

Mr Ward said his experience of 
handling assignments in the voluntary 
sector enabled him to adopt an 
approach he considered essential to 
modern accountancy - the ability to 
listen to and understand clients' wants 
and to care for their needs. 

Fie said: "We are looking forward to 
working with Compaid and supporting 
them in the important work they do." 


CFIATFIAM web-developer Netsite is on 
the hunt for organisations, particularly 
‘not-for-profit’ groups and charities, to 
pioneer the use of online communities 
that allow people to communicate and 
collaborate. 

Netsite, established 14 years ago, has 
already worked successfully with NFIS 
South East Coast and NFIS West Kent 
on projects such as the Learning 
Network and FHealthy Passport Club. 

Now the Netsite team wants to 
encourage charities to try out a new 
application called Collabor8tor 
that can bring a range of benefits in a 
cost-effective way. 

Managing director Paul Duthoit said: 
"We are willing to work with 
organisations with a limited budget 
and, in the early days for pioneers, only 
make a charge to cover our costs, in 


order to spread the word about 
Collabor8tor. For instance, housing 
associations wanting to set up an online 
community would find the tool really 
useful to enable residents to 
communicate, discuss, learn and share 
information quickly and easily. 

“It is called managed social/ 
collaborative networking - we are 
creating a platform with controlled 
access that enables groups of 
employees and customers to 
collaborate and improve services." 

www.netsite.co.uk offers a range 
of services from bespoke website 
design through to content-managed 
e-recruitment systems. 

The company has clients including 
the NFIS, Rochester Avionic Archives, 
Crewsaver and The Historic Dockyard 
Chatham. 


■ FOR ALL THE LATEST JOBS IN KENT - with more than 1,500 advertised - SEE OUR WEBSITE WWW. JOBS24.CO.UK/KENT 
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4 Policies ride roughshod over 
Coalition’s green credentials’ 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

THE Government’s stated com¬ 
mitment to protecting the en¬ 
vironment has been exposed 
as a sham by the Budget, say 
campaigners who highlight 
“an economic path which locks 
us into unsustainable, high- 
carbon, short-term growth”. 

They say that many parts of 
Kent have been put under sev¬ 
ere threat by policies put for¬ 
ward by Chancellor George Os¬ 
borne in his 2012 statement. 

Proposals to expand airport 
capacity in the South East - 
including the possibility of an 
environmentally-damaging 
hub in the Thames estuary - 
have also come under fire. 

Martin Harper, Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB) conservation director, 
said: “George Osborne’s plan 
for growth clearly involves 
building more infrastructure, 
more roads and more runways, 
but this must be compatible 
with the green economy we 
have been promised so many 
times by this government. 

“In the autumn statement 
last year, Mr Osborne set out 
a plan for short-sighted eco¬ 
nomic growth based on the 
mistaken belief that environ¬ 
mental protection is a burden 
on business. 

“In his Budget speech he has 
continued to commit us to that 
path, locking us into an unsus¬ 
tainable economic plan that 
fails to take into account the 
very real value of our wildlife 
and countryside.” 

The RSPB added that envi¬ 
ronmental safeguards in no 
way hindered positive econom¬ 
ic development. 

Steve Gilbert, conservation 
programme manager for RSPB 
South East, said: “As a result of 
safeguards such as the Habitats 
Regulations, developers, plan¬ 
ners and conservationists have 
worked together to find creative 



FLIGHT OF solutions to development that 

FANCY? The could otherwise potentially 

Government damage protected areas, 

has said that “Under the Habitats Regu- 
plans for a lations a major new port devel- 

giant airport opment, London Gateway, is 

in the wildlife- taking place in the middle of 

rich Thames the Thames while safeguarding 

estuary are to the area’s incredible and 

be considered heavily-protected wildlife, 

in its review of “Our government has pled- 
aviation policy ged to halt biodiversity loss by 
the end of the decade and has 
also set itself tough targets on 
carbon emissions. 

“Any proposals that would 
allow an airport to be built on 
the wildlife-rich mudflats of 
north Kent would blast a hole 
through these promises. 

“The area is home to hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of wintering 
wetland birds and enjoys the 
highest level of legal protection 
available. 


“It is of global environmental 
significance, a fact that has 
helped see off several previous 
proposals for airports in the 
area. The Government’s own 
groundbreaking Natural Eco¬ 
systems Assessment unveiled 
last year highlighted the eco¬ 
nomic importance of green 
spaces and wildlife-rich sites 
like the Thames estuary. 

“Politicians have promised 
us a new ‘green economy’ so 
many times that some of us 
even started believing it. 

“We agree that development 
is necessary if the UK is to re¬ 
main competitive, we agree that 
our economy needs to grow to 
enable all of us to prosper. But 
this must not happen at the cost 
of our environment. ” 

The Government is to release 
full details of its review of the 
Habitats Regulations - the 


most important system of pro¬ 
tection for wildlife-rich habitat 
- and this week unveiled re¬ 
form of the planning system. 

Jamie Weir, of CPRE Protect 
Kent, said: “Despite initially 
snubbing the idea of increased 
airport capacity in the South 
East, the Government seems to 
have now done a U-turn on it. 

“If airports within the UK 
better allocate their slots and 
utilise smart-hubbing, we can 
avoid an unnecessary and 
costly development that is un¬ 
likely to bring economic pros¬ 
perity yet could destroy a huge 
amount of our countryside. 

“The idea that we must build 
a new airport in the South East 
is incredibly short-sighted and 
fails to take account of the 
powerful arguments we have 
for not developing any new 
aviation capacity.” 


‘End is nigh’ for our arcades after Budget changes the game 


AMUSEMENT arcades could be forced to 
close by new regulations introduced in the 
Budget concerning tax on gaming machines. 

Arcade machines will be subjected to 
Machine Games Duty introduced on gross 
profits and set at two rates: 20 per cent, and 
5 per cent for machines with very low prizes. 

The amusements, traditionally called ‘one- 
armed bandits', have long been a feature of the 
Kent seaside resort - but the industry has been 
struggling to maintain momentum for years. 

Arcade trade association BACTA says it is 
hugely alarmed at these rates, having 
repeatedly told the Treasury that rates of 
anything above 15 per cent and 3 per cent will 
cripple the industry and cause many closures. 


Derek Petrie, president of BACTA, said: 

"The end for many amusement arcades is nigh. 
Despite hundreds of small-business-owners 
warning politicians for 18 months now of the 
danger that Machine Games Duty would present 
to our industry, Chancellor George Osborne has 
failed to listen. 

"The rates that the minister has proposed for 
his new tax on arcades are simply too high and 
will result in another cruel wave of closures on 
the seaside. 

"It is inconceivable that a Government 
supposedly committed to small business and to 
tourism has made this decision - 300 arcades 
and 1,000 jobs have already gone. 

"Now more will follow." 



LOW EBB: Margate seafront could decline further 


Do you dread the 
PowerPoint call? 

A NEW concept in visual presentation for 
business is being pioneered by a Maidstone 
company. 

Vidoons says it provides an alternative to 
traditional slide-show-orientated company 
gatherings as well as offering multi-media 
opportunities to firms. 

"We're on a mission to save the world from 
death by PowerPoint," says the comany’s 
promotional Literature. 

The company creates animations, caricatures 
and cartoons which can form part of slide¬ 
shows, along with video, music and voice-overs. 

These can be used for presentations, websites 
and videos. 

The company says its service is unique - so a 
new word had to be coined to describe it. 

Vidoons is the brainchild of Patrick Blower, a 
cartoonist who has drawn for The Daily 
Telegraph, The Guardian and the London 
Evening Standard, and former BBC producer and 
film-maker Graham Majin. 

The company put its videos online to attract 
its initial trade. 

"There's nothing quite Like what we do 
anywhere in the world," said Mr Blower. 

"Vidoons - a mixture of video and cartooning is 
unique - so we had to invent a new word." 

A Vidoon posted on YouTube recently gained 
60,000 hits in just a few months and Law firms, 
universities, environmental organisations and 
the London Philharmonic Orchestra are among 
its clients. 


ACCORDING TO VIDOONS... 


■ A survey found that 33 per cent of 
respondents dreaded creating a 
presentation while 29 per cent dreaded 
sitting through one. 

■ Twenty per cent said they would prefer 
going to the dentist. 

■ A political party, the Anti-PowerPoint 
Party, has been formed in Switzerland to 
ban PowerPoint, which, it claims, wastes 
more than £200 billion a year by taking 
people away from ‘real work’. 

"We're putting the story-telling back into 
people's presentations" said Majin. 

"It doesn't matter whether the presentation 
is about a company’s sales figures, their new IT 
system, or about how they're trying to reduce 
carbon emissions. 

"We all Love cartoons and we all Love to hear 
a story: Vidoons turn presentations into stories. 

"Your audience sees something start to 
appear and they're irresistibly drawn into it. It's a 
visual journey." 

At the moment some 50 per cent of the 
company's business is coming from the US, with 
New York-based not-for-profit inspirational 
speaking organisation TED - which works with 
people such as Bill Clinton, AL Gore and Bill 
Gates - among its Latest clients. 

"I'd say at Least 50 per cent of enquires come 
from the US" said Majin. 

"I think it's because the US has a more 
extrovert culture. They expect higher Levels of 
showmanship and communication in all walks 
of Life and that includes business presentations. 
Show-and-teLL is a big part of their childhood 
experience. 

"We're very comfortable working for global 
customers. The Government says it wants to 
make the UK a global-innovation hub, with a 
specific focus on the digital-creative sector. 
"We're happy to be part of that. 

"It's great to think of people around the world 
using Vidoons in their presentations. Anything 
that makes the world's presentations Less 
tedious and more fun has got to be a good thing." 











www.kentnews.co.uk 


EAS 


week ending ApriL 1, 2012 I 37 


Business Week 


For more business news go to businessforkent.co.uk 


ADVERTISER’S ANNOUNCEMENT 




Y OUR starter for 10: Name 

something that any businessman 
or woman knows is essential, really 
doesn’t like dealing with and often 
gets shoved to the bottom of the 
‘must do’ pile. 

Insurance. Not exactly the sexiest topic to 
inspire the county’s entrepreneurs, who are 
bombarded with conflicting claims about who 
provides the best cover for the cheapest price. 

You can even go compare at the money 
supermarket, but you’ll end up as mystified as 
a meerkat. Which is why it pays to use someone 
like Simon Hammond. 

The Hammond Consultancy, based in 
Ashford, specialises in insurance for business, 
takes the complexity out of choosing the right 
policy and manages the process, from helping 
fill in the initial forms to advising on making a 
claim. 

Simon’s assiduous attention to detail - he deals 
with all clients personally - and his 10-year track 
record means he has won increasing market 
share among Kent companies, from sole traders 
to fast-growing corporates with turnovers from 
£10,000 to £10 million. 

His philosophy is simple: source the most 
competitive quotes, react quickly to enquiries 
and check with clients before policy renewal 
dates to ensure they provide adequate cover. 
Personal service with a capital PS. 

“Of course, there’s always someone who 
will offer a cheaper deal, but the real issue is 
providing the right cover and making sure that 
policies meet the needs of businesses as they 
grow,” says Simon. 

However, he is mindful that tough times call 
for value-for-money and he is justifiably proud 
of saving a major client £24,000 a year in 
premiums on a portfolio of policies. 

And there’s also his ability to respond quickly: 
he recently provided insurance in less than 24 
hours for a celebrity client borrowing £35,000 
worth of jewellery for a photoshoot. 

If you would like advice on business 
insurance, contact Simon Hammond at 
The Hammond Consultancy: 

• Telephone 01233 712812 
• info@thehammondconsultancy.co.uk 
• www.thehammondconsultancy.co.uk 


Business insurance, it’s more 
important than meerkats... 

SOLETRADERS 

_j i-oecinnfltP ahOLT 


MON Hammond is passionate about ensuring that start-up 

of business in the event of a fire. 


TESTIMONIALS 


HERE'S what some of Simon Hammond’s clients say about The 
Hammond Consultancy... 

You set the standards for others to follow... it is very refreshing to 
come across a professional, polite and prompt service. I have no 
hesitation in recommending your organisation." 

M O’Donnell, head of finance and human resources, 
The Elite group of companies 

I he Hammond Consultancy provides us with a comprehensive and 
thorough evaluation of our insurance needs, then finds us an insurance 
company who give service and value. Just what we need to get on with 
our own business." 

D Aisher, managing director, Drakes Plumbing Supplies 

The Hammond Consultancy took the time to understand our needs, 
and then delivered exactly what was required." 

P Stratton, financial controller, Neville UK pic 
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Training, courses and careers 


Students showing 
off forensic skills 

FORENSIC science students from Canterbury 
College have been using their skills to investi¬ 
gate cars involved in road traffic collisions. 

Year 2 BTEC students gathered forensic 
evidence from a vehicle involved in a serious 
collision when they visited Copart vehicle 
salvage yard in Sandwich. 

They examined the vehicle to find clues 
which told the story of how it crashed. 

The session helped them learn how traffic 
accident investigators use scientific investigative 
techniques to reconstruct the events leading to 
accidents. 

It was the first time forensic science students 
had been able to put themselves in the shoes of 
traffic accident investigators. 

Tutor Trevor Boddy said: "The visit allowed 
the students to complete their studies regarding 
road traffic collision investigation. Without such 
a visit it would have been difficult for them to 
get the understanding they need to pass." 

Forensic investigation students at Canterbury 
College work with industry experts and go on 
various trips to broaden their knowledge. 

Recently, students learned about crime scene 
investigation when Kent Police forensic 
specialists held a class at the college. 

For more on forensic science at the college, go 
to www.canterburycollege.ac.uk/science. 


BLuewater lesson 
in product display 

SFIEPPEY students visited John Lewis 
Blue-water for a masterclass in creating eye¬ 
catching product displays. 

The department store is supporting students 
studying for a BTEC first diploma in business, 
retail and fashion marketing level 2 to apply aca¬ 
demic theory to practical situations. 

Staff from visual merchandise team, who are 
responsible for creating displays in the shop, 
shared their knowledge on how to prepare, plan 
and install displays, using that season’s key 
fashion and home trends. 

Students also had a behind-the-scenes visit 
to the visual merchandising studio and 
workshop to see the team at work, followed 
by a practical session where they made their 
own designs. 

Lecturer Anne Minett said: "Our visit to John 
Lewis was truly inspirational for the students 
and proved that ‘seeing really is believing'. 

“Whilst this is taught in college, students 
really benefit from hearing this and experiencing 
service standards expected in the workplace 
from major employers and especially from a 
department store with a reputation for the 
highest standard of customer service." 


Apprentices’ chance to 
put best foot forward 


YOUNG people across Kent and 
Medway interested in a career 
in health and social care are be¬ 
ing invited to join Medway 
Community Healthcare as an 
apprentice. 

Successful applicants will 
undertake an apprenticeship 
that will combine studying to¬ 
wards a diploma in business 
administration, or health and 
social care, with working at 
Medway Community Health¬ 
care, which provides a range of 
NHS community health servic¬ 
es for adults and children. 

It also supplies specialist, ur¬ 
gent, and out-of-hours services. 

Helen Cunningham, human 
resources and organisational 
development director, 
said: “As an appren¬ 
tice you can get 
your career off 
to a great 
start. 

“Not 
only will 
you gain 
valuable 
experience 
in a full¬ 
time job but 
also study to¬ 
wards a recog¬ 
nised vocational 
qualification, a techni¬ 
cal certificate, functional skills 
in English and maths, and com¬ 
plete a range of in-house train¬ 
ing programmes - all of which 
are fully funded. ” 

No experience is necessary to 
apply for an apprenticeship as 
all training is offered as part of 
the scheme. 

Since the Medway Commu¬ 
nity Healthcare apprenticeship 
scheme began in April, 2010, 
10 students have completed 
apprenticeships. 

Of those who have completed 
their apprenticeship, six now 
have permanent jobs with 
Medway Community Health¬ 
care in teams including dental, 
nutrition and dietetics and hu¬ 



man resources. The remaining 
apprentices have gained places 
at university or gone into other 
areas of employment, includ¬ 
ing the British Army. 

Former apprentice Liz Em¬ 
ery, 21, completed her appren¬ 
ticeship in April 2011 and now 
works in the practice develop¬ 
ment team. 

She has been part of the in¬ 
terview panel for new appren¬ 
ticeships, and said: “The ap¬ 
prenticeship gave me 
everything I wanted. I was able 
to earn a wage while studying 
and developing new skills and 
the experience I gained helped 
me to secure a permanent job.” 

Apprentices can choose to 
study towards an ad¬ 
vanced apprentice¬ 
ship in health 
and social care 
in either res¬ 
piratory or 
podiatry 
(foot) care 
which will 
involve 
working 
with pa¬ 
tients and 
clinical staff, 
as well as offer¬ 
ing administrative 
support to the team. 

The apprenticeships take 18 
months and involve visiting 
patients at home to provide 
care, information and advice. 

A 12-month administration 
apprenticeship is also available 
in the podiatry service. This 
role will involve a full range of 
administrative tasks including 
liaising with patients and staff; 
organising appointments; deal¬ 
ing with enquiries; and main¬ 
taining accurate records. 

Apprentices earn £97.50 a 
week. The closing date for appli¬ 
cations is Monday, April 16. To 
apply visit https://apprentice- 
shipvacancymatchingservice. 
lsc.gov.uk/navms/forms/candi¬ 
date/ Apprenticeships, aspx. 



OPPORTUNITY: Medway Community Healthcare is looking to take on new apprentices 


Ed u Kent 

quality education support services 


EduKent is the one-stop shop for quality services at outstanding value for schools 
and academies; from HR to catering to teaching and curriculum development. 

Visit our website at www.kent.gov.uk/edukent or call us on 08458 247 501 

Come and visit our stand at the Academies Show on 16 May at Olympia, London 


Academies 
Show: >012 


Kentm 

County 7 f 4 
Council * / 
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Schools & education 


KENT 

sponsored by EDUCATION 


Student chef cooks up a storm to 
win prestigious French competition 


THANET College student Joe 
Gray, who is studying to be a 
chef, has won the prestigious 
Auguste Escoffier Foundation 
cooking competition. 

Joe, 19, from Deal, studies 
Professional Chef Level 3 at the 
college. Four colleges from the 
South East were teamed up with 
French colleges, and students 
worked in pairs to cook the same 
two-course meal in three hours. 

Thanet College was teamed 
with Lycee Francis de Croisset, in 
Grasse, and Joe worked with stu¬ 


dent Sonia Gomes on their dish. 

He cooked the main meal of 
sea bass Cleopatra with stuffed 
courgette flowers and saffron po¬ 
tatoes, while Sonia made the 
dessert of lemon tuille. 

The judges, including top 
French chefs, praised Joe’s classi¬ 
cal interpretation of the dish, de¬ 
scribing his food as “faultless”. 

Roger Phillips, programme 
area manager for catering and 
hospitality, said: “This is a first- 
rate competition with the op¬ 
portunity for French and Eng¬ 


lish students to work together. 

“Joe represented the college 
exceptionally well and had an 
excellent result. It’s an experi¬ 
ence he’ll never forget.” 

Chef tutor Steve Kendall men¬ 
tored Joe, and said: “His classical 
approach to the dish was the 
right approach to take.” 

Joe said he enjoyed compet¬ 
ing, and added: “Working un¬ 
der such immense pressure as 
well as having the language 
barrier was difficult, but a great 
experience.” 



SCHOOL DAYS: The Countess of Wessex helped her old school celebrate its 125th anniversary 

Royal old girl gets in on the act 


PUPILS and staff at Kent College Pembury 
welcomed back old girl the Countess of Wessex 
Last week. 

The college is celebrating its 125th anniversary 
year and Sophie officially re-opened the college 
theatre which has been re-named the Countess 
of Wessex Theatre following its refurbishment a 
year after it was damaged in a fire. 

The countess, who attended the girls' 
school in Pembury from 1976-81, said she 
was delighted to return and commented on the 
happy years she had at the school. 

Sophie had the opportunity to meet and chat 


with girls in the prep and senior school who 
proudly cheered and waved windmills to mark 
occasion. 

Pupils treated the countess to an excerpt of 
the school's theatre production of A Midsummer 
Night's Dream, before announcing the official re¬ 
opening of the Countess of Wessex Theatre. 

Students also released 125 balloons to mark 
the occasion and to celebrate the school's 125th 
anniversary. 

During her visit, Sophie enjoyed an informal 
Lunch with some of her former teachers - who 
even brought along some of her old school books. 


Grammar pupils celebrating after 
winning places at top universities 


EIGHT Maidstone Grammar 
School students are celebrating 
after being offered places at tliree 
of the world’s top seats of learn¬ 
ing - University of Oxford, Uni¬ 
versity of Cambridge, and Har¬ 
vard University in America. 

They will all start their de¬ 
gree courses in September. 

Deputy headmaster Paul 
Smith said he was absolutely 
delighted the students’ talents 
had been recognised by such 


prestigious universities. 

He said: “Rob Ledniczky is 
the first student in the school’s 
460 year history to win a place 
at Harvard and the number of 
offers students have received 
from Oxford and Cambridge is 
the best we have achieved for 
over 10 years.” 

The successful students are: 
Alec Cunningham (University 
of Cambridge - law); Robert 
Ledniczky (Harvard University 


- liberal arts); Thomas King¬ 
ston (University of Cambridge 
-mathematics); Joshua Mustill 
(University of Cambridge - eco¬ 
nomics); Toby Abbott (Univer¬ 
sity of Oxford - history and 
politics); Philip Burgess (Uni¬ 
versity of Cambridge - econom¬ 
ics); Emily Chadwick (Univer¬ 
sity of Cambridge - modern 
and medieval languages); Al¬ 
exander Brown (University of 
Cambridge - natural sciences). 


Whitehead Mondkton 

unique to Kent 



Do you have a problem with a Will or Trust? 


Do you have a dispute with: 


We can help you. Call us on: 


• a Will? 

• an executor or trustee? 

• an estate administration? 

• a trust administration? 

• a Power of Attorney? 


01622 698000 

You may qualify for our 

NO WIN NO FEE service 


A Kentish law firm with national expertise 

Commercial | Tax & Estate Planning | Family | Residential Property 
Employment | Personal Injury | Probate | Wills | Wealth Management 


LexCel 


Please call Maidstone 01622 698000 or Tenterden 01580 765722 

or visit our website www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 

Authorised and Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority Whitehead Monckton 59423. Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 


A handy way of keeping 
up to date with Kent News 
no matter where you are 


Download the FREE iPhone and iPad APP 


Stay up to date with 
live breaking news 
and video streams, 
plus search for jobs, 
motors or properties 


You can download the new 
Kent News iPhone and iPad app 
for FREE from the iTunes store. 

The Future of local media 


newspapers • magazines • websites • mobile • iPad • e-commerce 
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YOUR NEXT MOVE 


■ -X-CUTOUTANDKEEP- - 


SEE THE BEST 
OF BRITISH 
MOTORSPORT 
AT BRANDS 
HATCH IN 2012! 

Nothing beats experiencing the thrill and 
atmosphere of live motor racing. All our major 
meetings for the 2012 season are listed here for you 
to cut out and keep, but for the complete calendar 
visit our website www.brandshatch.co.uk 

2012 MSV SEASON HIGHLIGHTS 

Sat/Sun 31 March/1 April British Touring Car Championship 
Fri 6-Mon 9 April British Superbike Championship 

Sat/Sun 21/22 April British Truck Racing Championship JffCT 

Fri 18-Sun 20 May DTM (German Touring Cars) 5 MlMC 

Sat/Sun 26/27 May Masters Historic Festival FDOM m 

Sat/Sun 16/17 June Mini Festival '"UM [Jl25 

Sat/Sun 23/24 June British F3/GT Championships JCT 3 

Sat/Sun 30 June/1 July The HSCC Historic Superprix 
Sun 8 July Modified Live 

Fri 13-Sun 15 July FIA Formula Two/International GT Open 

Fri 20-Sun 22 July British Superbike Championship 

Sat/Sun 18/19 August Lotus Festival 


Fri 18-Sun 20 May DTM (German Touring Cars) 

Sat/Sun 26/27 May Masters Historic Festival rr 

Sat/Sun 16/17 June Mini Festival 

Sat/Sun 23/24 June British F3/GT Championships 

Sat/Sun 30 June/1 July The HSCC Historic Superprix 

Sun 8 July Modified Live 

Fri 13-Sun 15 July FIA Formula Two/International GT Open 

Fri 20-Sun 22 July British Superbike Championship 

Sat/Sun 18/19 August Lotus Festival 

Wed-Sat 5-8 September The Paralympic Games Road Cyding 

Fri 12-Sun 14 October British Superbike Championship 

Sat/Sun 20/21 October British Touring Car Championship 

Sat/Sun 3/4 November British Truck Racing Championship 

Sat 24 November Britcar'lnto the Night'Race 

Please note all dates are provisional and subject to change 

For tickets and more information: 

08434539000 

Brands www.brandshatch.co.uk 
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network with 
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legal support 
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Win up to 
£20,000 with 
our rollover. 
Win a share 
of £4000 
every week. 

The local lottery that 
makes a difference 

If you would like to join your local lottery 
please call 01227 379741 
or online www.pilgrimshospices.org 


Pilgrims Hospices Lottery Limited, 56 London Road, Canterbury, CT2 8JA 
Promoter Mr S Auty. Pilgrims Hospices Lottery is registered with the 
Gambling Commission www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk 
Pilgrims Hospices in East Kent is a registered charity No 0293968 
For terms and conditions see www.pilgrimshospices.org 
Please play sensibly, for more advice please visit www.gamcare.org.uk 
Sorry but you must be 16 years or older to play 


Community Nursing and Care Agency 



Considering Homecare for a Family Member? 

We can provide help to you at home to help you maintain 
your independence 

• Personal Care 

• Housekeeping and laundry 

• Meal Preparation 

• Shopping 

• Respite Care 

• 24 Hour Care 


If you would like to talk to someone please call 01233 619530 
info@communitynursingcareagency.co.uk 



Our commitment is to 
your peace of mind, 
safety and 
independence... 
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YOUR NEXT MOVE 


CXK 

Summer can be the 
best yet for young 




\ 


DON’T GIVE UP! Today s 
businesses face a plethora of 
red tape and bureaucracy, 
exacerbated by the 
increasingly litigious 
society within which we live 
and trade,’ says Roger House, 
right, who says the FSB 
offers invaluable support to 
its members in the endless 
struggle with officialdom 



FEDERATION OF SMALL BUSINESSES 


Join us and reap the benefits 
in the battle against red tape 


IT is the goal of the Federation of Small 
Businesses to continually deliver unbeatable 
value for its membership. 

The members have significant benefits 
available to them and the right of membership 
benefits provide protection and commercial 
advantage in line with the needs of most 
businesses. 

There are also additional membership 
facilities available for FSB members delivered by 
our service-providers. 

The FSB Legal Protection Scheme is the 
cornerstone of membership. Today’s businesses 
face a plethora of red tape and bureaucracy, 
exacerbated by the increasingly litigious society 
within which we live and trade. 

The exposure is forever growing. Reliable and 
practical support is difficult to find and 
expensive to maintain. 

As a right of membership, every business will 
benefit from; 

• 24/7 legal advice from qualified lawyers. 
Staffed by solicitors and barristers, the FSB legal 


advice line is provided as a right of membership 
and the only additional cost is the telephone 
call, which is charged at local network rates. 

• Legal insurance protection. The insurance 
protection covers full, joint and retired and 
associate members for a wide range of business- 
related activities. The insurance protection 
includes legal fees and statutory awards in 
specified disputes, including employment and 
tax. There is a limit of £50,000 for any one 
claim; however, the protection is available for 
more than one claim up to a maximum of £1 
million in any one year. The insurance is 
subject to terms and conditions. 

• Legal information online. Members are able to 
access information and documentation on 
employment and commercial law, tax and 
health and safety available through the FSB 
website when logged in as a member. 

With thousands of members using the site 
every month, it is clear that the provision of 
easy-to-access online legal and tax information 
is a valuable member benefit. 


Members continue to find it useful, 
informative and a necessary weapon in the 
continual battle to keep abreast of legal 
developments in employment law, commercial 
and business law and health and safety 
information. 

In addition, there is a huge range of other 
benefits. It is entirely a member-led 
organisation overseen by a regional committee 
and driven at the grass roots by five local 
branches and their committees. 

With almost 7,000 members, there is a 
growing value in the networking and 
collaboration opportunities, together with the 
opportunity to meet and lobby both local and 
national politicians at all levels. For more 
information, please call the office on 01622 
688134 or email office.kent@fsb.org.uk. 

I look forward to seeing you either as a 
member or at one of the many networking 
events I attend. You will always be made 
welcome in the FSB. 

■ Roger House, regional chairman 


YOUNG people in Kent and Medway are being 
given the opportunity to spend a summer full of 
adventure and excitement, learning new skills, 
making new friends and even improving their CV 
with an exciting array of activities. 

CXK (formerly Connexions Kent & Medway) is 
delivering National Citizen Service, which offers 
young people aged 15 and 16 the chance to take 
on adventurous challenges and put something 
back into the community through a social-action 
project. 

Working in partnership with the National 
Youth Agency and 02 Think Big, CXK has been 
awarded 736 places, which are now up for grabs 
for 2012 Year 11 leavers who either live in or 
attend school in Kent. 

For 17 days between June and August, young 
people will get to take part in a range of events, 
including a fun-packed five-day residential 
experience away from home featuring outdoor 
activities, inspirational speakers and a social- 
action festival celebrating the positive 
contribution young people can make to society. 

On their return home, they'll be making a real 
impact in the community by organising their 
own social-action project, supported by 02 Think 
Big. And when it all ends, they'll get the chance 
to meet prospective employers and colleges, 
finding out about training and volunteering 
opportunities. 

What's more, NCS graduates will be invited to 
an event at The 02 in London to celebrate their 
achievements with a night of music and dance. 

Lauren Anning, head of delivery support, said: 
"This is a fantastic opportunity for young people 
to take part in an exciting new adventure as well 
as learn new skills." 

For the whole experience, including the 
residential accommodation, food, transport and 
certificate for programme completion, not 
forgetting the celebration party, the organisers 
just ask for a £50 voluntary contribution, with 
bursaries available on request. 

■ For more information, phone CXK 
on 01622 683155 or email info@cxk.org. 
You can also complete an application form 
atwww.connexionskentandmedway.co.uk. 


CNCA 


KENT INVICTA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Help agency continues to set a high standard 


CNCA is Kent's most respected inde¬ 
pendent nursing and care agency and 
the leading provider of training for 
professional care in the community. 

Since 1993, CNCA has been pro¬ 
viding qualified carers, support work¬ 
ers, residential social-workers, care 
assistants and companions to the 
NHS, Social Services, private hospi¬ 
tals and trusts, nursing homes, resi¬ 
dential homes, day-care centres and 
housing associations across Kent. 

A key contribution of the agency is 
its support of adults with learning 
difficulties, in homes and in the com¬ 
munity, so that they can lead as inde¬ 
pendent lives as possible. 

It has established a reputation for 
responding quickly, providing the 
highest standards in professional 
care and exceeding expectation in 
client satisfaction. 

CNCA has rigorous training- 
induction procedures for its own staff 
and has established a training and as¬ 
sessment centre to provide in-house 
NVQ supervision and assessment for 
all major care disciplines. 


Every day it looks to see where it 
can improve, accepting and under¬ 
standing its responsibilities. It will act 
without hesitation to do all that is 
required and more. 

Sometimes people face ‘extraordi¬ 
nary’ problems, some expected, oth¬ 
ers unique situations that occur out 
of the blue. What is meant by ‘ex¬ 
traordinary’ is a problem faced out¬ 
side the realm of 'ordinary' lives. 

For ir stance, a loved one might 
be enduring some form of physical 
disability, or a family member experi¬ 
encing tie after-effects of an opera¬ 
tion; a of ild might be born with severe 
learning difficulties or autism; or, in¬ 
deed, a parent could have have grown 
too old to safely fend for themselves. 

Each situation has its difficulties 
and comes wrapped in unique cir¬ 
cumstances, not only for the family, 
but more importantly for the person 
who requires support. 

If you are facing an extraordinary 
situation, the question is ‘Where do I 
turn for help?'. The first port of call is 
usually, and appropriately, Social 


Services, who will try to help find a 
solution. 

Unfortunately, many changes are 
taking place in the care sector and 
more emphasis is placed on the indi¬ 
vidual to arrange their own carers. 
Herein lies the difficulty and possibly 
another dilemma for the family. CNCA 
has been helping people in Kent for 
more than 13 years, supporting fami¬ 
lies and their loved ones at home with 
qualified carers and support workers. 

All staff undertake rigorous police 
and other statutory checks, a full in¬ 
duction process that examines both 
their qualifications and references 
and have regular training. 

Once a comprehensive needs as¬ 
sessment is carried out, the appropri¬ 
ate care is delivered and maintained. 

CNCA operates a 24-hour service, 
365 days a year, manned by care co¬ 
ordinators who have detailed know¬ 
ledge of each individual's needs. 

■ If you require help, phone 
01233 619530, or alternatively 
email info@communitynursing 
careagency.co.uk. 


Excellent businesses rewarded 


KENT businesses joined together this 
week at the prestigious Canterbury 
Cathedral Lodge to celebrate 
commercial brilliance. 

The Kent Invicta Chamber's 
Excellence In Business Awards evening 
turned out to be a special evening for not 
only the winners but for all those who 
attended, with an entertaining show of 
tricks and illusion from entertainment 
group Magic On The Menu. 

Now in their seventh year, the awards 
have been a great catalyst to promote 
the excellence in business that is so 
abundant in the county. 

The awards were in split into five 
categories, and with a record number of 
entries for each award it was extremely 
difficult to select just three finalists for 
each. 

Business Of The Year was RIFT Ltd; 
winner of the Excellence In Customer 
Service award was Canterbury 
Cathedral Lodge; and top of the 
Achievement In International Business 
category was QuorumTechnologies Ltd. 

The Most Promising New Business 
award went to Think3e and the 


Entrepreneur Of The Year title went to 
Lynn Janes, of Quay Assessment 
Community Interest Company. 

All the winners and finalists will now 
go forward to the British Chambers of 
Commerce (BCC) National Awards, and 
Kent Invicta is confident of continuing 
its success in this competition. 

For the past two years the South 
East Business Of The Year has come 
from Kent, with the chamber's 2011 
Most Promising New Business, 
Recruitment Genius, going on to win the 
BCC national award. 

Summing up at the end of the event, 
Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce 
chief executive Jo James said: "I hope 
everybody enjoyed themselves -1 
certainly did. 

“Not only with reference to the 
entertainment, but also with regard to 
the excellence in business represented 
by the award-winners and finalists - and 
indeed all the entrants for the awards. 

"The quality and quantity of 
applications received year each just go 
to show what an entrepreneurial 
county we work in." 
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• Accounting and Finance 

• Entertainment 

• Maintenance 

• Sales 

• Admin, Secretarial, PA 

• Environment 

• Management and Business 

• Science and Pharmaceutical 

• Agriculture/Horticulture 

• Fashion, Hair, Beauty 

• Manufacture, Production 

• Shipping and Offshore 

• Architects, Surveyors 

• Health and Safety 

• Marketing and PR 

• Skilled Trades 

• Banking and Insurance 

• HM Forces and Defence 

• Mechanical/Engineering 

• Sports and Fitness 

• Call Centres 

• Hospitality and Catering 

• Media, Creative, Design 

• Transport and Delivery 

• Cleaning and Domestic 

• Human Resources 

• Medical and Carers 

• Travel and Tourism 

• Construction 

• IT, Telecoms 

• Public Sector 

• Veterinary/Animal Services 

• Customer Services 

• Law Enforcement/Security 

• Recruitment 

• Voluntary Work 

• Education and Teaching 

• Legal 

• Retail 

• Warehousing and Logistics 



Company Administrator 

The Jasmin Vardimon Company has created a reputation for producing visually 
stunning, narrative driven, contemporary dance theatre. 

Having recently completed the move into our new home in Ashford, Kent, 
the company is seeking to appoint a Company Administrator to work closely 
with the General Manager in the running of the busy office as the company 
expands its national and international profile, alongside, overseeing and 
updating the friends and supporters scheme. 

Applicants must be passionate and knowledgeable about dance and theatre, 
will have completed an arts degree or equivalent and have had at least one 
years experience within a professional arts environment. 

For a full job description and person specification please e mail 

producer@jasminvardimon.com 

Closing date for applications is Tuesday 10th April 

Unfortunately we will be unable to reply to those we have not shortlisted 

for interview. 

Successful candidates will be contacted by Thursday April 12th 
interviews will be held on Tuesday April 17th. 

Education Administrator 

The Jasmin Vardimon Company is seeking to appoint a highly motivated and 
energetic education administrator. This is an exciting role at a time when the 
company is launching its innovative training programme, JVC Certificate and 
expanding its national and international offer. 

Applicants must have completed an arts degree or equivalent, fully up to date 
with educational policy at secondary, further and higher levels. 

Initially this post is for 3 days a week with a view to becoming full time within 
the next twelve months. 

For a full job description and person specification please e mail: 

producer@jasminvardimon.com 

Closing date for applications is Tuesday 10th April 

Unfortunately we will be unable to reply to those we have not shortlisted 

for interview. 

Successful candidates will be contacted by Thursday April 12th 
interviews will be held on Tuesday April 17th. 
www.jasminvardimon.com 
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The future of local media 

Be part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent 


Trainee News Reporter - Archant KOS Media 


We are looking for a trainee news 
reporter to work on our stable of print 
and web platforms, including Kent on 
Sunday. 

Applicants should be able to 
demonstrate competence in written 
and verbal communication skills and 
will have completed an NCTJ pre-entry 
course. 

The role involves seeking out news 
information and delivering accurate, 
balanced and clear stories that will 
appeal to readers, both in print and 
online. 

Candidates should be able to 
understand and work to editorial policy 
and the house style of the paper. 


They will form an important part of a 
committed and hard-working news 
team and will be expected to work 
hard, seek to progress, and deliver 
copy to specified deadlines. 

We offer a competitive salary, five 
weeks' holiday per annum, a 
contributory pension and life 
assurance scheme and a wide 
voluntary benefits scheme including 
cycle scheme, childcare vouchers and 
Archant Gold, charity match funding. 

Senior staff will provide training to 
prepare you for your senior reporter 
exams. 


Send your CV and covering letter to ian.patel@archant.co.uk 

The closing date for completed applications is 
Friday March 30, 2012 

ARCHAnA KOS MEDIA 


CAPEL GRANGE RESIDENTIAL HOME 

Requires the following positions 

Experienced Care Staff 

working within dementia care 
and 

Experienced Cook 

Both positions to include evenings and weekends 
Pay rates to be negotiated 
For further information, please call Mrs S Grist on 
01892 834225 or alternatively email your CV to 

care@capelgrange.co.uk 


Part Time 
Receptionist 

15 hours per week 
£8.20 per hour 

Monday and Friday 09:00 - 17:30, 

1 hour for lunch 
Start date : 2nd July 2012 

Working within a busy administration team at the prestigious Kent 
Science Park, you will be meeting and greeting visitors, running front 
of house and making daily contact with park tenants. Duties include: 
telephone answering, managing room hire, postal service, data 
inputting, stationery ordering, photocopying, faxing, filing and general 
office support duties. You must be computer literate using Word, Excel 
and Outlook, full training will be given on Cotag (security system). You 
should be able to work on your own initiative and possess a pleasant 
telephone manner. 

Written applications including CV to: 

Babs Knott, Site Administrator, Woodstock 
House, Winch Road, Kent Science Park, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8AG, email 
b.knott@ksp-uk.com or ring Babs Knott 
for more details 01795 411500 
Closing date: 23rd April 2012 


’■ GREEN /*V 

HOME i£P 

Qualified Electricians 
£24,000 + Bonus + Benefits 

One of the UK's leading solar installation companies 
is looking for Electricians to work as part of the solar 
PV installation team. Must have 17th Edition with 
Part P plus 2391 inspection testing and certification. 
Roofing / Carpentry experience would also be a 
distinct advantage. 

Please forward a full CV by 6th April 2012 
sue.Dalmer@amlconstruction.co.uk 

GML Construction, Orchard House, 
Westerhill Road, Coxheath, Kent ME17 4DH 
01622 742708 
www.gmlconstruction.co.uk 
GML Construction is an equal opportunities employer 


tw* GREEN /V 

HOME | tfi P 

Solar PV Installers 

£24,000 + bonus + BUPA 

One of the UK's leading solar installation companies is 
looking for installers to carry out solar PV Installations in 
the South as well as general building expertise, to have 
carpentry / roofing / electrical experience would be a 
distinct advantage. 

Please forward a CV to 
sue.palmer@gmlconstruction.co.uk 
The Green Home Company, Orchard House, 
Westerhill Road, Coxheath, Kent ME17 4DH 
Tel: 01622 742 708 

Only successful applicants will be contacted by 
6th April 2012 

www.thegreenhomecompany.com 

TGHC is a subsidiary of GML Construction and is an 
Equal Opportunities Employer 



KENT 

SCIENCE 

PANK 


Health Lead - Integrated 
Prevention Scheme (IPS) 


£25,472 - £35,430 per annum plus Essential Car User Allowance 
of up to £1,239 


37 hours per week, I Oam - 6pm (some weekend working may 
be required) 


Fixed term until end of March 2014 • Based Chatham 


We are looking for a qualified Nurse (RGN/RMN) to join this exciting multi-agency 
initiative in Medway. You will work closely with colleagues within the Medway 
Integrated Prevention Scheme (IPS) and lead on identifying the emotional health 
needs of young people at the point of arrest/diversion.The focus of the work is 
to support young people and their families to address their emotional health 
needs as they are diverted away from offending behaviour through consultation, 
referral and signposting. 

We are looking for someone who has excellent skills in screening/assessment 
and planning interventions, strong communication skills, and proven experience 
of working effectively with young people and their families who present with 
complex needs. 

A registered nursing qualification is essential. 

Application forms and job descriptions can be downloaded from www.kca.org.uk 
You can also email recruitment@kca.org.uk or call 01795 590795 and select 
option three. Please quote reference number 902 in your application. 

Closing date: Friday 13 April 2012. Interview date:TBC 

KCA (UK) is committed to the principles of equality of 



Children's Home- Residential Care Workers 

LCS Ltd is recruiting for dynamic and 
experienced Residential Care Workers 
and Assistant Managers in our homes 
in Kent and Margate. 

Ideal candidates (RCW) will have: 

• Proven experience, working with young people who 
display challenging behaviour and emotional 
difficulties. 

• An NVQ 3 in Health and Social Care- Caring for Children and Young 
People or be willing to work towards. 

• Robust, Resilent and Reliable characteristics. 

• High motivation, with a good level of flexibility. 

•The ability to cope with and remain calm in very challenging and 
demanding situations. 

• Excellent communication skills as you will be liaising with Social Workers, 
Clinicians, Police, Families, OFSTED and other professionals dealing 
with Looked After Children. 

• A full UK Driving License. 

Ideal candidates (Assistant Manager) will have: 

• Detailed knowledge of relevant childcare legislation and Care Standards. 

• Thorough knowledge of Ofsted Regulations. 

• Strong leadership, management and communication skills. 

• NVQ 4. 

Shift work over 40 hours + 2 sleep-ins per week, therefore a high level of 
flexibility is required. 

In return for your skills and knowledge you will receive a competitive 
salary, excellent holidays and paid continuous training and development. 

All positions are subject to a satisfactory Enhanced CRB Disclosure. 
Expense will be met by the employer. 

For all enquiries please contact Amanda Manning on 01304 379280 . 
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Evening / Night .. 

Office Staff wottsforms 

The shift pattern varies between 3pm-8pm shifts and 
3pm - 1am shifts throughout the week. Total hours 
works would be approximately 48 hours. 

Job Description: 

Inputting orders from customers onto a specialised 
software program called freshware. Most orders are 
taken over the phone however some are on email / fax. 

Essential: 

- Ability to work in the UK 

- Fluent written and spoken English 

- Excellent computer skills 

- High type rate 

- Own transport to get to work as not based near 
public transport 

£7.50/hour 

Please send CV through to carly@wattstarms.co.uk 
or contact 01689 877175 


- - -'N 

O . London Care 

Passion for Independence, Respect for Choice 

?Care Workers 

j ROCHESTER, GILLINGHAM, STROOD, 
j WALDERSLADE, TWYDALL, LORDSWOOD 

! • Competitive rates of pay 
j • Flexible working hours 
j • Weekend and morning hours available 
j • Free training to HSC Level 2 Diploma 
j • 28 days’ paid annual leave (pro rata) 
j • No previous experience necessary 
! • Good written and spoken English 

j London Care is a leading provider of care 
j support services to vulnerable older people and 
j children with disabilities living in their own homes. 

j For an application form contact the central 
j recruitment team on 0208 795 6555 or 
j e-mail: recruitment@londoncare.co.uk 
i London Care is an Equal Opportunities Employer 


www.londoncare.co.uk 


Chef Manager 

- Immediate Opportunity 

Churchill Catering is looking for a 
Chef/Manager for an industrial unit near Thanet. 
Working 7am to 3pm from Monday to Friday. 
Must be experienced in producing quality 
food, managing Health Sr Safety, hands on 
and working as part of a small team. 

We offer a salary of £20,000, plus a 
performance related bonus which should 
average £4,000 a year. 

For an immediate start. 

Call 01379 890880 or send CV to 
recruitment@churchillcatering.co.uk 
www.churchillcatering.co.uk 


FULL-TIME WORK AVAILABLE FOR EXPERIENCED 
RESIDENTIAL CHILD CARE WORKERS IN 
WHITSTABLE, HERNE BAY & RAMSGATE 

SALARY £12,330 -£18,500 

QUALIFICATIONS NVQ 3 OR EQUIVALENT (training will be 
given to candidates with appropriate potential) 

PLEASE CONTACT US ON: 01732 740088 
e-mail: headoffice@benecareltd.co.uk 
113a St John's Hill, Sevenoaks TN13 3PE 

www.benecareltd.co.uk to download application form, 
complete and return to above address 


Loring Hall Oakfields 

& ■■care 

We are a residential home for 16 people with Learning 
Difficulties and associated complex needs. We are currently 
recruiting for the following full time posts: 

• Assistant Manager 

Minimum NVQ4 And RMA 
(or equivalent) 

with 3 years relevant experience 

• Support Worker(s) 

If you have a passion for the role and the appropriate 
experience, call Tony King on 07501488554 now! 

Loring Hall, 8 Water Lane, Sidcup, Kent DAM 5ES 
Tel: 020 8302 9302 email: info@oakfields.net 



Age & Sons Restaurant / Bar 

With Michelin BIB Gourmand 
Requires 

Full time experienced chef 

also 

Part time experienced cocktail bar person fri/sat only 
Part time experienced waiters/waitress weekends only 

01843 851515 | Call Sarah or Toby | info@ageandsons.co.uk 

Fill your job 
vacancies fast 

To advertise in this 
section call: 01303 817040 
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Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Telephone: 01303 817040 Fax: 01303 817004 
Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



The future of local media 

Be part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent 

Telephone Sales Executive Full Time, Permanent 


We pride ourselves on good customer 
service, professional marketing solutions 
and excellent business relationships. We 
provide innovative ideas that will in return 
give our clients real value and response. 
Media experience is not essential as full 
training will be given, however good 
numeracy, literacy and computer skills are 
required. 


If you are a highly driven, confident, self- 
motivated team player with good 
communication skills, who is able to work 
under pressure to deadlines and targets, 
then apply for this job today. 

You will be office based and working with 
an existing client base of advertisers where 
customer service is paramount, but you 
must also be able to search out new 
business to develop and grow your 
territory revenues and opportunities. 

We offer an excellent basic salary plus generous bonus scheme, ongoing training 
and career development, five weeks’ annual leave, contributory pension and life 
assurance scheme and all the benefits of working for a large media organisation. 

^Kenton Saturday £ Kent on Sunday STunbridge Wells wYour Medway BYoiuSwale 
ipyourashford pyourcanterbury pyourdeal pyourdover 
pyourmaidstone pyoursandwich pyourshepway pyourthanet 


Please apply in writing with your CV and covering letter to: 

Dawn Coady, Group Recruitment Manager, 

Prospect House, Rouen Road, Norwich NR1 IRE n. 

or email dawn.coady@archant.co.uk ARCHANT > KOS MEDIA 


PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT 


RECRUITMENT 


where service, 
safety and savings 
come as standard 

teachers from only £155 +vat 

01622 623114 



www.recruitmentsense.com 


-4- 


Graduate Teacher 
Programme (GTP) 

As a graduate have you considered a career 
in teaching via the GTP route? 

Salary: £ 13,500 during training 

St John's Catholic Comprehensive School, in collaboration 
with Canterbury Christchurch University, is inviting 
applicants to join our Graduate Teacher programme from 
September 2012 in 

Maths and ICT 

Further details, including an application form, are available 
from CCCU website. Please follow advice given. All 
applications must be posted to: 

Muireann Casserly 

St John's Catholic Comprehensive School 
Rochester Road 
Gravesend 
DA 12 2JW 

The closing date for applications is Thursday 12th April 
2012. Interviews will be held on Tuesday 17th April 2012. 


WELLNESS COACHES 

REQUIRED 

We are a Health & Nutrition companylooking 
for serious people who want to earn 2500- 
El 000+ per month full/part-time working from 
home. Full training and support available. 

01622 671716 


Fill your job 
vacancies fast 

To advertise in this 
section call: 01303 817040 


jobs24.i 
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HIGHWAYS - District of Ashford 


PLUMPTON & GREEN LANE, BRABOURNE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of the installation of a new electricity supply 
cable, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Plumpton & Green Lane, 
Brabourne, on or after 17 April 2012 for up to 18 weeks. 
PLUMPTON will be closed in phases from the junction 
with Hampton Lane, working towards Manor Pound 
Lane. 

The alternative route for through traffic is via Hampton 
Lane, Canterbury Road, Bulltown Lane and Green Lane. 
Signage in Quarrington Lane will indicate which 
direction traffic can travel when it reaches Plumpton. 
GREEN LANE will then be closed between the junctions 
with Plumpton and Manor Pound Lane. 

The alternative route is via Bulltown Lane, Brabourne 
Road and Weekes Lane 

The progress of the works will depend on weather and 
ground conditions, and the specific sections of road to 
be closed will be notified to local residents and 
signposted on site. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Canterbury 


CASTLE ROAD &. KINGSDOWN PARK, WHITSTABLE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of sewer relining works, Kent County Council 

has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Castle 

Road & Kingsdown Park, Whitstable, on or after 2 April 

2012 for up to 3 weeks or until the works have been 

completed. 

Castle Road will be closed to the north of the junction 
with Northwood Road. 

The northern section of Kingsdown Park will be closed 
at its eastern junction near Kingsdown Lodge, with 
access maintained from Northwood Road up to the 
point of closure. 

The alternative route for through traffic is via Tankerton 
Road, the southern section of Kingsdown Park and 
Northwood Road. 

There will be temporary traffic lights at the junction of 
Castle Road, Northwood Road and Kingsdown Park. 


CHURCH LANE AND HIGHSTEAD, CHISLET 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To enable high-friction road surfacing works to be 
carried out, Kent County Council has made an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Church Lane and 
Highstead, Chislet, on or after 2 April 2012 for up to 2 
days, as signposted on site. 

CHURCH LANE will be closed to the north of the north 
junction with Chitty Lane 

The alternative route is via Hollow Road and Old Tree 
Road. 

HIGHSTEAD will be closed to the north of Highstead 
Farm. 

The alternative route is via Highstead via Ford Hill, 
Maypole Lane and Old Tree Road. 

The closures are between 9.30 am and 3.30 pm each 
day. Only one road will be closed at any one time. 


LONDON ROAD, CANTERBURY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to replace the high-friction 

carriageway surfacing, Kent County Council has made an 

Order prohibiting through traffic on London Road, 

Canterbury, on or after 2 April 2012 for up to 2 nights, 

between 8.00 pm and midnight each night. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the zebra 
crossing, near the junction with the A290 St Dunstan’s 
Street / Whitstable Road. 

The alternative routes are 
Eastbound via Rheims Way, St Peter’s Place, North 
Lane, Station Road West and St Dunstan’s Street 
Westbound via A290 Whitstable Road, St Thomas Hill, 
Rough Common Road, Palmers Cross Hill, A2050 
Harbledown By-pass and London Road. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Dartford 


COLLER CRESCENT, DARENTH- 

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY 

ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

V 


near the highway the Kent County Council has intends 
to make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic 
on Coller Crescent, Darenth from Langlands Drive for its 
entire length. 

The Order will become effective on 20th April 2012, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 
of 18 months; the works are planned to last 1 week from 
the hours of o8:oohrs - i7:oohrs. These restrictions will 
be effective when the appropriate signage is in place. 
The purpose of the closure is to facilitate Carriageway 
micro surfacing works. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Dover 


GLEN ROAD, KINGSDOWN, DEAL 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway pre-patching works, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Glen Road, Kingsdown, Deal, on or after 2 

April 2012 for up to 4 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Carlton Road and Sea Road. 

The alternative route is via Carlton Road, Edward Road 
and Sea Road. 


HIGHWAYS - East Kent 


VARIOUS ROADS, EAST KENT (50 MPH SPEED LIMIT) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow maintenance works to be carried out in safety 

on high speed roads, Kent County Council has made an 

Order imposing a temporary mandatory speed limit of 

50 mph on the dual carriageway roads shown below, on 

or after 4 April 2011 for up to 1 year. 

The roads affected are as shown below. 

A299 THAN ET WAY - from the M2 Brenley Corner 
Roundabout to B2190 Minster Road roundabout 
A28 CANTERBURY ROAD, THANET - from the A299 
Thanet Way to Seamark Road, Birchington 
A256 DOVER ROAD - from the junction with the A2 to 
the Dover Road roundabout 

A256 SANDWICH BYPASS - from Stoner Cut Bridge to 

the A257 Sandwich Road Roundabout 

LYDDEN HILL, LYDDEN, DOVER - from the junction with 

Swanton Lane to the junction with the A2 

A2042 ROMNEY MARSH ROAD, ASHFORD 

• From the A2070 Bad Munstereifel Road to 
Roundabout with Malcolm Sargent Road 

• From the roundabout with Malcolm Sargent Road to 
the existing 40 mph speed restriction 250 metres 
from the Forestall Meadow Roundabout 

• From the roundabout with Malcolm Sargent Road to 
the existing 40 mph speed restriction 250 metres 
south of the roundabout with the B2229 Norman 
Road 

A20 FOUGERES WAY, ASHFORD - from the A20 
Maidstone Road (Drovers Roundabout) to the 
roundabout at Junction 9 of the M20 
A20 MAIDSTONE ROAD, ASHFORD - From Orchard 
Heights Roundabout to the junction with Sandyhurst 
Lane. 

This Order is in force on the respective roads when the 
relevant speed limit signs are displayed on site. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Gravesham 


DEAN LANE, MEOPHAM (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF 

TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 

make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic in 

Dean Lane, Meopham from Swift Farm. 

The Order will become effective on 16th April 2012, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 
of 18 months; the works are planned to last 3 days. 
These restrictions will be effective when the appropriate 
signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: White Hill Road and Oakenden Road 
The purpose of the closure is to facilitate BT openreach 
to gain safe access to telegraph pole. 


RAPHAEL ROAD, GRAVESEND- 

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY 

ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on 


Raphael Road, Gravesend between its junction with 
Waterton Road and Denton Street. 

The Order will become effective on 16th April 2012, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 
of 18 months; the works are planned to last 7 days. 
These restrictions will be effective when the appropriate 
signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Range Road, Elliott Street, Lower Road, Mark Lane 
and Waterton Avenue 

The purpose of the closure is to allow safe access to wet 
well. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Sevenoaks 


BANK LANE, SEVENOAKS (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF 

TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 

make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on 

Bank Lane outside property known as Hopefield. 

The Order will become effective on 15th April 2012 and 
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months; the works are planned to 
commence 16th April 2012 and will last for approx 5 
days. These restrictions will be effective when the 
appropriate signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: London Road, Mill Lane. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate a new gas 
supply. 


DARTFORD ROAD, FARNINGHAM (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council has Made an 
Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on Dartford 
Road, Farningham from the Junction of High Street to 
Junction Main Road. 

The Order will become effective on 7th April 2012, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 
of 18 months; the works are planned to commence on 
7th April 2012 and will last 1 day.These restrictions will 
be effective when the appropriate signage is in place. 
The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Main Road and High Street. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate a replacement 
BT cable. 


MALTHOUSE ROAD, ASH CUM RIDLEY - (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council has made an 
Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on 
Malthouse Road. 

The Order will become effective on 1st April 2012 and 
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months; the works are planned to 
commence on 2nd April 2012 and last 4 days. These 
restrictions will be effective when the appropriate 
signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Pease Hill, Ash Lane, Hatcham Green Lane, Plaxtol 
Green Road. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate a UK Power 
network cable. 


YORKS HILL, SUNDRIDGE (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION 

OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council has made an 

Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on Yorks 

Hill, Sundridge between Ide Hill Road and Wheatsheaf 

Hill. 


-- \ 

The Order will become effective on 01 April 2012, will be 
in operation and remain valid for a maximum period of 
18 months; the works are planned to commence on 02 
April 2012 and will last approx 4 days. These restrictions 
will be effective when the appropriate signage is in 
place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Ide Hill Road and Wheatsheaf Hill. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate electrical 
maintenance. 


VARIOUS ROADS, SEVENOAKS - 

(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF EASTBOUND TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council has made an 

Order restricting Eastbound vehicular traffic on 

Leydenhatch Lane and Newbarn Road Swanley for its 

entire length. 

The Order will become effective on 01 April 2012 and 
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months; the works are planned to 
commence on 02 April 2012 and will last approx 25 
weeks. These restrictions will be effective when the 
appropriate signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Birchwood Road, London Road, Bartholomew Road 
and Swanley Lane. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate a safer 
working environment for all highway users. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Shepway 


BANK STREET, HYTHE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Bank Street, Hythe, on or after 16 April 2012 

for up to 3 weeks. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Chapel Street and the High Street. 

The alternative route is via A259 Prospect Road and 
High Street, which re-opens from 16 April 2012. 

The Order prohibiting driving along High Street, Hythe 
between 11.00 am and 3.00 pm will be suspended, 
whilst Bank Street is closed. 


CASTLE HILL AVENUE, FOLKESTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to connect a new water supply to a 

property re-development, Kent County Council has made 

an Order prohibiting southbound through traffic on 

Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, on or after 2 April 2012 

for up to 4 days, or until the works have been 

completed. 

The southbound carriageway of the road will be closed 
between the junctions with Ingles Road and Bouverie 
Road West. 

The alternative route is via Shorncliffe Road, Earls 
Avenue and Bouverie Road West. 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of Castle Hill 
Avenue will be suspended from the junction with Ingles 
Road to the point of closure, for access only. 


ST JOHN’S ROAD, NEW ROMNEY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to install a new water meter and 

pipework, Kent County Council intends to make an 

Order prohibiting through traffic on St John’s Road, New 

Romney, on or after 16 April 2012 for up to 5 days or 

until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction 
with A259 Lydd Road. 

The alternative route is via A259 Lydd Road and West 
Street. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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HIGHWAYS - District of Swale 


A2 HIGH STREET, NEWINGTON 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on the A2 High Street, Newington, from 2 April until 22 

April 2012 inclusive, or until the works have been 

completed. 

The A2 will be closed between the junctions with 
Playstool Road and Bull Lane. 

The alternative motorway route is via A2 Keycol Hill, 
A249 Maidstone Road, M2 from Junction 5 to Junction 4, 
A278 Hoath Way, A2 London Road and A2 High Street. 
The alternative route for non-motorway traffic is via A2 
Keycol Hill, A249 Maidstone Road, Detling Hill, 
Sittingbourne Road, Bearsted Road, Penenden Heath 
Road, Sandling Lane, A229 Running Horse Roundabout, 
Chatham Road, Maidstone Road, A230 Horsted Way, 
Maidstone Road, A2 Best Street, Brookside, Union 
Street, New Road, Chatham Hill, Rainham Road, Watling 
Street, Sovereign Boulevard, Watling Street, London 
Road and High Street. 

A 7.5 Tonne weight restriction (except for access) will be 
imposed on the following roads, when the relevant 
signage is in place: 

Spade Lane, Mill Lane, Breach Lane, Lower Hartlip Hill, 
Playstool Road, Church Lane, Bull Lane, Callaways Lane 
and Rook Lane. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Thanet 


EDGAR ROAD, MARGATE (RESTRICTIONS ON WAITING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To enable carriageway resurfacing works to be carried 

out, Kent County Council has made an Order restricting 

waiting on Edgar Road, Margate, on or after 2 April 2012 

for up to 2 days, or until the works have been 

completed. 

Waiting will be prohibited between 8.00 am and 4.00 
pm on the sections of Edgar Road as follows: 

On the west side from the existing double yellow lines 
near the junction with Ethelbert Crescent to the existing 
double yellow lines outside St Paul’s Church 
On the east side from existing double yellow lines near 
the junction with Ethelbert Crescent to the existing 
double yellow lines outside number 35 (Surrey Court). 


STAFFORDSHIRE STREET, RAMSGATE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway repair works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Staffordshire Street, Ramsgate, on or after 16 
April 2012 for up to 2 days, between 8.00 am and 4.00 
pm. 

The road will be closed for its entire length. 

The alternative routes are 

Northbound via Turner Street, Broad Street and Hardres 
Street. 

Southbound via Hardres Street, Belmont Street, King 
Street, Brunswick Street and Turner Street. 

There will be no through access along Union Street. 


V. 


ST JOHN’S ROAD AND PRINCES CRESCENT, MARGATE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 
on St John’s Road and Princes Crescent, Margate, on or 
after 2 April 2012, as described below. 

ST JOHN’S ROAD will be closed at the junction with 
Victoria Road from 2 April 2012 for a period of up to 2 
weeks. 

There will be a suspension of the One-way Traffic Order 
in respect of St John’s Road, between the junctions with 
Princes Crescent and Victoria Road’ to allow traffic to 
exit via Princes Crescent. 

PRINCES CRESCENT will then be closed at its northern 
junction with Victoria Road from 16 April 2012 for up to 
2 weeks. 

A One-way Traffic Order will be imposed in respect of 
Princes Crescent, so that traffic can only drive 
southbound towards Victoria Road. 

The alternative route for northbound traffic is via St 
John’s Road. 

The timings of the phases are approximate guidelines, 
and may be affected by weather and ground conditions. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, THANET) 

(SPEED LIMITS) ORDER 2012 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Kent County Council, in 

exercise of its powers has made an Order under 

Sections 1(1), 2(1) and 2(2), Sections 81 to 84 of and 

part IV of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 

1984 as amended, the effect of which has introduced 

reduced speed limits to be enforced on the approaches 

to the “Lord of the Manor” roundabouts, the circulatory 

carriageways and the link road between them, to 40 

mph. 

The length of the existing 40 mph speed limit on the 
A299 Canterbury Road East has been extended in a 
westerly direction from its current boundary adjacent to 
its junction with Windermere Avenue, to its southern 
roundabout junction with “Lord of the Manor”; and the 
length of the existing 40 mph speed limit on Sandwich 
Road has been extended in a north easterly direction 
from a point 23 metres north east of the mid point of its 
junction with Cliffs End Road to the southern 
roundabout at the junction commonly known as “Lord 
of the Manor”. 

Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd has been commissioned to 
work in partnership with the Kent County Council to 
progress the legal procedures necessary to implement 
the proposed measures. 

A copy of the Order which shall come into operation on 
Monday 2nd April 2012, an explanatory statement and a 
plan showing the extents of the scheme can be 
inspected during normal office hours at the Kent County 
Council Offices, Sessions House, County Road, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ, Thanet District Council 
Offices, PO Box 9, Cecil Street, Margate, Kent, CT9 1XZ, 
and affected Parish and Town Councils which are: 
Cliffsend PC, Manston PC and Ramsgate TC. 

Anyone may, by application to the High Court within 6 
weeks of the date of publication of this Notice, 
challenge the validity of the Orders or of any provision 
contained in them on the grounds that it is not within 
the powers conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984, or of any instrument made there under, or that 
there has been a failure to comply with any statutory 
requirement in relation to the Order. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Tonbridge & Mailing 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
HIGH STREET, WEST MALLING 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst an event is taking place on 

or near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 

make an Order prohibiting the use by vehicular traffic 

on High Street, West Mailing, between the entrance to 

the short stay car park (adj. 107 High Street) and the 

junction with Swan Street. 

The Order will become effective on 22nd April 2012 for 
the dates shown in schedule 1 below, between the 
hours of 6.00am to 3.00pm or until the time stated next 
to that date. These closures will be effective when the 
appropriate signage is in place for the durations of the 
events. Access will be maintained at all times as much 
as is possible. 

The alternative route for High Street, West Mailing will 
be via A228 Ashton Way, A20 London Road and Town 
Hill. 

The purpose of the Order is to enable the Farmers 
Market, the Christmas lights switch on and the Queens 
Diamond Jubilee celebrations to take place. 

For further information please contact Kent County 
Council Highways 81 Transportation on 08458 247 800. 


Schedule 1 


Sunday 22nd April 2012 
(until 5.00pm) 

Sunday 28rd October 2012 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
(until 5.00pm) 

Sunday 25th November 2012 
(until 8.00pm) 

Sunday 27th May 2012 

Sunday 16th December 2012 

Sunday 4th June 2012 
(until 6.00pm) 

Sunday 23rd December 2012 

Sunday 24th June 2012 

Sunday 27th January 2013 

Sunday 22nd July 2012 

Sunday 24th February 2013 

Sunday 26th August 
2012 

Sunday 24th March 2013 

Sunday 23rd September 
2012 



THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(ROBIN HOOD LANE 81 TUNBURY AVENUE, AYLESFORD) 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 

proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council has 

made an Order prohibiting the use by through traffic on 

Robin Hood Lane between Fostington Way and Tunbury 

Avenue and to prevent traffic turning right into Tunbury 

Avenue from A2045 Walderslade Woods on or after 


Tuesday 3rd April 2012 for a period of up to 2 days or 
until such works are complete. 




The alternative route for Robin Hood Lane is via Tunbury 
Avenue, A2045 Walderslade Woods, Fostington Way and 
for the no right turn into Tunbury Avenue is via A2045 
Walderslade Woods to the roundabout and return on 
A2045 Walderslade Woods and turn left into Tunbury 
Avenue. 


KCC Highways apologise for any inconvenience caused 
by these essential works that are necessary to facilitate 
planing, resurfacing and application of high friction 
surfacing and to install ducting in the carriageway. 
Should you require any further information about these 
works, the contact is Andy Padgham on 08458 247 800. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(SANDY LANE, IGHTHAM) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 

proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council has 

made an Order prohibiting the use by through traffic on 

Sandy Lane from Ismays Road to Back Lane on or after 

Thursday 5th April 2012 for a period of up to 1 day or 

until such works are complete. 

The alternative route is via Back Lane, Ismays Road. 

BT Openreach apologise for any inconvenience caused 
by these essential works that are necessary for poling 
works. Should you require any further information about 
these works, the contact is Mandy Richards of Ashtead 
Plant Hire Company Ltd on 03700 500792. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Tunbridge Wells 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(HIGHFIELD ROAD SOUTHBOROUGH) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 

proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council has 

made an order prohibiting the use by through traffic on 

Highfield Road Southborough on or afterTuesday 3rd 

April 2012 when required for a period of up to 1 day off 

peak 09.30-15.30 or until such works are complete. 

The alternative route is via upper Grosvenor Road, 
Meadow Road, Goods Station Road, Grosvenor Road, 
A26 St Johns Road A26 London Road Yew Tree Road and 
High Brooms and vice versa. 

KCC highways and Transportation apologise for any 
inconvenience caused by the essential carriageway 
patching. Should you require any further information 
about these works, please contact Jonathan Dean on 
08458 2470800. 


John Burr 

Director Kent Highways 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME14 lXQ Dated 1st April 2012 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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To place your legal notices 
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WATER INDUSTRY ACT 1991 

SOUTH EAST WATER LIMITED 

REVISED TEMPORARY BAN ON WATER USE 


South East Water gives notice that, pursuant to sections 76 and 76A-C of the Water 
Industry Act 1991, it prohibits from the beginning of 5 April 2012, throughout its entire area 
of supply (extending across parts of Kent, Surrey, Sussex, Hampshire and Berkshire), the 
following uses of potable water supplied by it (that is water treated to drinkable standards): 


(a) Watering a garden using a hosepipe 

(b) Cleaning a private motor-vehicle (or a trailer for such a vehicle) using a hosepipe 

(c) Watering plants on domestic or other non-commercial premises using a hosepipe 

(d) Cleaning a private leisure boat using a hosepipe 

(e) Filling or maintaining a domestic swimming or paddling pool 

(f) Drawing water, using a hosepipe, for domestic recreational use 

(g) Filling or maintaining a domestic pond (manmade or natural) using a hosepipe 

(h) Filling or maintaining an ornamental fountain (including a cascade or any other 
display of moving water, and includes filling by permanent plumbing) 

(i) Cleaning walls, or windows, of domestic premises using a hosepipe 

(j) Cleaning paths or patios using a hosepipe 

(k) Cleaning other artificial outdoor surfaces using a hosepipe 

The following will be exempted from the restriction: 

i) using a hosepipe in a garden or for cleaning walls or windows of domestic premises, 
paths or patios, a private leisure boat or an artificial outdoor surface, where such use is 
necessary for health and safety reasons; 

ii) watering a garden attached to a domestic dwelling or watering plants on domestic 
premises using a hosepipe, by people with severe mobility problems who hold a 
current Blue Badge as issued by their local authority; 

iii) using a hosepipe to clean a private motor vehicle, private leisure boat or walls and 
windows of domestic premises, where this is done as a service to customers in the 
course of a business; 

iv) using a hosepipe to water an area of grass or outdoor artificial surfaces used for 
sport or recreation, where this is required in connection with a national or international 
sports event; 

v) drip or trickle irrigation watering systems, fitted with a pressure reducing valve and a 
timer, that are not handheld, that place water drip by drip directly onto the soil surface 
or beneath the soil surface, without any surface run off or dispersion of water through 
the air using a jet or mist; 

vi) maintaining a domestic swimming pool with a water conservation recycling system; 

Customers should note that a number of concessions earlier proposed have 
been withdrawn. 

For the meaning of certain terms used in this notice and specific exceptions from the 
prohibitions, see the Water Use (Temporary Bans) Order 2010. Amongst other things, 
that Order defines: 

(a) using a hosepipe to include both drawing water supplied by South East Water at the 
time of the prohibition through a hosepipe from a container and also filling or partly 
filling a container with such water by means of a hosepipe; 

(b) garden to include a park, gardens open to the public, a lawn, a grass verge, an area of 
grass used for sport or recreation, an allotment garden as defined in section 22(1) of 
the Allotments Act 1922, any area of allotment used for non-commercial purposes and 
any other green space; and 

(c) health and safety to include removing or minimising any risk to human or animal health 
or safety and preventing or controlling the spread of causative agents or disease. 

The topping up of an established domestic pond is also permitted if the welfare of fish in 
the pond is at risk. 

For the purposes of the prohibitions relating to the use of a hosepipe, the prohibitions 
apply whether or not any device such as a sprinkler is attached to the hosepipe. 

Any person who contravenes any of these prohibitions is guilty of an offence, and is liable 
on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £1,000. 

Representations concerning any of these prohibitions may be made in writing by 4 April 
2012 to Lee Dance at South East Water, Rocfort Road, Snodland, Kent ME6 5AH. If, as 
a result of such representations, South East Water decides to vary any terms of the 
prohibition, a further notice will be published. Subject to this, the prohibitions will have 
effect from the beginning of 5 April 2012 and will remain in force until further notice. 

Further details concerning the prohibitions and actions concerning the current drought may 
be found on South East Water’s website at www.southeastwater.co.uk 

South East Water Limited Rocfort Road Snodland Kent ME6 5AH 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

Cave Direct Limited is applying for a new premises licence 
for Unit BIO, Larkfield Trading Estate, New Hythe Lane, 
Larkfield, Kent, ME20 6SW. 

The application is made to Tonbridge & Mailing Council, 
Gibson Building, Gibson Drive, Kings Kill, West Mailing, 
Kent ME19 4LZ 
I am applying for the following: 

(1) To pack boxes of beer between the hours of 7.00 and 
17.00 to be sent to residential addresses. 

Should you wish to make representations to the Council, it 
must be in writing and/or can view our application by 
contacting the council on 01732 876 368 or at 
Licensing.services@tmbc.gov.uk by 25.04.2012. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application. A person 
guilty of an offence under this section is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding £5,000. 


PREMISES/ GOODS LICENCES 


WE, Vinay & Dharmista Patel are applying for a variation 
of premises licence at the S&G Ltd T/A Hailing News of 
18 High Street Hailing Kent ME2 1BX 
The application is made to Medway Council, Gun Wharf 
Dock Road Chatham Kent ME4 4TR. I am applying for 
the following (1) change of trading name (2) change of lay¬ 
out (3) Extension of the hours for the sale of alcohol (5am 
until 23:00) 

Should wish to make representations to the Council it 
must be in writing and/or you can view our application by 
contacting the council on 01634 337 107 or 337 108 by 18th 
April 2012 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application. A person 
guilty of an offence under this section is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceeding £5,000. 

Notice of an Application 
for the Grant of a Premises Licence 
(Licensing Act 2003) 

Notice is hereby given that Bilsington Village Hall 
Committee has applied to Ashford Borough Council for 
the GRANT of PREMISES LICENCE for Sale of 
alcohol, plays, films and indoor sporting events, live and 
recorded music, dancing. Sunday to Thursday 0900-2300 
Friday and Saturday 0900-0000 for the premises Bilsington 
Village Hall situated at Bilsington. 

A register of licensing applications can be viewed at the 
Licensing Section, Ashford Borough Council, Civic 
Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent, TN23 1PL 01233 
330721 by appointment. 

Any person wishing to submit representations to this 
application must give notice in writing to the address 
shown above, giving in detail the grounds of objection by: 
24th April 2012. Dated this 27th day of March 2012. 

The Council will not entertain representations where the 
writer requests that his identity remain s anonymous. 
Copies of all representations will be included in the papers 
presented to the Licensing Panel and will therefore pass 
into the public domain. Representations must relate to 
one or more of the four Licensing Objectives: THE 
PREVENTION OF CRIME AND DISORDER, 
PUBLIC SAFETY, THE PREVENTION OF PUBLIC 
NUISANCE AND THE PROTECTION OF 
CHILDREN FROM HARM. 

It is an offence, liable on conviction to a fine up to level 5 
on the standard scale (£5000), under Section 158 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 to make a false statement in or in 
connection with this application. 
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PREMISES/ GOODS LICENCES 



Swa 
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BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has 
received the following applications which are being 
advertised to ascertain the views of persons living near the 
sites and other interested parties. The proposed 
developments relate to one or more of the following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a 
designated Conservation Area (Section 73) of the 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed 
Building or it's setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which 
Part III of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) applies. 

6. This application may be of wider public interest. 

7. This application will affect trees covered by a tree 
preservation order 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE 
FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE 
BY 16 APRIL 2012 


SW/07/1248: 


Demolition of existing light industrial 
workshop and erection of a dwelling - 36- 
37 St Johns Road, FAVERSHAM; 
REASON 1 


Two storey side extension and internal 
alterations - 7 Muddy Lane, 

SITTINGBOURNE, REASON 4 


Listed Building Consent to demolish part of 
courtyard wall and to rebuild to match 
existing - ACF & ATC Cadets Building, 
Stone Street, FAVERSHAM; REASONS 1 
&2 

SW/12/0287: 

Extended balconies and new conservatories 
- 22 Waterside Close, Upper Brents, 
FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 

SW/12/0328: 

Install 3 additional ventilation louvres and 
enlarge 2 existing louvers - Boughton 
Telephone Exchange, The Street, 
BOUGHTON, REASON 1 

SW/12/0334: 

Change of use from private stables to stud & 
livery farm including erection of 3 foaling 
boxes, static mobile unit and provision of 
parking and turning - Oastfield Stud + 
Livery, Track off Holywell Lane, 
UPCHURCH; REASON 3 

Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from 
Planning Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale 
House, East Street, Sittingbourne, where copies of the 
applications and all documents submitted with them may 
be inspected during office hours; any representations 
should be made in writing to this address. 


James Freeman 

Head of Planning 


To place your notice 
here call the 
Kent Public Notice 
team on 

01303 817044 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF ASHFORD 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH AE644 
IN THE PARISHES OF BILSINGTON AND BONNINGTON 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH AE644) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1) 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has temporarily closed Public 
Footpath AE644 between Bilsington Bridge and 
Bonnington Bridge from the 23rd March 2012. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before 23rd 
April 2012. 

The path is to be closed because works are planned on 
or near it to repair a collapsed culvert and there is a 
likelihood of danger to path users. 

The alternative route is to head north from Bilsington 
Bridge and turn right onto the 62067, continue for 
approximately 1.0 kilometre to the Bonnington Road 
junction, turn right down Bonnington Road to 
Bonnington Bridge 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Melvyn Twycross 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH AU58A ASHFORD) 

PUBLIC PATH ERXTINGUISHMENT AND DEFINITIVE MAP 

AND STATEMENT 

MODIFICATION ORDER 2011 

On 21st February 2012 The Kent County Council 

confirmed the above Order under Section 118 of the 

Highways Act 1980. 

The effect of that Order as confirmed is to extinguish the 
entire width of that length of Public Footpath numbered 
AU58a which commences between number 38 and 40a 
Silver Hill Road (NGR TR 0333 4240) (Point A) and runs 
in a west south-westerly direction for 61 metres to NGR 
TR 0327 4238 (Point B), the route then turns in a south¬ 
westerly direction for 106 metres to its termination at 
the M20 motorway (NGR TR 0320 4230) (Point C). 
Between points A,B and C on the Order plan. 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order as confirmed and the Order Map 
have been placed and may be seen free of charge at the 
Offices of the Ashford Borough Council, Ashford 
Gateway Plus, Church Road, Ashford, TN23 1AS or at the 
Kent County Council, Countryside Access Service, Invicta 
House, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX. Copies of the Order 
and Map may be purchased there. 

The Order comes into force on 21st March 2012, but if a 
person aggrieved by the Order wants to question its 
validity, or that of any provision contained in it, on the 
ground that it is not within the powers of the Highways 

V 


Act 1980, as amended, or on the ground that any 
requirement of the Act, as amended, or of any 
regulation made under the Act which has not been 
complied with in relation to the Order, he or she may 
under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act as applied 
by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act, within 6 weeks 
from the 1st April 2012, make an application to the High 
Court. 


PROW - IN THE CITY OF CANTERBURY 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH CB432 & CB442 (PART) PETHAM) 
PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND 
STATEMENT 

MODIFICATION ORDER 2011 

On 21st February 2012 The Kent County Council 
confirmed the above Order under Section 119 of the 
Highways Act 1980. 

The effect of that Order as confirmed is to divert the 
entire width of (a) that length of public footpath 
numbered CB432 which commences at NGRTR 1225 
5122 (Point A) on the Order plan, and runs in a south 
south-easterly direction for 198 metres to NGR TR 1231 
5103 (Point B), the route then turns in a south-easterly 
direction for 45 metres to NGR TR 1235 5101 (Point C) 
where Public Footpath CB432 meets Public Footpath 
CB442; 

And (b) that length of public footpath numbered CB442 
which commences at NGR TR 1225 5099 (Point D) and 
continues in an east north-easterly direction for 97 
metres to NGR TR 1235 5101 (Point C); and that length of 
public footpath CB432 which commences at NGR TR 
1235 5101 (Point C) and continues in a south easterly 
direction for 12 metres to NGR TR 1236 5100 (Point E). 
Between points A-B-C-D-E on the Order plan. 

And to provide a new length of (a) public footpath 
numbered CB432 with a width of 2.0 metres which 
commences at NGR TR 1225 5122 (Point A) and runs in a 
southerly direction for 236 metres to NGR TR 1225 5099 
(Point D); 

And a new length of (b) public footpath numbered 
CB442 with a width of 2.0 metres which commences at 
NGRTR 1225 5099 (Point D) and continues in a south¬ 
easterly direction for 72 metres to NGR TR 1231 5094 
(Point 0 . Between points A-D-F on the Order plan. 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order as confirmed and the Order Map 
have been placed and may be seen free of charge at the 
Offices of Canterbury City Council, Military Road, 
Canterbury, Kent, CTi 1YW or at the Kent County Council, 
Countryside Access Service, Invicta House, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 1XX. Copies of the Order and Map may be 
purchased there. 

The Order comes into force on 21st March 2012, but if a 
person aggrieved by the Order wants to question its 
validity, or that of any provision contained in it, on the 


MARRIAGE LICENCES 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 


An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a venue 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: The Black Horse Inn, Pilgrims Way, 
Thurnham, Maidstone 


Applicant: John Freeman 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at the 
address below during normal office hours. Any person may give 
notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the grant of 
approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days from the date of 
this newspaper. Objections should be sent to the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, ME 14 1LQ 



KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 


An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a venue 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: St Augustines Priory, Priory Road, Bilsington 
Applicant: Elizabeth Lawson 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at the 
address below during normal office hours. Any person may give 
notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the grant of 
approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days from the date of 
this newspaper. Objections should be sent to the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, MEM 1LQ 



KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 


An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a venue 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: The Grand, The Leas, Folkestone 


Applicant: Michael Stainer 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at the 
address below during normal office hours. Any person may give 
notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the grant of 
approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days from the date of 
this newspaper. Objections should be sent to the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, MEM 1LQ 



KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
THE MARRIAGE ACT 1949 AND 
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP ACT 2004 
APPROVED PREMISES FOR 
CIVIL MARRIAGES & CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS 


An application has been made to Kent County Council to grant a 
renewal of an approval for the following premises to act as a venue 
for the solemnisation of civil marriages and civil partnerships:- 
Name of Premises: Best Western Donnington Manor Hotel, 
London Road, Dunton Green 


Applicant: Ronnie Cherian 

The application and plan of the premises may be inspected at the 
address below during normal office hours. Any person may give 
notice in writing of an objection to the renewal of the grant of 
approval, together with the reasons, within 21 days from the date of 
this newspaper. Objections should be sent to the address below. 


Cath Anley 

Head of Libraries, Registration and Archives 
Kent History and Library Centre 
James Whatman Way 
Maidstone, MEM 1LQ 



ground that it is not within the powers of the Highways 
Act 1980, as amended, or on the ground that any 
requirement of the Act, as amended, or of any 
regulation made under the Act which has not been 
complied with in relation to the Order, he or she may 
under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act as applied 
by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act, within 6 weeks 
from the 1st April 2012, make an application to the High 
Court. 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF SEVENOAKS 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH SR154 
IN THE PARISH OF SEAL 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH SR154 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Footpath SR154, between the eastern end of Green Lane 
NGR TQ 559 518 and the junction with Underriver House 
Road from the 16th April 2012. 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before 16th 
October 2012. 

The path is to be closed because a depot associated 
with the pipeline construction is to be located on it and 
there is a likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Nicky Biddall 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE RESTRICTED BYWAY SR286 
IN THE PARISHES OF SEVENOAKS WEALD & SEAL 
RESTRICTED BYWAY SR286 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council intends to temporarily close 
Restricted Byway SR286, between The Coach House, 
Underriver (NGR TQ 550 524) and the junction with 
Public Footpath SR287 (NGR TQ 547 516) from the 16th 
April 2012. 


- -\ 

The route will be closed for a maximum of six months, 
although it is expected that it will reopen before 16th 
October 2012. 

The route will be closed because works to excavate and 
build a pipeline are planned on it and there is a 
likelihood of danger to users. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Nicky Biddall 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF 
TONBRIDGE & MALLING 


NOTICE OF THE INTENTION TO MAKE AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATHS MR392, 
MT15, MT17A, MT16, AND PUBLIC BRIDLEWAYS, MT49 
AND MT50 

IN THE PARISH OF SHIPBOURNE 
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS MR392, MT15, MT17A, MT16 AND 
PUBLIC BRIDLEWAYS MT49 AND MT50 
(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Kent County Council intends to temporarily close Public 
Footpaths MR392 at NGR TQ 578 517, MT15 at NGR TQ 
583 512, MT17A at NGR TQ 583 512, MT16 at NGR TQ 588 
511, and Public Bridleways MT49 at NGR TQ 583 509 and 
MT50 at NGR TQ 589 509 from 16th April 2012 
The Routes will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
The Routes will be closed because works are planned 
on them and there is a likelihood of danger to users 
Alternative routes will be signed for the duration of the 
works. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Michele Snoding 


Countryside Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME14 lXX Dated: 1st April 2012 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Countryside Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (Mon-Fri 8am-8pm) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 
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Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 
12/00714/HOUSE Ryecroft Chapel Lane, Benenden 

- Removal of conservatory and replace with sun room (LB) (CA) 

12/00717/LBC Ryecroft Chapel Lane, Benenden 

- Listed Building Consent: Removal of conservatory and replace with sun room (LB) 

12/00807/FUL Gate House Farm Fairmans Lane, Brenchley 

- Erection of stables and horsewalker and change of use of existing agricultural buildings to 
equine for domestic and commercial use (PROW) 

12/00834/FUL Garbos 1 - 3 Lime Hill Road, Culverden 

- Change of use of ground floor from A1 (hairdressing salon) to A3 (cafe) (CA) 

12/00816/FUL Pearsons Cottage/Oakleaves Cottage Cranbrook Road, Frittenden 

- Alterations to both cottages to form one dwelling (CA) (LB) 

11/03707/LBC Bushes Farmhouse Churn Lane, Horsmonden 

- Listed Building Consent - Internal alterations to create new shower room (LB) 

12/00688/HOUSE The Barn Hook Green Farm, Lamberhurst 

- Installation of rectangular window in side elevation of annexe (LB) 

12/00720/HOUSE 3 Berkeley Place Berkeley Road, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Parking area to courtyard (LB) (CA) 

12/00721/LBC 3 Berkeley Place Berkeley Road, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Listed Building Consent: Parking area to courtyard (LB) 

12/00773/HOUSE 52 Warwick Park Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Replace existing 11.500m section of close boarded boundary fencing fronting onto 
Warwick Park with new metal railings to match the existing front entrance gates (CA) 

12/00799/CEU India Jane 70 Mount Pleasant Road, Park 

- Lawful Development Certificate (Existing) - Use of basement and first floor rooms for retail 
ancillary storage (CA) 

12/00839/CAC Abbeyfield Society Ltd Abbeyfield House, Park 

- Conservation Area Consent: Demolition of existing garage (CA) 

12/00780/LBC Chapel Pembury Hospital, Pembury 

- Listed Building Consent - Remove the pews and organ from the chapel (LB) 

12/00815/LBC Rammell House Cranbrook School The Hill, Sissinghurst 

C/O Cranbrook Parish 

- Listed Building Consent: Removal of existing roof materials( Peg tiles, slate, plain clay tiles and 
lead), timber battening and weathering. Replace with breather membrane, tanalised battens and 
Peg tiles, slate, plain clay tiles and lead. Repair works to chimney (LB) 

12/00817/FUL Wyndhurst The Street, Sissinghurst C/O Cranbrook Parish 

- Sub-division of existing dwelling to form two separate dwellings with separate parking and 
amenity areas (CA) 

12/00829/FUL Cramp Institute High Street, Sissinghurst C/O Cranbrook Parish 

- Disabled ramp to front entrance (LB) (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. 

We accept comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing 
to the address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, 
although we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

Jim Kehoe 

Head of Planning Services 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 31 March 2012 



THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/11/2101/S - LAND AT, FOREST HILL, TOVIL, KENT - Outline planning permission for the erection of 
fourteen zero Carbon Houses with access, layout, scale and appearance to be considered at this stage 
and all other matters reserved for future consideration. Reason: 6 

MA/11/2190/N - PILGRIMS RETREAT, HOGBARN LANE, HARRIETSHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1NZ - 
Variation of condition 2 of permission MA/03/2343 (extension of the holiday park's season from 8 
months to 10 months) to allow the use of touring caravans, tents and static caravans for holiday 
purposes all year round (excluding the 18 permitted residential static caravans) as shown on A4 site 
location plan received on 22nd December 2011. Reason: 9 

MA/12/0185/S - TEASAUCER STABLES, BOCKINGFORD LANE, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6DP - 

Proposed construction of a replacement grass surfaced trackway approximately 55 metres in length and 

2.5 metres in width, reinforced with a recycled polyethylene grid. Reason: 2 

MA/12/0315/S - HOMEWELL BARN, NORTON ROAD, SU^ON VALENCE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 3LS 

- Erection of a replacement garage to be used as a play room. Reason: 1 

MA/12/0341/S - UNIT 15 WHEELBARROW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, PATTENDEN LANE, MARDEN, KENT - 

An application for minor material amendments to MA/08/2439 to surface water drainage and 

landscaping. Reason: 6 

MA/12/0360/S - THE BARN, HEADCORN ROAD, GRAFTY GREEN, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 2AP - Listed 
Building Consent for relocation of staircase and minor alterations to floor layouts. Reason: 3 
MA/12/0437/S - CLIFF HOUSE, CLIFF HILL, BOUGHTON MONCHELSEA, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 4NQ - 
Erection of a detached double garage. Reason: 1 

MA/12/0439/N - 261, WILLINGTON STREET, MAIDSTONE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 8EP - Erection of a 
one bedroom annexe building. Reason: 1 

MA/12/0441/N - THE LODGE, LENHAM COURT, OLD HAM LANE, LENHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 
2LS - An application for a new planning permission to replace an extant planning permission 
MA/09/0467 (loft conversion including the installation of two dormer windows and erection of detached 
double garage [resubmission of MA/08/1273]) to allow a further three years in which to implement the 
development. Reason: 1 

MA/12/0444/N - BYFRANCE, OTHAM LANE, BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 8SJ - Erection of a 
triple bay cartlodge (alternative to garage approved under MA/05/1282). Reason: 1 
MA/12/0447/S - SCUFFITS, WATER LANE, HUNTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 OSG - Erection of single 
storey garden room extension and raised flagstone patio area. Reason: 1 
MA/12/0476/N - THE FLOWER POT, 96, SANDLING ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 2RJ - Listed 
building consent for removal of internal stud walls and w.c. Reason: 3 
Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

9 - Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday 
9am to 1 pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 15th April 2012, 
quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 1st April 2012 



Planning applications 


M* 


Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5Aof the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//11/02109/FUL: 4-5 Pound Lane, Canterbury, CT1 2BZ Use of land to provide outdoor seating area in connection with restaurant. 

Applicant: Mr Betham Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00069/FUL: 2 Burgate Lane, Canterbury, CT1 2HH The insertion of fixed sash window with lower panel obscured to rear elevation 
(Retrospective application). Applicant: Mrs Mirtoarabi Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00104/ADV: Habitat Designs Limited, St Andrews Close, Canterbury, CT1 2RL Two non-illuminated wall-mounted signs. 

Applicant: 99p Stores Ltd Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//12/00165/ADV: 14 Butchery Lane, Canterbury, CT1 2JR Non-illuminated fascia sign and externally illuminated hanging sign. 

Applicant: Optical Express Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00179/FUL: Little Breach Farm, Elham Valley Road, Barham, CT4 6LN Construction of pond for wildlife. Applicant: Mr Thurley 

Reason: Affects the setting of a listed building. 

CA//12/00185/FUL: Newnham Farmhouse, Grove Road, Wickhambreaux, CT3 1SQ Erection of orangery to rear and replacement windows to 
dwelling, erection of swimming pool house, stable block and replacement carport with accommodation over and reconstruction of barn. 

Applicant: Mr Butcher Reason: Affects the setting of a listed building. 

CA//12/00186/LB: Newnham Farmhouse, Grove Road, Wickhambreaux, CT3 1SQ Erection of orangery to rear, replacement windows and 
internal alterations to dwelling. Applicant: Mr Butcher Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//12/00207/FUL: 10 Nelson Road, Whitstable, CT5 1DP Replacement of hardstanding with permeable block paving. Applicant: Mr P Bell 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00250/FUL: 7 and 8 All Saints Lane, Canterbury, CT1 2AU First-floor rear extension to No 7 and insertion of rooflight to replace first- 
floor flank window in No 8. Applicant: Ms J Burgis and Mrs H Chappell Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//12/00289/VAR: 16-18 Oxford Street, Whitstable, CT5 1DD Variation of condition 02 (approved drawings); alterations in respect of disabled 
access and siting of plant and machinery and condition 06 (materials) of planning permission CA/10/01526/FUL (Retrospective application) 
Applicant: J D Wetherspoon PLC Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00349/FUL: Kenfield House, Kenfield Road, Petham, CT4 5RN Alterations to front boundary wall, fence and gates to facilitate new 
vehicular access. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Henderson Reason: Setting listed building in conservation area. 

CA//12/00352/FUL: Land adjacent to The Prince Albert PH, Sea Street, Whitstable, CT5 IAN Erection of two-storey dwelling incorporating 
accommodation in the roof space. Applicant: Mr D Taylor Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00353/LB: 25 Orchard Street, Canterbury, CT2 8AP Extensions and internal and external alterations to dwelling. Applicant: Mr D Matthew 
Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//12/00357/FUL: Chequers Barn, High Street, Fordwich, CT2 0DX Conversion of ancillary residential buildings to a single residential unit. 
Applicant: Mr S Waitt Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00367/ADV: Newingate House, 16-17 Lower Bridge Street, Canterbury Exterior signage and illumination. 

Applicant: GAU The American University Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00369/FUL: 2 Woolage Green Road, Woolage Green, Womenswold, CT4 6SF Erection of single-storey extension to side and dormer 
window to rear of dwelling. Applicant: Mr Hobson Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00374/FUL: 59 Hackington Road, Tyler Hill, Hackington, CT2 9NE Single-storey rear extension. Applicant: Mr D Jones 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00375/FUL: 2 Pear Tree Cottage, Stodmarsh Road, Wickhambreaux, CT3 4BA Two and single-storey side and rear extension to dwelling. 
Applicant: Mr Peries Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00377/FUL: Yew Tree Farm, Stone Street, Petham, CT4 5PL Retention of conservatory to outbuilding. Applicant: Mr R Cronin 
Reason: Affects the setting of a listed building. 

CA//12/00388/FUL: 10 Beverley Road, Canterbury, CT2 7EN Replacement bay window to front elevation and installation of dormer to rear of 
dwelling. Applicant: Ms Watkins Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00391 /FUL: 53 Charles Street, Herne Bay, CT6 5HW Single-storey rear extension. Applicant: Mrs V Inwood Reason: Conservation area. 
CA//12/00396/FUL: From Hampton Pier car park to Red House Farm on Thornden Wood Road, Herne Bay Laying of underground electricity 
cables including area of temporary storage of plant and machinery. Applicant: Vattenfall Wind Power Ltd Reason: Major development. 

CA//12/00404/FUL: 14 High Street, Herne Bay, CT6 5LH Conversion of ground-floor from retail shop (Use Class A1) into a two-bedroom self- 
contained residential apartment and associated alterations. Applicant: Mr Mark Walker Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00409/FUL: 25 Orchard Street, Canterbury, CT2 8AP First-floor extension to side of dwelling, single-storey rear extension and balcony 
at second floor level. Applicant: Mr D Matthew Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00422/FUL: The Queens Head, 44 William Street, Herne Bay, CT6 5PB Conversion of public house to residential, comprising of four 
apartments and two houses. Applicant: Mr J Bevan Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//12/00514/LB: The Queens Head, 44 William Street, Herne Bay, CT6 5PB Alterations to listed building associated with residential 
conversion. Applicant: Mr J Bevan Reason: Work to a listed building. 

Any representations should be sent in writing to the Head of Planning and Regeneration, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury 
CT1 1YW or e-mailed to development.control@canterbury.gov.uk to arrive on or before Monday 23 April 2012. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 30 March 2012 


AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 
YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2012 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to Sections 15 and 16 of the Audit Commission Act 

1998 and the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011 :- 

1. from 10 July to 6 August 2012 on Mondays to Fridays inclusive between 9am and 4pm any 
person interested on application to the Head of Finance and Governance, Town Hall, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNI 1RS may inspect and make copies of the accounts of the Council 
for the year ended 31 March 2012 and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts 
relating thereto; and 

2. on or after 7 August 2012 until the completion of the audit, the District Auditor, Andy Mack, 4th 
Floor, "B" Block, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1X0 at the request of 
any local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate, will give the elector or 
their representative an opportunity to question him about the accounts, and any such elector 
or representative may attend before the Auditor and make objection to any of the accounts. No 
objection shall be made by or on behalf of a local government elector unless the District 
Auditor has previously received written notice of the proposed objection and of the grounds on 
which it is to be made. Where an elector sends a notice to the Auditor for this purpose they 
shall at the same time send a copy of the notice to the Council. 

Lee M. Colyer CPFA 

Head of Finance & Governance (si 51 Officer) 

Town Hall 

Royal Tunbridge Wells 

Kent TNI IRS 

April 2012 
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PLANNING 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF 
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 
KCC/TM/0075/2012 - Proposed development at 
Tarmac Ltd, Ham Hill Quarry, Snodland, Kent, ME6 
5 LA 

Tarmac Ltd is applying to Kent County Council for 
planning permission for an Aggregate Recycling 
Facility and a Concrete Batching Plant together with 
amendments to the currently approved quarry 
restoration plans. 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF 
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 
AND UNDER THE PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 
KCC/TM/0038/2012 - Proposed development at 
Ryarsh Primary School, Birling Road, Ryarsh, West 
Mailing, Kent, ME19 5LS 

KCC Property & Infrastructure Support is applying to 
Kent County Council Planning Applications Group for 
planning permission for the provision of new modular 
two classroom building. The proposed development 
does not accord with the provisions of the 
development plan in force in the area in which the 
land to which the application relates is situated. The 
proposed development is adjacent to a Conservation 
Area and may affect its character and/or appearance. 
You may view these applications at Tonbridge & 
Mailing Borough Council, Gibson Building, Gibson 
Drive, Kings Hill, West Mailing, Kent, ME19 4LZ. 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF 
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 
KCC/TW/0524/2011 - Proposed development at 
Westdene, Whetsted Road, Five Oak Green, 
Tonbridge, Kent, TN12 6SD 
CLC Construction Ltd is applying to Kent County 
Council for planning permission for change of use of 
the land from breakers yard and storage of damaged 
vehicles and trailers to site office and open storage 
with ancillary operations. 

You may view this application at Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council, 8 Grosvenor Road, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent, TNi 2AB 

Alternatively, details of the applications can be 
viewed on Kent County Council’s website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/viewapplications or at our offices 
in Maidstone at the address below during all 
reasonable office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planning.applications@kent.gov.uk or in writing to 
Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this 
notice. Please quote the application reference 
number and note that comments may be drawn to the 
attention of Council Members, the applicant and other 
interested persons and may include publishing on the 
Borough Council website. 

Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 1 April 2012 
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ARCHANT > KOS MEDIA 



BIRTHS, 

MARRIAGES 

AND 

DEATHS 

Including family 
announcements in 
partnership with the 
Kent registration service 

To register Births, Marriages 
and Deaths contact the Kent 
registration service on 
0845 824 7400 

For advertising 
announcement enquiries 
telephone Kent on Sunday 
01303 817150 


BIRTHS 

HARGROVE 

Claire and William celebrate the 
birth of their daughter, Emma 
Kathleen on 5th March 2012. A 
much loved sister for Matthew 
and Granddaughter for Irene, 
Sue and Rodney. 

HOWSON 

Our beautiful Princess Freya 
Erynne born to Charlene and 
Christopher on 8th March 
weighing 7Ibs 13ozs. 

PAGE 

Keileigh and John celebrate the 
birth of their son Logan Bailey 
Page on 10th March 2012. 

SPINKS 

Terry and Diane of Canterbury 
are thrilled to announce the 
arrival of their son Billy on 19th 
March at Queen Elizabeth the 
Queen Mother hospital weighing 
71b 2oz. Welcome to the world 
our precious son 

DEATHS 

PLUCK 

Bob Pluck- Local Jazz 
Musician.Died 21st March 
2012Service to be held at 
Medway Crematorium on 3rd 
April 2012 at 12.40 pm 


To place your notice 
here call the 
Kent Public Notice 
team on 

01303 817044 


Horne Insurance 



Save Money 


On Your 
Home Insurance 
Renewal Premium 
- Guaranteed! 


Call now 

start to save today 
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CALL NOW 

Insure it 

www.insureitright.co.uk 

RIGHT 

CAR • VAN • HOME 





P Kent on Sunday 






Kent’s county and local news 
covered 24 hours a day 
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Turn your photos into a 
beautifully bound PhotoBook 

Get 20% off all 
PhotoBook orders 

Medium square, hard cover PhotoBook, 

normally £34^9 - NOW ONLY £19.99 

A4 Landscape, hard cover PhotoBook, 
normally £29.99 - NOW ONLY £23.99 

Visit website to see full PhotoBook range and get 20% off all Books 

Use code 'arch20' to receive 
discount when placing your order*. 



From holiday snaps, to baby photos, wedding albums to birthdays, 
cherish your precious moments by creating a beautifully bound PhotoBook 


Create your own 
PhotoBook from: 

• Holidays snaps 

• Birthday celebrations 

• Parties 

• New baby pictures 
•Weddings 



• Christenings 

• Schools & Graduation 

• First day at school 

• Events and Festivals 

• Family albums 

• Days out 

and so much 
more... 


o 


It’s quick, it’s easy and it’s a great way to produce a digitally printed PhotoBook. 

From taking that picture on your camera or phone, uploading “different” shaped photo frames and sized books, all within 
it onto your computer; to creating and ordering your the PhotoBook creator window. 

PhotoBooks online, it couldn t be easier Move photos from page to page, change layouts and add text 

Just download the FREE PhotoBook creator software and captions to your photos.When you are ready, simply click 
and upload your photos, then click to create your PhotoBook. the checkout button and your work of art is shipped straight to 
You can tailor make your own colour schemes and create your door You can even add extra copies for family and friends. 


archant| 

yourPhotoBooks.co.uk 

CAPTURE A MOMENT 


Visit www.yourphotobooks.co.ukto find out how 
to use and make your own PhotoBook 
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Gino DAcampo 
reveals why we 
might be hearing 
a lot more of him 

SEE PAGE 53 



MOVING 
ON UP 

VW ventures into the 
city-car market and 
blends style with fun 

SEE PAGE 67 


Kent Weekend 
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Live the 
Dream 

at BEAUTIFUL % 

fpirK 





Experience the difference 



Call 

01843 823207 

or 

07815 823207 

www.bradgatepark.co.uk 


Brand new holiday 
homes from £32,000 

Luxury holiday twins 
from £80,000 

Situated 2 miles from Broadstairs and walking 
distance to Westwood Cross Shopping Centre. 

We are a quiet family-run park 
with heated pool, gym, launderette 
and bar/restaurant. 

Wifi Broadband available. 


Sorry, not suitable for small children 
and small dogs welcome, 
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THE INTERVIEW 


Gino D’Acampo 


Italian who’s loving the heat 

Joe Bill talks to celebrity chef Gino D’Acampo ahead of his visit to the BBC’s Good Food Show 



T HE cream of the UK’s culinary 

elite heads to Kent during the next 
fortnight for a festival of cooking. 
Glow, the new entertainment 
venue at Bluewater shopping 
centre, is hosting this spring’s BBC 
Good Food Show UK, the first time it has been in 
the county. 

Among those present will be Saturday 
Kitchen’s James Martin, wine expert Oily Smith 
and celebrity chef Gino D’Acampo. 

The former king of the ‘I’m A Celeb’ jungle 
will be signing his new book for fans as well as 
providing an insight into his cooking skills. 

“The people will be able to sample some of the 
dishes and the wines - they can see cooking 
demonstrations, so they can get a lot of tips out 
of it,” said D’Acampo. 

“It is a chance for them to meet their 
favourite cook on television. It’s also a good 
chance for us, too, because it is always a 
pleasure to see them.” 

The Italian, known for his passion for the 
food of his home nation, has been highly sought 
after since winning the ITV reality show in 
2009 and since become a household name 
across the UK. 

He said: “I am very busy at the moment. I 
have just finished a new project in schools with 
a company called Innovate Services. Together 
we have designed 12 pasta dishes which will go 
into about 120 different schools around the 
country. They can get a bit of authentic Italian 
flavour in school, but also it is nice and healthy.” 

D’Acampo, 35, has also entered the world of 
the smartphone, having launched his own app 
this year. 

He said: “It’s called Eating Italian - we have 
about 25 to 30 video recipes done exclusively 
for the app. There are pictures to make the 
meals and it is also a way to learn a bit of the 
Italian language. There are all the words like 
spelling linguini properly, or tagliatelle and 
things like that. It is very helpful, it is not too 
expensive, it is beautifully shot, so it is all good.” 

Like many other celebrity chefs, D’Acampo 
has his own range of cookware and a number of 


cookbooks, including his latest offering, Italian 
Home Baking, which he will be signing at 
Bluewater. 

He said: “The book is all to do with stuff you 
have to bake, from breads to biscuits to Italian 
pastas to Italian pizzas... everything you need. 

“But my favourite dish would be anything to 
do with pasta - a bit of pasta with cherry 
tomatoes, a bit of basil and some extra virgin 
olive oil... to me that is simple food at its best. 
The best pasta for me is the very thin penne, the 
tube with pieces of mozzarella, nice and simple.” 

D’Acampo grew up in Naples and inherited 
his love of food from his grandfather Giovanni, 
himself a head chef. 

The young protege attended the Luigi de 
Medici Catering College before setting off to find 
work elsewhere. He said: “I was ready for an 
adventure, so I travelled all over Europe, 


employed in different kitchens, learning about 
life and love. I ended up working for the Italian 
Stallion himself as head chef at Sylvester 
Stallone’s Mambo King restaurant in Marbella. 

“While I was in Spain, I met and fell in love 
with my beautiful English wife and moved with 
her to London in 19 9 5. ” 

And it is his travels that continue to help the 
chef come up with new ideas for the kitchen. 

He said: “It happens that when you travel, or 
when you go to someone’s house for dinner, or 
even to other restaurants, I always carry a 
small notepad with me. 

“So if I try something new I think ‘OK, I 
like this idea’ and go back home or to my 
development kitchen at the office and I see if I 
can do something new with it - this is how it 
happens. 

“You try it on the family first and then a 


couple of friends and then you see if the flavours 
work together - then you put it into the book. 

“Sometimes someone gives you a recipe and 
says ‘Gino, I tried this one and I think it’s 
fantastic’. So you try it and tweak it a little and 
then you have got it. It is a very simple process.” 

Since the jungle, where he starred alongside 
Katie Price and Samantha Fox, D’Acampo’s 
reputation has rocketed, although he is quick to 
play down his increased fame. 

“Honestly, I had a lot of work before I went in 
the jungle, but of course it was great,” he said. 

“I already had my books, my pots and pans in 
supermarkets, and all my ideas were there. It 
did help because it was in front of an evening 
audience who were not really familiar with me. 

“We get stopped when we are out shopping, 
especially in the food-shopping environment. 
They see a chef, they take advantage of coming 
over and asking questions and food questions. 
And you know what - it is great! ” 

However, don’t expect to see the chef on 
skates or in reality sequins any time soon: “I 
think I am done with the reality shows. No 
dancing on ice and all that - it would require 
too much training. ” 

However, there is one conquest D’Acampo 
would like to make outside the food industry: he 
wants to write a hit record. 

The big Oasis fan said: “Yes I do. No laughing 
- that is not fair! I play the guitar and have 
played it since I was nine or 10.1 used to go to 
boy scouts and learned how to play the guitar. 
Everybody who plays an instrument comes to 
try out a little singing. And, like I do with 
recipes, I have something written down, which 
I change every two or three months. 

“One day it might happen. I really hope so 
because very rarely it happens to me that I look 
back and wish I had done that. I have been 
lucky to do most of the things I have wanted to 
do. So I hope it will happen.” 

■ Gino D’Acampo will be appearing at 
the BBC Good Food Show UK, being held 
at Glow, Bluewater, from Thursday to 
Sunday, April 12-15. See www. bluewater. 
co.uk/whatsonlist for more details. 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
or ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


Girlings Personal Injury Claims Ltd is a 

Canterbury-based company specialising in no-win no-fee, 
personal injury and medical negligence claims. 
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Contact u% now 

01227 768374 

Emaifc 

jj 16 Rose Lams. Canterbury 

www.gl rfe fftpartonaAnj uryxouuk 


NOTHING TO PAY US AT ANY STAGE 




Adults £3.50 
Children and 
Senior Citizens £2.50 





* i 


Broadlees Farm,Dover CT15 5DL by Dover Castle on A258 
No pregnant ladies for health and safety reasons 
If wet weather please call 07764 463948 



Karting parties, tuition, turn up 'n' drive 


(see website for dates). Just off J.3 of M2. 

www.buckmore.co.uk 
Tel: 01634 661617 
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EASTER 


The perfect time to enjoy spring beauty 


INTER is well and 
truly over and 
now’s the perfect 
time to get out and 
about to explore 
Kent’s beautiful 
coast and countryside. 

Whether it’s the joys of the open 
fields and the downs, or the sandy 
beaches and cliffs, now is the ideal 
time of year to stretch your legs and 
enjoy the sunshine. 


Strolling through sun-dappled, 
bluebell-carpeted woods is one of 
spring’s most magical experiences, 
and these seasonal flowers are a 
feature of the county. 

Bluebells flower in April and May, 
although this year’s late cold spell 
may delay them. The National Trust 
publishes details on its website of 
where to find the best bluebell walks 
in its properties - but there are also 
many sites in natural woodland that 


provide a feast for the senses. 

Walking is the perfect weekend 
activity for spring... when it’s not too 
hot for a brisk stroll but also not too 
cold to sit outside in a beer garden. 

The AA publishes two popular 
books to guide you - 50 walks to 
country pubs and the hardback 365- 
pub walks and cycle rides - but it’s as 
much fun to head off down a track 
you love, or to roam into parts you 
have never approached before. 


How about taking in one of the 
county’s highly-commended 
vineyards? Most home-grown 
vintages come from the area around 
The Weald, but there also some near 
Folkestone and Canterbury. Many 
offer tastings and tours. 

Many of the county’s stately homes 
and attractions are opening in time 
for the Easter break, and with crowds 
fewer in number than for the rest of 
the holiday period it’s the perfect time 


to take it all in at your leisure. 

Lambing is synonymous with 
springtime and many farms will be 
offering the chance for visitors to see 
the newcomers to their flock. 

And don’t forget the origins of the 
holiday. Many churches have 
impressive displays, with bouquets as 
well as re-creations of the scene of the 
passion of Christ. 

When Easter comes, you know 
summer is just round the corner, too. 



_.*_ 

ROMNEY, HYTHE & DYMCHURCH RAILWAY 

Cafes, Gift Shops, Model Railway Exhibition, Group Travel Rates, Coaches welcome. 
Much more that “Just Another Railway” 

The 

Biggest ‘Little’ 
Railway in 
the World 




For train times, event details, and other enquiries contact: 
RHDR, New Romney, Kent,TN28 8PL Tel: 01797 362353 
Email: info@rhdr.org.uk www.rhdr.org.uk 


Kent & East Sussex 

Railway 

Tenterden • Northiam • Bodiam 


April Events 



2nd to 5th and 10th to 13th 

FAMILY TICKET SPECIAL OFFER 

Take advantage of our super value FAMILY TICKET - reduced to just £35 - 
and travel all day!* 

6th to 9th 

EASTER RUNNING 

We are open throughout Easter with 5 steam departures from Friday 6th to 
Sunday 8th and 8 train departures on Monday 9th. 


See website for details of these and other events this year. 

*The Family Ticket price reduction cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 



Donkey Street - Burmarsh 
Romney Marsh - Kent - TN29 OJN 
01303 873618 - www.lathebarn.co.uk 

Tea Rooms & Gift Shop 

Enjoy home cooked freshly prepared 
food on peaceful Romney Marsh. 

A wide choice of salads, jacket 
potatoes, pavlova's and cream teas. 

Children's Farm 
and Play Area 

Let the children enjoy the new 
indoor play barn, look at the animals 
or ride on the go karts 
and play mini golf. 

Open 11am-5pm | Tuesdays-Sundays 
Closed Mondays except Bank Holidays 


Broome Park Golf Club 

Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


MIXED OPEN 

only £70 per pair 

Stableford Betterball 
Saturday 19th May 2012 (PM tee times) 

Further Details go to www.broomepark.co.uk - click on 'Open golf events' 

Easy Access from A2/M2 p/ w M20 routes 


For further information please contact Del or Claire on 
01227 830728 | www.broomepark.co.uk 




Welcome to the Canterbury Ghost Tour 


A 90 minute tour of Canterbury’s dark side an entertaining blend of 
history, humour and haunting. 

If you want History, Humour and Haunting there is only one place to be 
- The Canterbury Ghost Tour! 


Tour Times and Meeting Point 
Alberrys Wine Bar in St Margaret’s Street, at 20:00hrs 
on Friday and Saturday 

Call 0845 519 0267 (9am - 5pm) 


01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 


www.canterburyghosttour.com 
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KENT ATTRACTIONS 


Pace, passion 
and petrol 

Karting capers 



Buckmore Park, Chatham 

01634 201562 

www.buckmore4kids.co.uk 

saLes@buckmore.co.uk. 


FOR fun that is fast and 
furious, you can't beat karting. 
To experience the thrill of real 
outdoor karting, head to the 
award-winning Buckmore Park 
1,000m International Outdoor 
Kart Circuit, just off junction 3 
of the M2, where British world 
champions Lewis Flamilton 
and Jenson Button learnt their 
trade. 

A session at Buckmore, which 
celebrates its 50th 
anniversary next year, will be 
a day to remember. 

The ever-popular exclusive 
kids' karting parties for ages 
four to 16 are available for up 
to 12 drivers, and parties can 
incorporate a celebration meal 


and also be combined with 
laser-warfare games in the 
venue's woods. 

There are Turn Up'n'Drive 
sessions for ages four to 16 
on selected dates throughout 


the spring, including the Easter 
school holidays. There are 
different speeds and different 
tracks available for varying 
ages. Prices start at £15 per 
session. 


It’s a riot of Britpop 
Echo & The Bunnymen, 
James, Cast, Space... 

Quex Park, Birchington 

Saturday and Sunday, July 28-29 
0844 8889991 
www.gigantic.com 


ON the Saturday eve of the London Olympics, 
Quex Park's Sound Island Festival will be 
paying homage to the best of British with a list 
right out of the Britpop era. 

Best known for their singles of the 90s, Sit Down 
and She's A Star, James have topped charts 
around the world. 

Joining them will be Echo & The Bunnymen, 
whose chart-topping successes include The 
Killing Moon and Nothing Lasts Forever. 
Multi-platinum sellers Cast, whose live 
performances have been described by Noel 
Gallagher as a "religious experience", will also 
join the list of 90s legends. 

Crowds will be treated to performances from, 
Inspiral Carpets and indie-rockers Space. 
Sunday's line-up includes Oily Murs and Rizzle 
Kicks. 

Festival tickets are on sale now. 



The cream of the craft 

Nationwide exhibitors 


Kent College, Canterbury 

Friiday to Sunday, April 13-15 
01622 747325; www.craftinfocus.com 


CRAFT In Focus is staging one of its renowned 
contemporary-craft exhibitions. 

The group, which has been organising craft 
fairs at the top end of the creative ladder for 10 
years, ended 2011 on a high after record sales at 
its RHS Garden Wisley event. 

Craft In Focus selects the finest designer- 
makers in the UK to exhibit at its shows. 
Although exhibitors come from all over the 
country, several local designers also feature. 
Admission is £4 for adults, £3 for over-65s and 
free for under-14s. 


Healthy but a 
little grizzled 

New arrival 

Howletts Wild Animal Park 

0844 8424647 

www.aspinallfoundation. 

org/howletts 


PRIMATE-KEEPERS at 
Howletts have announced 
another birth among an 
endangered species. 
Asamara, the grizzled 
leaf monkey, is the 20th 


successful birth in the troop at 
the Bekesbourne park, which is 
the only group of this species in 
human care outside its native 
Java. 

Keeper Matt Ford said: "Mum 
and baby are doing very well. 
The birth provides hope for the 
survival of these 
endangered primates in 
captivity. Deforestation has 
resulted in habitat loss for the 
grizzled leaf monkey - only 
4 per cent of its original forest 
habitat remains on Java." 

There are several recent new¬ 
borns at the park - go online to 
find out more. 




ilimo 


A Charles Dickens Bicentenary Presentation 


Dickens World, our exciting indoor visitor complex based around the life, books and 
times of Charles Dickens. We take you on a fascinating journey to Dickens’ World 
as you step back into authentically themed Dickensian England. 


Annual Passes now available from just £10 


DICKENS WORLD EVENTS 


5 ?- 


CIRCUS OF LIGHT 

See ‘stunning fire juggling’ and ‘mind-blowing magic’, 
as well as ‘breathtaking aerial flying acts.’ 

4th — 13th April (excluding llth April) 

Tickets: from £8.00 (Dickens World and Circus) 


BRITANNIA THEATRE EVENTS 

Time for Tea 


A new ‘Good Old Days’ live show 
Sing along to songs of yesteryear and enjoy a 
cream tea. Must pay for entry into Dickens 
World, tickets from £8.00, includes Time for Tea 
show. £5.00 extra for cream tea. 

Next show - Wednesday llth April 

For more information visit www.dickensworld.co.uk 
or call 01634 890421 


TSgfi JONGLEURS COMEDY NIGHTS 

c Friday 27th April 2012 

Friday 1st June 2012 


< IF l- - V •- Tickets from £10.80 

Visit Dickens World or ca 


call 01634 890421 


Tom O’Connor & The Vintage Corporation 

A night of Top Class Comedy and Music from the 60s & 70s 

Saturday 2nd June 2012 - Britannia Theatre 
Tickets only £14.75 

To book visit www.dickensworld.co.uk or call 01634 890421 


ODEON 




Mirror Mirror (PG) 
Streetdance 2 2D (PG) 
Streetdance 2 (PG) 
The Best Exotic Marigold 
Hotel (12A) 

The Devil Inside (15) 

The Hunger Games (12A) 
The Muppets (U) 


The Pirates! In an Adventure 
with Scientists (U) 

The Pirates! In an Adventure 
with Scientists 2D (U) 

We Bought a Zoo (PG) 

Wrath of the Titans 2D (12A) 
Wrath of the Titans © (12A) 
21 Jump Street (15) 


ODEON KIDS 
Puss in Boots 2D (U) 

SENIOR SCREEN 
Sherlock Holmes: A 
Game of Shadows (12A) 

OTHER CINEMA 
Black Gold (12A) 


For times and films, please call the film line on 0871 22 44 007 or visit WWW.odeon.CO.uk 


all Dickons world Inrormati 

to www.dickensworld.co.uk 


□ 1634 890121 
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Images of Ellen Terry 

A rare opportunity 

Smallhythe Place, Tenterden 

Wednesday, April 11 
01580 762334 
www.nationaltrust.org 


SMALLHYTHE Place, the small house with the 
big charm, has a rare treat in store for visitors. 
Staff will be revealing rarely-seen personal 
possessions from the Victorian actress Ellen 
Terry's collection of books, photographs and 
letters. Terry was a renowned actress in the late 
1800s and early 1900s and lived at Smallhythe 
Place from 1899 to 1928. 

The attraction is owned by the National Trust, 
which will bring Ellen's story alive through short 
talks on the items. 

Paul Meredith, house manager, said: "We also 
hope to include examples of her children's 
works, such as her daughter Edy’s sketchbook of 
costume designs." 


Active Easter 
Egg action and 
spring walks 

Penshurst Place, Tonbridge 

Sat, March 31-Thu, April 15 
01892 870307 
www.penshurstplace.com 


FAMILIES can look forward 
to an eggciting holiday as 
Penshurst Place hosts 
children's Easter activities and 
events. 

Young visitors can get creative 


by trying their hand at craft 
activities from midday to 4pm 
as well as a daily spring walk. 
Come and see Aardvark 
Productions take its audience 
on a celebration of the season. 
The show sees the old man of 
the woods and his companion 
as they regale you with tales of 
Easter and the celebrations of 
this wonderful season. 
Youngsters can also try their 
hands at egg-rolling, while 
there will also be a traditional 
egg-and-spoon race. 

All the children's events are 
included in the normal garden 
ticket admission. 





A 





Two wheels... 
loads of deals 

Bikes bash 

Orbital Park, Ashford 

Monday, April 9 
01797 344277 
www.elk-promotions.co.uk 


THE Ashford Classic 
Motorcycle Show has become 
a regular highlight of the 
Easter weekend - and this 
year is no different. 

Held at Orbital Park’s modern 


agricultural market, the event 
attracts a range of classic 
motorcycles, including rarely- 
seen American machines. 

The show bikes are judged 
during the course of the day, 
with a ceremony and prize 
raffle at about 3pm. 

The Ashford show also 
incorporates a bike-only 
autojumble, with garage- 
clearance stalls available for 
anyone who'd like to declutter 
the shed and turn old relics 
from old wrecks into a little 
extra cash. These stalls are 
available for £10 pre-booked. 
Admission is £5 for adults. 


Wartime ways 

1940s-style 

celebration 

KESR, Tenterden 

Sat and Sun, May 19-20 
01580 765155 
www.kesr.org.uk 


CAPTURE the atmosphere of 
the 1940s at the Kent & East 
Sussex Railway in Tenterden 
in May when its annual 
wartime weekend gets into 
full swing. 

Visitors of all ages can 
come along to experience 
the Forties lifestyle as the 
stations along the line turn 
back the clock with authentic 
memorabilia, bunting, wartime 
demonstrations and spivs. 
There will be flying displays, 
dancing, singing and a packed 
programme of entertainment. 
The old-style trains will run 
throughout the weekend and 
each 1940s ticket includes 
unlimited steam-train travel 
between Tenterden and 
Bodiam station all day. 

History enthusiasts can browse 
a range of civilian and military 
vehicles, privately owned and 
fully restored to their wartime 
glory. 



IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE 


Easter Egg 
Trail & 

Easter Holiday Fun 


HEVER^cAsfLE 

&* GARPEnS 

The childhood home of Anne Boleyn 


PffJJfl 

6-9 April 

• Hunt for clues hidden in the 
garden with the help of 
Henrietta the Hen to claim 
your chocolate reward. 

• Brass bands & restaurants. 

• Adventure playground, 

Water Maze and Yew Maze. 

• 1 hr lake walk. Rowing boats* 
are also available for hire. 


10- 15 April 


Children can make their own 
brass rubbings to take home 
at the drop-in brass rubbing 
workshop. 


www.hevercastle.co.uk 
Step into Spring at Hever Castle... 

For more information and open times call 01732 865224 
Hever, Nr. Edenbridge, Kent, TN8 7NG 

* Weather permitting 



We continue to offer outstanding 
modem & traditional Spanish 
cooking that has won acclaim 
from the national press. 

Our menus’ follow the seasons, using 
the best local producers & Spanish 
importers. With a fantastic selection of 
wines & tapas, we have something for 
everyone. 

Please see our website for weekly menus! 

• Air Conditioning 

• Outside Seating 

• Parking Close By 

• Online Booking Available 

TAPAS TAKE-AWAY NOW AVAILABLE 


Open 7 days a week from 1 April 

48 Harbour Street 
WHITESTABLE I CT5 1AQ 
www.thetapas.co.uk 


Tel: 

01227 

273373 


| Williams & Brown | 


Tapas 


BE PART 


of OUR 

COMMUNITY 



Advertise 

here 

Call 

01303 

817150 

WWW. 

kentnews 

.co.uk 


ABSOLUTE BARGAIN!! 


Static holiday home for sale located at Kent's Premier Holiday Park overlooking the 
stunning Swale countryside. 10 month season with on park facilities including pool, 
sauna, spa and fully licensed entertainment complex, 2012 fees paid!! 


Must sell £7,9951 Contact James on 07740 247521 
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newspapers • magazines • online 


To advertise 
in this section 

Call 

01303 817150 
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FARLEYS 



AND FRIDAY 


WE WILY BE 


^OM APRIL 2012 


Established 1928 - Four Generations of Family Service & Quality 


esrsda* 






SEATER 


SOFA 
:e OF 
SOFA 
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THE PRICE 


FOR 


SEATER 
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THESE PROMO 


GET AN UNDERLAY 
UPGRADE ON CARPET 
ORDERS OVER £500 


GET A FREE UPGRADE 
FROM PLATFORM DIVAN 
TO DRAWER DIVAN 

____ J 



Townley House • Chatham Street 
Ramsgate • Kent • CTll 7PR 


01843 593069 • www.farleysfurniture.co.uk "Offers only valid until 5th April 2012 
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One of Kent's best kept secrets... 


\« fteciro 

Kitchens and 


>rns 


Tonbridge Range - £2,400.00 incv.A.T 

Including Oven, Hob and Hood. 

Supply only - Excluding Washing Machine and Fridge Freezer. 
Installation Available 


Our Price Match Promise 
Extended 

To include ALL competitors 
April 

SALES 


Buy this kitchen for £2400.00. 

Tonbridge Range - Supply Only (excludes washing machine & fridge freezer) 


Present this voucher to receive a 

FREE Neff Dishwasher 

(for NEW Kitchen orders over £3000.00) 

Subject to stock 


Offer Expires 28/03/12 


(not in conjunction with any other offers, including price matching) 


nq) 


Cornell Classic 


ZANUSSJ 


™ f ' g Iblanco 


S Electrolux 


Miele 


BOSCH 
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FOOD & DRINK 


Flavours of Kent 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 


Take Hart or even The Hog... 
high street has a new gem 



W HEN you’ve struggled to get 
a table at a pub restaurant 
for weeks on end, you start 
to wonder what all the fuss 
is about. A two-for-one deal 
maybe? Or is it simply that 
the food is exceptional? 

In this case, it’s most definitely the latter and, 
combined with a friendly team who go out of 
their way to make sure guests are happy, the 
recently-relaunched White Hart Hotel in Hythe 
has become the gem of the high street. 

This historic inn - built in 13 9 5 - is a family- 
run hotel, restaurant and freehouse, boasting 
original features and a stunning 16th-century 
courtyard. 

Low oak beams and an inglenook fireplace 
make for a cosy feel and while the pictures of 
celebrities who have enjoyed the chefs cooking 
could be viewed as slightly cheesy, they actually 
did have the desired effect and I found myself 
quietly impressed that the likes of Johnny Depp 
and Britney Spears admired the person who was 
about to cook my food. 

After ordering a bottle of Sauvignon Blanc 
(£12.50) we looked at the menu, which 
consisted of a range of locally-sourced produce, 
a selection of delicious specials and the type of 
good, honest dishes that promise bags of flavour 


RESTAURANT REVIEW 



and the likelihood of leaving you stuffed. 

I chose the green-pea-and-goat’s-cheese 
risotto (£6) and my dining companion the soup 
of the day - roasted red pepper (£4.50). 

My guest’s soup packed real punch and left 
that warm feeling of true home-cooked food. 

My risotto was delicious, although slightly on 
the large side and I was already worrying about 
how I was going to manage the next course. 

For our main dishes my companion chose 
the tasty Cajun-style rump steak with hand-cut 
wedges (£14) and I went for pizza. 

While I don’t usually choose pizza when I eat 
out, I defy anyone who sees The Hog (£9) on 


the menu and doesn’t consider it. 

The stone-baked pizza boasts crispy pork 
belly, black pudding, smoked ham hock, 
mozzarella, herbs and rocket (£9). I won’t lie: I 
could barely contain myself with excitement. 

So it was with great sadness that after four 
slices of the delicious pizza I had to wave the 
white flag, slightly annoyed at myself for 
naively wolfing down every bite of my starter 
without thinking about what was coming next. 

This is when I have to again praise the staff, 
who, having already impressed me with their 
friendly attitude, wrapped the pizza in foil so I 
could take it home to eat later. 

Despite being stuffed, the dessert menu looked 
too tempting to ignore and so we shared a 
lemon-and-lime posset with raspberry coolie 
(£4.75). This was the perfect dessert: tasty, 
fresh and presented beautifully. 

The White Hart is a must, whether for a full 
sit-down meal or a drink in the stunning 
courtyard and bar, 

Our bill came to £50.75, well worth it for food 
I can only describe as simply outstanding. 

Marijke Cox 


■ The White Hart Hotel, 71 High Street, 
Hythe CT21 5AJ. Telephone: 01303 238304; 
website: www.thewhiteharthythe.co.uk 


Jamie Oliver is part of 
the Bluewater Union 

JAMIE Oliver is to open a new restaurant at 
Bluewater shopping centre, near Dartford. 

Together with business partner Chris Bianco, 
the celebrity chef will launch a Union Jacks 
restaurant on the lower Thames Walk entrance 
of the recently-opened Plaza. It will be Oliver's 
second eatery at the shopping centre after 
Jamie’s Italian opened there last year. 

Union Jacks was created by Oliver and 
Phoenix-based Chris Bianco, who is renowned 
for his wood-fired pizzas. It combines Bianco's 
expertise with Oliver's love of top-quality 
ingredients. 

Oliver's restaurants chief, Simon Blagden, 
said: “We have received fantastic feedback from 
our first Union Jacks and are excited to be 
opening at Bluewater. 

“It has proved to be a brilliant site for Jamie's 
Italian since we launched last autumn, so we are 
delighted that it will become home to Union 
Jacks." 

The restaurant, billed as "where wood-fired 
flatbreads meet great British flavours", will 
become the fourth Union Jacks in the UK and is 
set over 4,000 sq ft. 
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Meet your perfect 


through your IOC3 trusted dating Service 


www.kentnews.co.uk 


08000329100 


to place a free ad 


Women Seeking 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 or 
call 0906 635 0508 (T&C's be¬ 
low) 

LYNDA very attractive attached fe¬ 
male, own transport and willing to 
travel, seeking similar natured 
male for extra circular activities. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 386653 
KERRY blonde blue eyed cultured 
lady, very genuine, caring, seeking 
caring natured male 45-58 for lov¬ 
ing romance. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 

Box No:386649 . 

HI I’m Jane a 40yr old divorcee with 
3 children, looking to fall in love 
again, seeks genuine, confident, very 
tactile male. Tel No: 0906 5157112 
Box No: 386643 

TINA new to this and a bit nerv¬ 
ous, lonely blue eyed 30yr old look¬ 
ing for male companion 30-50yrs. 
Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 386625 
SARA 31 tall and single, lovely green 
eyes, outgoing and social WLTM 
tall down to earth stable male for 
poss LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 

Box No: 386623 . 

MARGARET 57, looking for male 
companionship with GSOH for 
nights out, friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
390248$ 

ALICE 18yr old tall blonde carefree 
student, looking for exciting male 
18-30 for good times only. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 387107 
HI I’m Jo, petite, pretty, fed up with 
own company, seeking male to help 
me get back into the swing of things, 
for uncomplicated fun times togeth¬ 
er. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387103 

DEBBIE slim outgoing approach¬ 
able attractive lassie, 33yrs, GSOH, 
sporty, looking for non serious fun 
male for friendship, maybe more. 
Any age/looks/status. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387101 
CHARLIE young 37yr old blonde 
attractive nurse, OHAC, no ties, new 
to the area and dating scene, look¬ 
ing to find love with genuine avail¬ 
able male, 25-42 with GSOH. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 387051 
LAURA single female 22yrs, blonde, 
blue eyes, very attractive with curvy 
figure, WLTM older male for fun 
times only. Status unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 387049 
TASHA single working mum seeks 
light hearted man, 35-45 who also 
likes to enjoy life to the full for pas¬ 
sion, romance and tic. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387047 
SANDRA outgoing 53, carer, seeks 
male for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 390230$ 
BLACK female, 33, single mum, 
loving, honest, caring, kind, seeks 
professional, kind, honest male, 34- 
44. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387565 $ 

29YR old female, 3 children, smok¬ 
er, size 16-18, bubbly, outgoing, likes 
a laugh, cuddles, seeking likemind- 
ed male for fun relationship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 387463 $ 


48YR old female, kind, loving, car¬ 
ing, genuine, fun loving, loves mu¬ 
sic, singing, theatre, holidays, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 387797 $ 

LORRAINE 5ft 9ins, medium build, 
49, bubbly, looking for male with 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:386401 

LYNETTE 60, South African, new 
to area, N/S, sociable, like the out¬ 
doors, looking for new friends. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386387$ 

32YR old professional with no time 
to have a relationship, seeks sim¬ 
ilar understanding male for compat¬ 
ible relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386309 
BECKY 34 single mum of one, 
GSOH, employed with OHAC, fun 
to be with and very loving, WLTM 
Mr Right if he is out there? ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386305 


ERIN attractive petite divorcee 
with own home, looking for nights 
in/out, friendship and maybe more 
with mature male. Looks/status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 383111 

FEMALE likes coast walks, shop¬ 
ping, gardening, countryside, seeks 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381463$ 

HEATHER 53, brown eyes, size 14, 
likes nights in/out, socialising, gar¬ 
dening, travel, seeks male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 387257 $ 
VALERIE looking for genuine male 
for nights out and romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 387173 $ 
CLARE attractive, petite, size 8, 
brown hair, blue eyes, likes theatre, 
walks, shopping, seeks genuine 
male, 50-60 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 

No: 385673 . 

KEELY blonde 1 8yr old, blue eyes 
size 10, stays at home too much 
and looking for fun male with OHAC. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
385377 


KEIRA 34yr old very attractive fe¬ 
male, fed up of staying in alone, look¬ 
ing for likeminded male for fun times. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
384055 

JO bubbly, fun, red hair, green eyes, 
5ft 5ins, likes nights out, dvds, seeks 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 374337 $ 

LOOKING for a nice soul mate, din¬ 
ners, drinks, walks, someone who 
enjoys life, I am optimistic, happy, 
fun, cuddly, slim, red hair, enjoy good 
food, working out. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 379865 $ 

SHARON 33, slim blonde, blue eyes 
outgoing, attractive, looking to put 
some much needed fun back into 
life, seeks male 30-45yrs. ACA. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
383047 


PAT 70’s, 5ft, cuddly, seeks male 
for friendship and days out. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 369521 $ 

JACKIE 48,5ft 3ins, medium build, 
likes animals, nights in/out, walks, 
seeks male, 48-58 for friendship, 
maybe more, preferably a smoker. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
368039 $ 

STUNNING blonde nurse, 32, fun¬ 
ny and romantic, WLTM uncompli¬ 
cated, reliable male, 50-65yrs for 
companionship and more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 369221 
AMANDA cuddly 36yr old easygo¬ 
ing caring lonely female just look¬ 
ing for love with nice guy, 30-55yrs. 
Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
375133 


JENNY very feminine attractive ma¬ 
ture classy female with beautiful blue 
eyes, looking for male to enjoy plen¬ 
ty of laughs and get to know. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 386303 
JUNE good looking divorced 40’s 
female, bubbly romantic and look¬ 
ing for tic. Genuine replies only pis. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

386301 . 

SUE young looking vivacious female 
with great sense of humour, OHAC, 
independent, interesting, seeking 
single tactile male. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 386275 
DEBS 38 green eyed sophisticat¬ 
ed blonde, attractive size 12, not 
looking for anything long term or 
steady just fun with intelligent 
male, 30-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386273 
FEMALE 58, 5ft 1 ins, hazel eyes, 
cuddly, caring, likes animals, drink, 
good food, seeks likeminded male 
to share life with. Is that you? Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
383669 $ 

BLACK female, 35, GSOH, caring, 
loving, kind, seeks male. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 376611 $ 


EMMA pretty 30yr old Scottish 
lassie, new to the area and look¬ 
ing for some nice company, give 
me a call and we can take it from 
there. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:385373 

GEM 24, slim blonde with blue eyes, 
single mum of one, extremely easy¬ 
going, WLTM genuine male for LTR. 
Dads welcome. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 385369 
DIANE single fit female, no children, 
OHAC, lots of free time, looking for 
a nice man to get to know and hope¬ 
fully fall in love with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 385351 
RUTH slim funny 18yr old brunette 
who loves cuddles seeks genuine 
guy for friendship leading to more. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 385349 

SUSIE 45, 5ft 8ins, student, out¬ 
going, easygoing, likes the outdoors, 
museums, theatre, socialising, 
seeks likeminded male for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 389716 $ 

IVY May tall, slim, voluptuous, seek¬ 
ing older, generous, kind, caring 
male, 75-80 for good times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 385505 $ 


CLAIRE 38 blue eyes, blonde, look¬ 
ing for professional gent up to 50yrs 
LTR. Call me to meet up for a ca¬ 
sual drink and chat. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 380881 


TIA 38yr old attractive blonde fe¬ 
male, likes keep fit, home life, look¬ 
ing for similar genuine romantic for 
relationship and good friendship. Tel 

No: 0906 5157112 Box No: 382081 


SUE 53, slim, blue eyes, likes foot¬ 
ball, animals, seeks N/S male, 45- 
55 for loving, lasting relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386247 


WENDY enjoys most things in life 
and is up for anything, whatever you 
fancy? I’m willing to give it a go! 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 382079 


NICKY 45, 5ft 2ins, blue eyes, 
blonde hair, looking for genuine male 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 389774 $ 

CAROL alone on a Saturday night 
with a bag of chips, what am I do¬ 
ing? Sick of being single and look¬ 
ing for a male who can handle a 
good women. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 383119 
SHARON 5ft 7ins, slim blonde, at¬ 
tractive, funny, good job, nice 
home, sports car, well educated/trav¬ 
elled, newly single and looking for 
love. Call me. Tel No: 0906 5157112 
Box No: 383113 


ALEX attractive professional, sep¬ 
arated, no ties, OHAC, seeks sim¬ 
ilar romantic male for love, compan¬ 
ionship and more. Looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 383049 

MARIA 47, curly blonde hair, 5ft 6ins, 
size 14, GSOH, likes reading, walks, 
WLTM kind, friendly, fun loving gent. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380509$ 

MARY 5ft 5ins, dark hair, green eyes, 
fun loving, likes nights in/out, 
seeks male with similar interests. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
385239 


LOOKING to start the New Year of 
with a bang? Faye open minded 20yr 
old female just looking for fun times. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 5157112 Box 

No:383045 . 

LONELY lady, retired nurse, 68, likes 
country/western music, nights in/out, 
GSOH, seeking male of similar age. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
385835 $ 

CARING affectionate female, 64, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, 5ft 2ins, seeks 
male, 60-70 with GSOH for friend¬ 
ship/companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 384871 $ 
MAISY seeks male who likes dogs, 
country walks, beach, meals out and 
knows there own mind for a rela¬ 
tionship and to build memories, fun 
loving lady 47. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 383733 $ 

SHARON 37yr old attractive femi¬ 
nine size 10, employed, OHAC, sin¬ 
gle mum of one, seeking similar lone¬ 
ly male with mature outlook. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 385655 
DEBS slim attractive stylish 40 look¬ 
ing for male who is prepared to give 
me lots of attention for fun times in 
return. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 

Box No:385653 . 

JEAN professional nurse attractive 
and all women! loves wining and din¬ 
ing seeking white knight who appre¬ 
ciates a real black beauty. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 385651 
JAN genuinely attractive voluptuous 
sensual female looking for compan¬ 
ionship with loving man, 35-65yrs. 
Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 385597 
JULIE blonde blue eyed outgoing 
female, 31yrs, seeking laidback re¬ 
lationship with likeminded affection¬ 
ate male, any age/looks or status. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

385595 . 

RONNIE 39 looking for fun loving 
bit on the side! must have a GSOH 
and own home, I will provide the en¬ 
tertainment! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 385593 

SANDRA 63, varied interests, cin¬ 
ema, walks, animals, meals out, N/S, 
social drinker, cuddly, seeks male 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 385315 $ 
MARY 62, fun loving, enjoy most 
things, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, green eyes, 
size 14, lives alone in country, seeks 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
385189 


MARY likes most things, nights out, 
socialising, seeks male for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 383847 
SANDRA 63, likes cuddles, varied 
interests, WLTM male with GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
383497 

TRISHA teacher, blonde, attractive, 
uncomplicated, undemanding, non 
materialist well travelled, likes read¬ 
ing, walking, laughing, seeks tall, pro¬ 
fessional male, 60’s for simple joys. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
379891 

KERRY 32yr old single mum of one, 
ready to move on with a new rela¬ 
tionship, WLTM genuine male for 
dates, text fun and more. Pis Call. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

383901 . 

SUE long blonde haired slim but curvy 
pretty female, loves to live life to the 
full, good wine, shopping, seeking 
genuine male 48-60yrs for friendship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380853 

KAZ 32yr old intellectual mixed race 
female, likes gym, meals in/out, seeks 
reliable, honest male, 38-58yrs to 
get to know for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 376591 
NATALIE blonde blue eyed nurse, 
39yrs medium build, no ties, life is 
good but I’m missing someone to 
love and lust after. Can you help? 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
376589 

AUDREY recently widowed, seeks 
lonely gent for friendship and con¬ 
versation. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 381213 

SHARON 50, widowed, looking for 
nice gent to take out to theatre, cin¬ 
ema, country walks and more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
384497 $ 

CARING genuine single mum, 
GSOH, 41, looking for genuine male 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:384349 $ 

NIAMH slim attractive female, well 
travelled and body confident, seek¬ 
ing mature male who can handle a 
real women. Or at least thinks he 
can. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 384051 

KIM 37, slim blue eyed brunette, di¬ 
vorced with no ties, looking for a gen¬ 
uine convenient friendship/more. 
Status unimportant Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 384049 



SARA slim tall 
blonde bombshell, 
loves dancing, walking in 
the rain, WLTM genuine 
male loves life as much as I 
do. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 384047 


IN for a Penny in for a Pound. 
Gorgeous curvy figured attractive 
brunette, bubbly, outgoing and fun, 
looking for confident romantic com¬ 
panion. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 

Box No: 383907 . 

CHERYL young 54, attractive, pe¬ 
tite, brunette, slim, likes most 
things, easygoing, looking for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380141 $ 

PROFESSIONAL female, late 
30’s, own business, seeks hon¬ 
est male for serious relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388370 

JULIE attractive slim blonde blue 
eyed beauty, fit with GSOH, pro¬ 
fessional OHAC, WLTM male for 
travel, good food/wine and mutu¬ 
al over indulgences. Tel No: 0906 
515 71112 Box No: 379007 
DIANE successful feisty business 
women, confident, fun, chatty, pos¬ 
itive, social with everything but that 
special someone in her life and 
WLTM him. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 71112 Box No: 379203 
LIBBY 36, newly single, no hang¬ 
ups, WLTM outgoing male to 
wine/dine and forever be mine. 
Don’t miss out! Call me. Tel No: 


515 7112 Box No: 

375607 

SANDRA green eyed slim 
brunette, loves to keep fit, very 
competitive, seeks reliable mature 
male who can look after me and 
be loved in return. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 375159 
GWEN lovely dark haired, dark 
blue eyed slim female with GSOH, 
WLTM male 35-50 for fun dates 
and romantic nights in together. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

380443 . 

ALICE 30’s female, slim, lovely 
smile, not that happy at the mo¬ 
ment but hoping you might change 
that, you’ve nothing to loose? Call 
me. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 379201 
LISA blonde 31yrs, extremely fit 
and outgoing, seeking male for ca¬ 
sual friendship with benefits. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380879 


Men Seeking 


Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in 
now and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 
(T&C's below) 

PRESENTABLE professional ar¬ 
chitect, honourable and kind, 
many interests, seeks interesting 
attractive female for LTR. Tel No: 
09065157112 Box No: 388373 $ 

ROBERTO 5ft 11 ins, dark hairs, 
green eyed Italian, likes DIY hol¬ 
idays, seeking honest trustworthy 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390450$ 
RICHARD 47, dark hair, blue eyes, 
slim-medium build, likes holi¬ 
days, theatre, travel, country 
walks, meals out, seeks female 
34-65 for happy LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 388323$ 
BARRY 65, retired, 5ft lOins, N/S, 
car owner, likes cooking, reading, 
sports, quiet drink, seeks lady for 
friendship/romance. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 388179 
JOHN 26, athletic, good looking, 
seeks female, 18-40 for fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

388167 . 

MIKE 59, OHAC, seeks female 
companion, any age for days out, 
coast, friendship and laughter. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3878411 $ 

GRAHAM 45, attractive, kind, con¬ 
siderate, seeks soul mate for ro¬ 
mance and loving LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 387771 $ 
46YR old male GSOH, seeking 
fun, outgoing female for relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 389884 $ SB 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


CANTERBURY mature male, 56, 
medium build, GSOH, sign lan¬ 
guage interpreter, seeks slim 
lonely female, 26-44 for LTR. Single 
mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 379673$ 


MALE 50, GSOH, looking for soul 
mate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:387485 $ 

MARK 60, N/S, seeks romantic, 
understanding lady, 47-67 for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387171 $ 

MALE 44, slim, brown hair, en¬ 
joys life, GSOH, seeks female for 
friendship/romance. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387149 $ 
DAVID light hearted, positive, vi¬ 
brant, has high expectation of what 
he can offer a woman, 30-55. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387121 $ 

EASYGOING cheerful male, 64, 
6ft, 13st, blue eyes, educated, ro¬ 
mantic, seeks female, 47-57. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

387087. 

ROMANTIC understanding male, 
62, white, N/S, caring, consider¬ 
ate, seeks black lady, 18-68 for 
LTR Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 387077 $ 

MALE 56, large build, manual 
worker, seeks broadminded, un¬ 
inhibited female for fun and friend¬ 
ship, must be discreet and like na- 
turism. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:387947 $ 

STEVEN likes nights out, coun¬ 
try walks, looking for female for 
■ friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387939 $ 


0906 515 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


Contact members by TEXT! Take a look at our members! 

If an advert has a $ next to it then you can reply When you see a 63 symbol, this mean the 
to this advertiser by text message. Simply send member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver- advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 88833* to receive it straight to your mobile, 
and send it to 78850* 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 



MALE 44, 

dark hair, blue ^ 

eyes, kind, honest, ^ »■ . * 

caring, GSOH^^ J 
OHAC, missing that speMj ^ 
dal person, seeks female, 30^D 
50 for friendship and romance^® 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No^| 
387933$ 

ATTRACTIVE male, early 40’s, 
OHAC, independent, likes the good 
things, seeks warm, sincere, fun lov¬ 
ing female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387635$ 

IAN 51, slight disability, likes singing, 
dancing, rock/roll, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387553 $ 
SINGLE dad, 6ft, medium build, blue 
eyes, WLTM female, 30-40 to en¬ 
joy quality time, walks and meals 
out. Tel No: 0906 5157112 Box No: 
387551 $ 

SEAN likes nights out, seeks female 
for dates, fun times and friendship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
385457 $ 

INTELLIGENT 1950’s pleasant 
male, average height build, GSOH, 
solvent, kind, seeks female for LTR 
and soul mate. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387357 
FUN loving professional male, ear¬ 
ly 40’s, level headed, likes wining/din¬ 
ing, seeks warm, sincere female for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 390104 $ 

STEVE 63, retired, widow, honest, 
reliable, trustworthy, seeks female 
with similar outlook. Tel No-0906 
515 7112 Box No: 387329$ 
ATTRACTIVE white male, 38, seeks 
black/mixed race/Asian female, 26- 
40 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 387317 $ 

48YR old male, own business, medi¬ 
um build, average looks but big heart. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387313$ 

Gay 

Seeking 

IF YOU'RE LOOKING to connect 
and chat with other men look no fur¬ 
ther TXT: GAY601 to 65125 for 3 
chat matches, fun and safe sen/ice. 

(T&C's below) 

Go online - 

www.localgaydate.co.uk 
PETER 65, retired, N/S, grey hair, 

14st, 5ft 8ins, likes CD, seeks dom¬ 
inant male who knows how to treat 
a lady, 40-70. Tel No: 0906 5157112 
Box No: 388453 $ 

MALE 47, very inquisitive and seek¬ 
ing older short haired male to teach 
me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
to: 390460 $ 

MALE 55 medium build, 5ft 8ins, 
likes wrestling, seeks male/males 
for wrestling bouts. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: .388371 
PAUL fit 50’s male seeking male 
over 25yrs for uncomplicated fun 
and friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 388365$ 


CALL CHARGES*: 18+ ONLY 09065/09066 calls cost £1.53 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. 0333 numbers charged at standard network rates. Calls are recorded and may appear on your phone bill. TEXT*: SMS Chat service 18+ only: 65125/88300. 
After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received will be charged at £1.50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text sen/ices are moderated by experienced operators. To stop text STOP to 65125. 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be 
MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. 18+ only: Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message sent. A minimum of Six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs gotowww.localdates-terms.co.uk/. We reserve the right to contact individuals with promotional information. DATA 
PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory pur¬ 
poses. Ads from the Herts and surrounding area, ads may appear in other publications. WC 280312 
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STAGE & ARTS 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 


From Detroit 
to Dartford 

Motown fest 

The Orchard, Dartford 

Monday to Saturday, April 2-7 
01322 220000 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 


EXPERIENCE the energy, 
excitement, emotion and 
electricity as the cast of 
Dancing In The Streets 
performs at The Orchard. 

After spending three years in 
the West End, the show heads 
around the UK, displaying 
some of the greatest songs 
and artists in Motown history. 
This celebration of classic 
music comes straight from the 
heart of Detroit and has been 
directed by Ivor Novello Award- 
winner Keith Strachan. 

Songs will include Heard It 
Through The Grapevine; My 
Girl; Dancing In The Streets; 

I’ll Be There; Signed, Sealed, 
Delivered; I'm Yours; and Stop 
In the Name of Love. 

Music from the likes of The 
Four Tops, Stevie Wonder, The 
Temptations, The Supremes 
and Marvin Gaye will be 
featured. 

Tickets priced from £21.50. 



Reality of the 
ironic comic 

Rich Hall 

The Central Theatre, Chatham 

Friday, 27 April, at 7.30pm 
01634 338338 

www.medwayticketslive.co.uk 


HEAVYWEIGHT comic from 
across the pond Rich Hall is 
popping into Medway as part 
of his new UK tour. 

The Central Theatre in 
Chatham will host the 


American, who is famous for 
his grouchy and deadpan style 
of humour. 

Hall is a well known stand- 
up over here after years of 
TV panel-show appearances 
including Mock The Week, 
Never Mind The Buzzcocks and 
Eight Out Of Ten Cats. 
Described as the master 
of absurd irony and king of 
rapid-fire wit, Hall will discuss 
a variety of topics in his own 
hilarious and unique style, but 
be warned... he tells it just how 
it is. 

Tickets are still available and 
are priced from £16. 


Airport battle 

Artists against 
the nightmare 

Nucleus Art Gallery, 
Chatham high street 

Sat, March 31-Thu, April 5 
www.nucleus-arts.com 


AN art exhibition in Chatham 
high street is designed to 
show the potentially horrific 
impact that a giant hub airport 
in the Thames estuary would 
have on Kent. 


A series of stunning images 
will be on show at Nucleus 
Art Gallery highlighting the 
devastating impact that the 
project would have on Medway 
and the wider countryside. 

Nine artists, including Martin 
Booth, Karl Farrer and Tina 
Lawlor Mottram, have put 
together the exhibition, called 
Beauty Or The Beast. 

The exhibitors call themselves 
the No Thames Airport Artists 
Group and aim to "cut through 
the spin and visualise the case 
against such a development". 
Phone 01634 812108 for more 
information on the exhibition. 




Satire in the city 

Yes, Prime Minister 

The Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury 

Tuesday to Saturday, April 10 -14 
01227 787787 
www.marlowetheatre.com 


THE West End's top comedy hit Yes, Prime 
Minister is heading to The Marlowe Theatre. 
Antony Jay and Jonathan Lynn, the original 
writers of the classic TV series Yes, Minister 
and Yes, Prime Minister, have taken the stage 
version nationwide after receiving huge acclaim. 
The production opened at Chichester Festival 
Theatre before transferring to The Gielgud 
Theatre in the West End for an extended and 
popular run. 

Now heading around the UK, Graham Seed (he 
of The Archers) will play the Prime Minister and 
V For Vendetta star Michael Simkins is Cabinet 
Secretary Sir Humphrey Appleby. 

Tickets are priced from £11 to £29. 


BE PART 


of YOUR 

COMMUNITY 



Advertise 

here 

Call 

01303 

817150 

WWW. 

kentnews 

.co.uk 


Purchase direct from the very best artists and craftmakers in the UK 

CONTEMPORARY 

Craft & Design 

Fair 



KENT COLLEGE 

CANTERBURY 

13-1S April 

12 noon to 5pm Fri • 10am to 5pm Sat & Sun • CT2 9DT • AA Signposted 
FREE PARKING • Admission £4.00 • Over 65’s £3.00 • Under 14 s Free 


www.craftinfocus.com t : 01622 747325 


IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE 


Call 01303 817150 
www.kentnews.co.uk 



New Holidayhome... 
New Lifestyle... 

New Location... 

New Romney 
Caravan Park 


^ Km Rownry 


Make Your 
Dreams 
A Reality 

Experience an award 
winning secluded family 
run park set in the 
glorious Kent countryside 
where everyday is a new 
experience 

Luxurious holiday 
homes available 
from £6995 
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To read this and other property , ^ - ...or smartphone users 

stories visit our property bLog @ hOITifiS k^ L CQ.UK can scan this QR code 


H3£[s] 


National recognition for family team 


A TUNBRIDGE Wells property- 
lettings business has been 
recognised in the national 
Belvoir High Achievers awards, 
which is open to more than 
140 of the company's offices 
throughout the UK. 

Father-and-daughter team 
John and Sadie Haynes, who 
run the Belvoir office at 72 
Camden Road, were presented 
with the Belvoir Acquisition 
Award 2012 at a special 
ceremony. 

The award is in recognition 


of the business's highly- 
successful acquisition of 
another local lettings agency, 
which had traded for 10 years 
and built up a substantial 
portfolio of both managed and 
let-only properties. 

The deal meant that the 
size of their business tripled 
overnight and three members 
of the former agency's staff 
transferred into the Belvoir 
business. 

Belvoir chief executive 
officer Dorian Gonsalves said: 


"After possibly one of the 
busiest years on record for 
John and Sadie, this award 
recognises all the successful 
hard work they put in to 
acquiring a competitor and 
greatly increasing market 
share in their area." 

Joining Dorian at the 
presentation ceremony was TV 
presenter Gyles Brandreth, 
who presented the pair with 
their winner's plaque, 
alongside Belvoir chairman 
Mike Goddard. 



For more details of our available properties please visit our website 
or contact Giles Hirst MRICS. 0845 521 190 
Vvr or www.angela-hirst.com \ t 


New homes could be the 
ideal rental opportunity 


WITH rental values strengthening over the past 
six months and property prices remaining low, 
investors could get an even better yield on new 
properties in Maidstone, according to one local 
letting agent. 

Diane Broomham, sales manager at Maidstone- 
based Sandersons Residential, says investors can 
achieve yields of between 5 and 6 per cent based 
on current values at Redraw's Sutton Woods 
development, which she says is up by as much as 
2 per cent compared with six months ago. 

The two-, three- and four-bedroom homes at 
Sutton Woods, off Sutton Road, are all built to 
Redrow’s specification. 

As new-build homes, they are well equipped 
and easy to maintain, and so will appeal to 
professionals looking to rent. 

Ms Broomham said: “There are some fantastic 
competitive rates now being offered for buy-to- 
let mortgages, which gives investors the oppor¬ 
tunity to consider property as a much better 
return on their capital compared with some oth¬ 
er investment options. 

“With more affordable house prices, rising 
rents and stocks and shares falling below their 
worth, bricks and mortar are a more solid 
investment. 

“The two-, three- and four-bedroom homes at 
Sutton Woods have great rental potential. They 
are brand new and therefore very appealing to 
tenants as they provide a clean blank canvas as 
well as contemporary kitchens and bathrooms. 

“Rental demand from professionals in the area 


is strong and the properties are commutable to 
London thanks to the close proximity to 
Maidstone West station, which is 47 minutes 
from the centre of the capital. ” 

Sandersons Residential estimates that a two- 
bedroom home priced at £158,950 can achieve 
a rental income of £700-£775 per month; a 
three-bedroom house priced from £178,950 an 
average of £850-£950 per month; and a four- 
bedroom townhouse priced at £249,950 an 
average of £1,100-£1,200 per month. 

At Sutton Woods, Redrow’s contemporary ex¬ 
teriors have spacious interiors and flexible lay¬ 
outs and many of the properties include carpets 
and flooring throughout and are open for poten¬ 
tial purchasers to view. 

The homes also offer the potential for further 
cost-saving on fuel bills, being built to comply 
with Level 3 of the Government’s Code For 
Sustainable Homes. This means that tenants will 
benefit from the energy-saving properties of 
solar-power renewable-energy systems, low-use 
water-management systems, low-energy-use 
light fittings and waste-segregation bins to 
encourage recycling. 

Redrow’s homes also come with the NHBC 
10-year Buildmark warranty and two-year 
guarantees on all appliances. 

Built on the site of the former Senacre College, 
off Sutton Road, Sutton Woods is a stylish ven¬ 
ture incorporating areas of open space while 
being just a short walk from Mote Park and con¬ 
veniently close to the town centre. 



"We use homes24 as it 

US and residential sales" J 





Peter Hornor, 

Chartered Surveyor 
& Partner, Brown & Co 


INCREASE RESPONSE WITH 


homesEtco.uk 

your local property portal 


IN PRINT 
ONLINE 
ON MOBILE 
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Major Four Day 



Commencing 16th-19th April 

Over 190 Lots covering the South of England 



Rainham 

Commercial/Residential Premises 
Guide: £80-90,000 



Catalogue Hotline 

(Calls cost 60pper minute at all times) 


09068517744 

View Lots/Download Catalogues 

www.cliveemson.co.uk 


Clive Emson w 


LAND AND PROPERTY AUCTIONEERS 


Local Knowledge - National Coverage 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise (*%) Emailusatclassified@kosmedia.co.uk (^7) Telephone us on 01303 817150 (M) Fax us on 01303 817001 


AIR CONDITIONING 


GENERAL BUILDING 


ELECTRICAL 


AMBA Air Conditioning 


• Car air conditioning service and repair. 

• Mobile service, we come to you. 

» Evening and weekend appointments. 

» See website for prices and special offers. 
' Fully qualified and insured. 

Telephone: 01795 857869 
Mobile: 07808 921942 
www.ambaairconditioning.co.uk 


A K Building 
Services 

ALL ASPECTS 
COVERED BY FULLY 
QUALIFIED 
TRADESMAN. 

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED. 
EXTENTIONS, 
RENOVATIONS & 
GARAGES 

CALL FOR A FREE 
QUOTATION 
01303 770795 
07787 952231 



AERIALS AND SATELLITE 


COMPUTER SERVICES 


FOLKESTONE SATELLITE 
& AERIALS SOLUTIONS 


Digital Aerial and Satellite Installations 

Fault Finding and Poor Reception a speciality 
Extra Points Installed plus Repairs carried out 

( WILL BETTER ANY QUOTATION ) 

Visit our shop at 
184 Dover Road, 

Folkestone CT20 1NX 

01303 488386 07952146102 


Visit our shop at 
184 Dover Road, 
Folkestone CT20 1NX 


> sky HD 


■HD 


GENERAL BUILDING 




TAYLORS 
REFURBISHMENT 
SERVICES LIMITED 

Major house alterations, bathrooms & 
kitchens. Complete house renovations. 
Loft & garage conversions. 
Painting & decorating specialist. 

30 years experience. 

Fully insured, references available 

01303 244425 

07950 26565 1 , 07950 265652 


w) PremOne 

■ LOMrutitii lio 

Services for your Home or Business 

/ Network Installation 
/ Microsoft Sbs 2003 to 2011 Specialists 
/ Computer Supply and Repairs 
/ Upgrades 

/ Virus & Spyware removal 
/ Corporate Antivirus Software providers 
/ Data Recovery 
/ Managed Support Services 
/ Cisco Installation and Support 
/ Backup Solutions 

For a full list please visit www.premone.co.uk 

If you are looking to buy IT Products 
online, please visit our online store 
www.premone.net, over 70,000 products online 



GENERAL BUILDING 


DOUBLE GLAZING 



New Block Paving ranges 

• All types of paving 
(driveways, patios, pathways) 

• Resin-bonded gravel 
•Tarmac & Concrete 

• Full driveway & dropped kerb packages 

• Dropped kerbs 

• Bricklaying & retaining walls 

SHARMAC CIVIL ENGINEERS 

0800 389 4881 • 07957 547 484 

sharmacconstruction.co.uk 

sharmacconstruction@yahoo.co.uk 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms. 
FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 
For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


-J..- 

I DOMESTIC f? 


I DOMESTIC f7\ 
INSTALLERCSr 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


ELECTRICAL 


PAYNE & SON 
ELECTRICAL 

Part P Registered 

Tel: 01795 553633 
Mob: 07931 869263 

• Rewires 

• Inspection & testing 

• No job too big 
or too small 

www.payneandsonelectrical.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 


if j' 

i 



Established 
1985 

FENCING, LANDSCAPE 
& TREE WORK 

• PATIOS • PATHS • PONDS 
•ALSO HEDGE LAYING 

CALL NICK 

07779 723001 
01227 791992 



GENERAL SERVICES 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered ‘ 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 


GENERAL SERVICES 


Create MAXIMUM storage whilst using LESS space! 


~1 



* Made to measure sliding 
wardrobe system 

* Free design & quotation 

* Fitted interiors to customer 
requirements 

» Matching bedroom 
furniture available 

* Safety backed mirror or 
wooden panel doors 

* Choice of solidwood or 
laminated frames 



07725 952521 

www.aa-gliderobes.co.uk 


KITCHEN INSTALLATIONS 


IrVtSbO... Not as expensive 
as you think!!! 




Id till 



or this kitchen la 

995.00 inc. VAT 


Price includes: NEFF multifunction oven, 
induction hob, island extractor, dishwasher, 
and fridge/freezer, plus laminate work 
tops, and stainless steel sink with tap. 

Free innovative design and written 
quotation. 

Full installation service available 

Large range of contemporary. A,- - 

handle-less, and traditional ranges. 

Intoto Kitchens, 21a Lower Bridge Street 
Canterbury CT1 2LG 

01227 451777 

www.intoto.co.uk 

www.intoto.co.uk/showroom/view/canterbury 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise 


Emailusatclassified@kosmedia.co.uk (UJ Telephone us on 01303 817150 (jsJ Fax us on 01303 817001 


PLANNING 


f/c/ 



Ford Focus Specialist 


WE ALSO REPAIR & 
SERVICE ALL OTHER MAKES 
AND MODELS 


FREE pick up and delivery 
within 6 mile radius 

Please call 

01227 711773 
or 07857 285026 

Unit 2A, Boarded House Farm, 
Cantrebury Road, Herne Bay, 
Kent CT6 7LG 


PAINTING & DECORATING 


Are you considering a home makeover or 
refurbishment or do you need to repair 
and maintain your home? 

Restorations helps you plan and create beautiful surroundings. 

Whether you want a new kitchen or bathroom, the interior or 
exterior of your home decorated or repaired, a complete 
refurbishment or minor repairs, we can help. 

Call Geoff on 01227 720114 or 07877 932158 
for an initial discussion. 

Working throughout Kent and East Sussex 
our quotes are free and all work is guaranteed. 
www.fmb.org.uk/member-builders/Restorations-CT3-1RTl 




PLANT AND TOOL HIRE 


visit us @ 
radidplant.com 



_ Rotovators 

ft 

From 


Cement 

Mixers 




M ri ikiUf 


m 


Swale Maidstone 

01795 423505 01622 320039 

Medway »*«• i Canterbury 

01634 540027 01227 250051 


NIGEL SANDS 

- Planning & Building Regulations sought 

- New Homes - Residential Extensions 

- Loft Conversions - FREE initial Consultation 

Oontaet 

01795 495950 


PLASTERING 



T: 01843 592238 M: 07900317038 
E: GeniePBSragmail.com 

★ Plastering ★ Rendering 
★ Painting & Decorating 

★ A lt ASPECTS OF REFURBISHM ENT 
■■■ CARRIED OUT 77T 1 

■JJHl ★ REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
gp ★ FREE QUOTES 


PLASTERING 


MGB Plastering 


Clean & tidy • reliable • friendly service Ut# 

- All aspects of plastering 

- Rendering 

- Stud walls tacking 

- Ceilings 

- Dry lining 

- FREE ESTIMATES 

No job too small | 07710 402501 


PLUMBING 


TJ 


Plumbing & 
Heating Services 



* Service and installation 

* Replacement and repair 

► Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

* Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 


01795 475391 • 07912 940875 


PLUMBING 



PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


RUSSELL’S 

PROPERTY 


REMOVALS 


PAINTING AND DECORATING 
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

• paint stripping 

• plastering repairs 

• gutters cleared, repaired or renewed 

• conservatories, patios, block paving 
and driveways jet washed 

• general garden maintenance 

• sheds, fences and decking treated 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
OAPs DISCOUNT 

Call me today for a competitive price 

01843 596346 

or 

07753 251888 


r 


4 


SHARMAC ROOFING 


Cure it - GRP WATERPROOFING SYSTEM 
A guide to the next 
generation of flat roofing. 

• 20 year materials guarantee 
available 

• Fire retardant 
(E>s476 ext.f.ab) 

• Extremely long lifespan 
(studies show 50+ years) 

•Very durable 

(with withstand foot traffic as I 
standard) 

• Any bs4800 colour with non-slip option 

• No seams, joints or welds 

• Specially formulated for roofing 

• Full training available 

• Can be used for almost any application 

SHARMAC 
ROOFING 

0800 389 4881 
Mobile Surveyor 
07957 547 484 
www.sharmac 
construction.com 



F 


CURE IT 

GRP WATERPROOFING SYSTEM 


REMOVALS 


ALL VAN Services KENT 


Canterbury based Man and Van 

• Small haulage & small removals 

• Storage runs 

• Individuals items 

• Student moves 

• Flat/office moves 

Collection & Delivery 
"The next move is yours" 



Neil 07999 446400 


info@allvanserviceskent.co.uk! 
www.allvanservices.co.uk 


G 


ESI REMOVALS 

Man and Van 

Local, National & International 
Collections and Deliveries 
Office Moves 

House Clearances, Antique furniture bought and sold 
Domestic Cleaning 
Probate 

Licence for Waste Carrier 
Over 16 Years Experience 
CRB Checked - Fully Insured 

Tel: 01843 869233 
Mob: 07527 859124 
esj_removals@hotmail.co.uk 


SECURITY 


SECURITY 

SHREDDING 

SERVICE 



Prevent fraud and securely destroy. 


• utility bills 

• bank statements 

• cheque book stubs 

rLnrm 


credit card statements 
old credit cards 
back-up cds 


n 


TXLTLTLTI 

1 1 


Castles 


Simply call 

0845 071 2351 


SECURITY 

CHRFnniNfi 


for further details 

www.castlesremovals.co.uk 


wjnchmoreTubors 

Ltd 

Home Tuibion in Kenb 

Winchmore Tutors is the only 
Department for Education ‘Quality 
Marked’ tuition agency, offering tailored 
tuition to students across Kent. 

We offer: 

*11+ and common entrance prep 

* KS1 - KS3 tutors 

* GSCE tutors 

* A-level tutors 

* SEN tutors 

Our tutors are interviewed face to face, 
fully screened and vetted, hold valid CRB 
checks and are qualified. 

Our Tunbridge Wells office covers 
Medway, Swale, Sevenoaks, Canterbury 
and the rest of Kent. 


Call Us: 01892 704 139 

www.winchmorebubors.com 
Tubors welcome bo apply 
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ISl«ai]ag*»]asH:» Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 ;-f 

for txxfttrqs arx) Irrlormatini 


Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 


Mamma Mia 
Party 

For over 40s only 

Pontin's Pakefield Holiday 
Village, Suffolk Coast 

Self drive, 3 nights half 
board PLUS 99p Bar 
Quote MP5-KOS 
£99pp 

25 to 28 May, 2012 

Join us for a party where the name 
of the game is fun. We're reviving 
the 70s & 80s when Abba reigned 
supreme and their songs were on 
everyone's lips. We have organised 
a fabulous private party weekend 
featuring Mamma Mia the Movie 
and a top Abba Tribute Band 
playing live. 

Pontin's Pakefield Holiday Village is 
situated on the Suffolk coast near 
Lowestoft. Enjoy a choice of bars 
and eateries, an indoor swimming 
pool, snooker, pool, darts, short 
mat bowls, 9 hole pitch & putt, 
tennis court and more. The 
recently refurbished chalets are all 
single storey and situated on level 
ground, in landscaped grounds 
just a short stroll from the main 



facilities and car parks. All chalets 
have TV, tea/coffee making 
facilities, heating, double glazing, 
en suite bath/shower & toilet, bed 
linen & towels. Included meals are 
taken in the buffet-style cafeteria 
with views over the grounds to 
the sea. 

INCLUDED: 



lvl "e or Bedfordshire 

Good value no kids or teenagers 

Mr Long of Sussex 

Adults only good fun and 
atmosphere -Mrs Davies of 
Nottinghamshire 


Friendly atmosphere, good 
company - no children - Mr 

Gardiner of Kent 


• Mamma Mia the Movie 

• Top Abba Tribute band 

• 99p Bar from 6pm to 9pm 
every night 

• Full Entertainment & Activities 
programme 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation with TV & 
tea/coffee-making facilities 


The whole weekend was brilliant. 

Thank you -Mrs Ferguson of Essex 


Entertainment brilliant 

-MrsMilsted of Suffolk 


- well done 


Value for money, good service 
throughout our stay, staff all very 
helpful and friendly - Mr Scripps of 


w hot GN Holidays'customers said 
about their Mamma Mia Party at 
Pontin's Pakefield in March 



Italian Lakes: 
Como & 
Maggiore 

Escorted Holiday by 
Rail from London, 
*Ebbsfleet & Ashford 

9 days, semi-all-inclusive 
Quote C06/9-K0S 
From £1049pp 

8 June & 28 Sept, 2012 

This super holiday to Italy starts 
with a glass of bubbly at St Pancras 
famous Champagne Bar, before 
travelling by Eurostar and TGV 
train via Paris to Lugano, near Lake 
Como. In Italy, enjoy our all 
inclusive hotel, included 
excursions and the opportunity to 
ride on the famous Bernina 
Express scenic railway. 

INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne check-in 

• Return Eurostar and TGV train 
travel London St Pancras to 
Lugano (*from Ebbsfleet & Ashford 
on request) 

• 1 night hotel B&B in Paris 


outbound 

• 7 nights at the 3-star Britannia 
Excelsior Hotel by Lake Como on 
an all-inclusive basis 


• Included excursions take in 
Bellagio, Varenna, Lake Maggiore 
& the Borromeo Islands 

• All transfers abroad 



Highland Rail 
Inverness & 
Loch Ness 

Escorted Holiday 
by Rail 

6 days, half board 
Quote RS6/9-KOS 
£599pp 

15 June & 6 Sept, 2012 

This super holiday takes in one of 
the world's finest coast-to-coast 
railway journeys - Inverness to the 
Kyle of Lochalsh. Enjoy spectacular 
views from the train all the way. 
Passing Loch Carron, the railway 


clings to the rocky shoreline 
towards the Cuillin Hills and the 
Isle of Skye before reaching 
journey's end - the Kyle of 
Lochalsh. Our holiday starts at 
London Kings Cross where we join 
the train to Inverness. Also 
included is a cruise on Loch Ness. 
INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel from London 
Kings Cross to Inverness 

• 5 nights in the 3-star Royal 
Highland Hotel, Inverness with 5 
breakfast & 5 dinners 

• Rail excursion to the Kyle of 
Lochalsh 

• Loch Ness cruise 


Suffolk Coast 

Midweek 

Breaks 

Pontin's Pakefield 
Holiday Village 
Self-Drive - 4 nights, half 
board 

Quote PM-KOS 
£89pp 

16 & 30 April; 7 & 14 May; 

11 & 18 June, 2012 

Pontin's Pakefield Holiday Village 
is situated on the Suffolk coast 
near Lowestoft. Enjoy 
entertainment every night and 


day with Pontin's famous 
Bluecoats and visiting cabaret acts 
- PLUS a choice of bars and 
eateries, an indoor swimming 
pool, snooker, pool, darts, short 
mat bowls, 9 hole pitch & putt, 
tennis court and more. The 
recently refurbished chalets are all 
single storey and situated on level 
landscaped grounds just a short 
stroll from the main facilities. All 
chalets have TV, tea/coffee making, 
heating, double glazing, en suite 
batIVshower & toilet, bed linen & 
towels. Included meals are taken 
in the buffet-style cafeteria with 
views over the grounds to the sea. 
INCLUDED: 

• 4 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation with TV & 
teatoffee-making facilities 

• 4 dinners & 4 breakfasts 

• Entertainment every day 


Isle of Wight 
Christmas 
Party 2012 

Warner Norton 
Grange Resort 
3 nights, drinks-inclusive 
Quote XN11-KOS 
£199pp 

30 November, 2012 

Christmas wouldn't be Christmas 
without GN Holidays annual 
Christmas Party Extravaganza. The 
2012 event - for over 40s only - 
will be the usual blend of fun and 
festivities. Norton Grange Resort 


will be decked out for the Festive 
season. Mulled wine and mince 
pies will be served on arrival and, 
during your stay, you will enjoy 
Christmas dinner with all the 
trimmings. 

ENTERTAINMENT HIGHLIGHTS: 

• New Year's Eve Party Night 

• GN Holidays Fancy Dress 
Competition 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Free Bar from 6pm to 11 pm 
every night 

• Full Entertainment & Activities 
programme 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation 

• Car ferry crossing 
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■ Mercedes C-Class 
impresses the judges 

■ Passat gets best new 
company car award 

■ Anticipation growing 
for Volvo's diesel hybrid 



BMW’s ugly 
duckling is 
hiding real 
beauty on 
the inside 


Driving 


carsforkent 


co.uk 


By Sam Davison 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

BRITAIN’S roads changed dramatically when 
the original Mini heralded the Swinging Sixties. 

Aside from the standard car, and plush 
booted versions, there were estate, minivan 
and stripped-down Moke jeep variants, too. 

The former British Motor Corporation is said 
to have made a loss on this badge engineering 
though, but expect VW to do all right with its 
clever new city car and forthcoming Seat and 
Skoda spin-offs. 

Called the Up! - and that’s the last time I shall 
use the marketeer’s label by the way, it’s plain 
Up from now on - it can’t be a mould breaker 
like the Mini since similar baby hatchbacks are 
already on the market. 

But none really manages to blend 
practicality, economy, style, cheekiness and 
driving fun quite so well. 

You can realistically drive this city car from 
city to city too thanks to excellent aerodynamics 
and a long wheelbase delivering good 
refinement for such a small vehicle. 

And while it’s affordable (from £7,995) it’s 
got a VW badge - a bit of premium appeal. 

VW says the Up is its first venture into this 
sector, conveniently forgetting the sawn-off 
Polo it once sold as the Lupo, but maybe 
choosing not to compare its cramped cabin with 
the capacious one in the 3.54m-long Up. 

It can carry four adults and give them ample 
head, leg and elbow room, plus a decent boot. 

Buyers might say: “Who needs a second car?” 
though some might wait for the five-door 
version due later this year, although access to 
the three-door’s rear seats is not hard. 

For now, all models use an all-new low 
emission 999cc three-cylinder petrol engine. 

It is surprisingly smooth for that format, while 
capable of averaging more than 60mpg and 
rendering a diesel option pretty pointless - 
don’t rule it out though, and VW has promised 
an all-electric Up for 2013. 

But the petrol would do most people fine, 
whether in 60PS(59bhp) or 75PS (74bhp) 
format. Neither is a hot rod, but you wouldn’t 
expect it, and VW expects most people to save 
cash and go for the 60PS. 

An eco BlueMotion version of this is available 
at a premium of £3 60, which you may recoup 
in fuel savings and by escaping road tax, 
although the whole range is exempt in year one 
anyway. 

Take Up is the entry spec, but mid-range 
Move Up (from £8,9 70) brings air con, electric 
front windows, remote central locking, easy 
entry sliding seats, a false floor for the deep boot 
and much more. 

And if you want to tart up then there’s High 
Up (from £10,390) bringing alloys, some 
leather and lots of electrics, with the limited 
edition black and white versions (£11,180) 
looking suspiciously like VW tilting at the 
lucrative Fiat 500 and Mini customisation 
target market. 



Price: 

£7,995-11,180 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

Reliabilty: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Fiat 500 


Is VW moving on Up to the new 
Mini with this Little incarnation? 



IT’S SMALL 
WONDER: 

VW new baby 
hatchback 
called the Up! 
surprisingly 
offers a large 
amount for a 
car of this size 
and is sure to 
have a serious 
impact its 
tiny rivals 


JJ NOT SURE -J.J 


J jl DON’T LIKE .J.J 

... the name Up!. As with Smart's insistence that 
the brand should be written all lower case, this 
is a silly idea, too. 


... the £11,180 top models looks good value at 
30 per cent more than an entry car - but it cuts 
a dash, though, especially in black. 


jl jl REALLY LIKE J-J 

... how VW has created a practical budget car 
that still upholds its slightly premium badge 
and is nice to drive, too. 
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www.perrys.co.uk/canterbury-vauxhall 


visit 


browse 


ask 


buy 



09 59 Insignia 1.816V Elite 5dr 

Black, Heated Full Leather, Alloy Wheels, Cruise Control, Climate 
Control, Parking Sensors, Rain Sensitive Wipers, 28,885 miles 


Cash 

Deposit 

Amount of 

Price 

Credit 

£9995 

£215 

£9780.60 


60 Monthly 
Payments 

£215.62 


Total Amount 
Payable 

£13,152.20 


Flat 

Rate 


5.75% 


Representative 

12.4% 



1161 Insignia 1.816V SRi 5dr 

White, 18" Alloys, 11,743 miles £12,995 

09 09 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 130 Exclusiv 
Auto 5dr Alloys, Fogs, DAB, 

Technical Grey, 37,192 miles £10,495 

09 09 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 130 Exclusiv 
Auto 5dr Alloys, Fogs, DAB, 

Technical Grey, 16,664 miles £11,495 

10 60 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 130 Exclusiv 

5drTechnical Grey, 35,597 miles £10,995 

10 60 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 130 Exclusiv 

5drTechnical Grey, 29,717 miles £11,295 

09 58 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 Exclusiv 

5dr Sovereign Silver, 26,149 miles£10,795 

09 58 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 Exclusiv 

5dr Panacotta, 30,038 miles £10,295 

10 60 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 Exclusiv 

5dr 18" SRi Alloys, Technical Grey, 

35,683 miles £11,995 

1111 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 Se Nav 
Automatic 5dr Black, 

16,077 miles £14,495 

1111 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi Nav 
Automatic 5dr 

Technical Grey, 13,443 miles £14,495 

1010 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi 5dr 

Black, 22,811 miles £13,295 

1111 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi Nav 

5dr 19" Vxr Alloys, Silver Lake, 

12,047 miles £15,295 

11 61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi Nav 

5dr Vxr Styling Exec Pack, 

20" Alloys,White, 12,160 miles £17,995 

11 61 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi Nav 

5dr Vxr Styling Leather, 20" Alloys, 

Infinity System, Exe Pack, 


White 12,084 miles 

£18,995 

10 60 Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 

Elite Nav Auto 5dr 

Sovereign Silver, 22,877 miles 

£16,495 

1111 Insignia 2.8 T VXR Tourer 

Nav 5dr Btooth, Power Red 
1,944 miles 

£26,995 
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Visit carsforkent.co.uk 



BMW's ugly duckling reveals 
beauty when you get inside 


By Sam Davison 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

IT’S not as if BMW wasn’t told last time, so why 
does its most affordable and perhaps endearing 
model still look like it fell out of the ugly tree? 

The first generation 1-Series hatchback 
was an exercise in how not to design a car; it 
just looked plain awkward, with a saggy, baggy 
sill line literally being the low point of the 
execution. 

Despite the availability of a five-door version, 
it wasn’t particularly practical either. 

Fortunately, its saving graces were typically 
excellent BMW driving characteristics - being 
the only rear-wheel drive car in the family hatch¬ 
back sector - good engines, tax friendliness for 
company car drivers, and a reputation for being 
tough and reliable. 

And BMW has worked hard on those virtues 
for the second generation car launched last year, 
but has again been lazy on the design front. 

The new Mark II five-door - three-door sales 
are met for now by the old model - apes the pro¬ 
file of its predecessor and though it’s lost the 
baggy side-on view, the bluff front end does it no 
favours. 

Get inside this ugly duckling though (priced 
from £19,3 75) and the swan emerges. 

On the practical side, there’s a bigger boot 
and more space in a cabin that also feels solidly 
made with quality materials and trim, and alloy 
highlights. 

It’s easier to get in and out of the back too; you 
didn’t need to be overweight to catch your back¬ 
side on the wheel arch as you climbed into the 
original car. 

Mind you, legroom is still a bit cramped com¬ 
pared with some front-wheel drive rivals. 

The dashboard layout is logical with lots of 
spaces and cubbyholes plus the now obligatory 
aux/USB connections for MP3 players and other 
gadgets, and you feel that BMW has really 
thought through what appeals to executives 


BMW 116i SPORT: PRICE £21,305 





FACT FILE 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Road tax: 

£115/year 

Best rival: 

VW Golf 

Kent dealers 
Broad Oak: 

Ashford 

Canterbury 

Arden: 

Maidstone 
Coopers: 
Tunbridge Wells 
Sevenoaks 

01233 500555 
01227 828888 

01622 717222 

01892 628142 
0845 601 8068 


MAKING ITS 
MARK: The 

BMW 1-Series 
still lacks 
the stunning 
lines of other 
models from 
the German 
car-maker, 
but the 
second 
generation 
still offers a 
fantastic 
drive, with one 
of the best 
interiors to 
found in 
the sector 


or private buyers who have to work long hours 
out of their car. 

With the full array of BMW’s eco-friendly Effi- 
cientDynamics package - stop-start, battery 
regeneration through braking, low rolling re¬ 
sistance tyres, etc - on board plus powerful yet 
energy-efficient petrol and diesel engines, the 
car will also help their company car tax bills or 
private budgets. 

Considering the prices for the premium and 
technical product you get, it is quite miraculous 
too that BMW still makes the car in Germany, 
despite the savings it could make from produc¬ 
ing its smallest model somewhere with lower 
labour costs. 

But the big issue, as ever with BMW, is how 
does the car drive? Beautifully. 

The new 1-Series is wider and feels better 
planted and sprung than the old car, while re¬ 
taining the lovely balance of the front engine, 
long wheelbase and rear-driven wheels. 


It’s easy to then forget the debatable looks and 
just enjoy the drive. The test car was a 116i 
petrol in trendy Sport trim (£21,305). 

This is an all-new engine with a six-speed 
manual gearbox as standard that allows the car 
to be nimble, sporty and thrifty, averaging 
around 50mpg - testament to the power of 
EfficientDynamics - yet still able to hit 62mph in 
8.5 seconds. 

It also makes a powerful argument against go¬ 
ing for diesel; to get equivalent performance and 
trim from a diesel version, you need the 118d 
Sport costing £23,2 70. 

Now that will average around 13mpg more 
than the petrol model, but you will need to do 
many more miles to make the fuel savings claw 
back the car’s extra £2,000 purchase price. 

A caveat to this is that the petrol car will cost 
£115 a year in road tax, while the diesel will be 
free in year one and £30 annually after that, and 
should depreciate more slowly. It’s your call... 


First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 



C-Class upset 
at fleet awards 


BMW’S 3-Series is a UK top-10 
seller, Largely due to company 
sales, but the unsung yet 
impressive Mercedes-Benz 
C-CLass Landed the prestigious 
Fleet News awards' Best 
Premium Car gong instead. 

The verdict was aided by a 
free Elegance to Sport trim 
upgrade, saving up to £1,700 
making the Merc (estate 
pictured) "the ideal choice 
for both drivers and fleet 
managers". 



...and Passat 
scores as well 


FLEET News also decided 
that VW's comparatively 
unglamorous Passat had 
hidden virtues - the title made 
it Best New Company Car 
overall as well as Best Upper 
Medium Car winner. 

The top award is decided by 
those at the coal face - fleet 
operators, particularly mindful 
of operating costs and resale 
values. Individual awards are 
decided by a panel of industry 
experts. 



Volvo turns on 
to eco drivers 

VOLVO won't Launch its plug-in 
diesel hybrid version of the V40 
fastback estate until November 
-the first of its kind. 

But the model has already 
been judged the UK's most 
highly-anticipated green 
car, according to 
TheGreenCarWebsite.co.uk, 
collecting more than 30 per 
cent of visitors' votes. 

Second place went to the 
Chevrolet Volt/Vauxhall 
Ampera with just 11 per cent. 
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Finance 
made flexit* 

LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 



^ Choose vour car ^ Choose your deposit Q Choose your term PLUS Lifetime warranty 

Select any new Vauxhall * Any deposit. We'll give you at From 24 to 60 months and you Lifetime 100,000 mile warranty*. 

least £500 to get you started ** own the car at the end of the term. First registered owner. 


Pomphreys 
0800146 039 


London Road, 

Bapchild 

Kent 

ME9 9AQ 


www.pomphreys.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data - Fuel Consumption Figures mpg (litres/IOOkm): New Astra SRi hatchback: Urban: 28.5 (9.9) - 60.1 (4.7), Extra-urban: 49.6 (5.7) - 80.7 (3.5), 
Combined: 39.2 (7.2) - 72.4 (3.9). C02 emissions 169 - 104g/km. 

*Not available on Expression, ES, ESTech models. **Finance Deposit Allowance not available on Astra GTC. Model shown is New Astra SRi 5dr. Finance provided by Vauxhall Finance, a trading style of GMAC UK pic, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Finance is subject to status, terms and conditions. 
Applicants must be 18 years or over. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only excluding B2B). All other customers are excluded. Offer available on orders or registrations before 19 December 2011. tVauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime 
ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. 


Pomphreys Price 

Guaranteed in more ways than you’d expect 

We don’t just guarantee you an amazing personal service. We also guarantee that every 
price represents genuine value for money and comes with the trust you expect from a 
company that has served the local community for over 40 years. 



Over 9 cars 

under 

£4000 


Over 8 


Over 11 

Nearly 

new cans 


3dr 


• Metro Blue • 51,000 miles 


Drive away for only 

£3995 


Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 MTA 

• Black Sapphire • 40,000 miles 

Drive away for only 

£4995 


1111 Vauxhall Astra 1.8 SRi 
X Pack Sports Hatch 

• Black Sapphire • 8,500 miles 

H& £11995 

Save £8250 


1111 Vauxhall Corsa 
1.2 Excite 5dr 

• Glacier White • 5,000 miles 

8& £10995 

Save £3875 


[ Over40 

1 Network 1 

Qcars 


Against price new 


Against price new 


Can’t see the car you want? I 2 Years/40,000 miles on aii ex-demo 

Just call us, we’ll find it. I FREE Servicing vehicles 



Scan with your Smartphone 
to view all our used car 
stock with pictures and 
full specifications. 



London Road, Bapchild, 

Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 9AQ 

01795 476222 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 

Motability 



VAUXHALL 
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Call Perrys Now 

and hear how easy it can be to drive 
away in a new car. Don’t worry if your ( 
credit history is less than perfect, ^ 
Perrys will do more than most to help 
you drive the car you really want. 


Pali Canterbury 01227 636 892 
Broadstairs 01843 448 348 
NOW Oil Dover 01304448 389 


14.9%APR A 



Representative 


This advert replaces any previously 
advertised offers. Finance subject to 
5. Terms & conditions apply. 


Perrys of Canterbury Island Road, Sturry. Canterbury, Kent, CT2 OEZ 

www.perrys.co.uk/canterbury-vauxhall 

Perrys of Broadstairs Westwood Road, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 2NP 

www.perrys.co.uk/broadstairs-vauxhall 

Perrys of Dover Honeywood Parkway, White Cliffs Business Park, Whitfield, Dover, Kent, CT16 3PT 

www.perrys.co.uk/dover 



'A? 





FIAT PUNTO 1.2 POP 3DR 


List Price 

£9,900 

Fiat Contribution 

£1,000 

Offer Price 

£8,900 




PUNTO SUPPORTS 

V BRITISH 

o>5cvcuns 


The new Punto 1.2 Pop 3dr is now available at just £8,900. But it’s more than 
just a pretty price. It’s the car that supports cyclists everywhere including 
Geraint Thomas MBE. It also comes with some pretty impressive features like 
body coloured bumpers and skirts, MP3 compatible stereo and Start&Stop. 
So get on your bike and book yourself a test drive at Northgate Fiat today. 



NORTHGATE FIAT, 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, VAUXHALL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
CANTERBURY, KENT, CT1 1 YY. TEL: 01 227 828200 W W W. N 0 R T H G AT E - FI AT. C 0 . U K 


Fiat. The car brand with the lowest average C0 2 emissions in Europe! Fuel consumption figures for 
the Fiat Punto 1.2 8v Pop in mpg (1/100km): Urban 42.2 (6.7); Extra Urban 64.2 (4.4); 
Combined 54.3 (5.2). C0 2 emissions 123 g/km. Terms & Conditions apply. Whilst stocks last. Retail customers only. Not available 
in conjunction with any other offer. Fiat contribution available on selected Punto models only. Prices correct at time of printing. Offer may be varied and 
withdrawn at any time. Subject to availability. March 2012 offer. tSource: JATO Dynamics. Based on volume-weighted average CO2 emissions (g/km) of the 
best selling brands in Europe, full year 2011. 


APS&ilu 


I NISSAN/! 

CAREDAf 


YOU GAN TELL 
WHEN A USED 

CAR IS CARED4. 


ClMCkft 

Minimum • 1 mnnlMi 


1. (LicnAnga pftNinM 
4 Vtou » Ni6«iin CARE commitment 



Book a test drive today 

Baileys Canterbury 

Westminster Road. Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel: 0844 854 8848 




Find tit on 

Facebook 
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Specialising in 
Cambelt 
Replacement 

• Vehicle Servicing • General Repairs 
• Cambelt Replacements • 10% discount with this advert 

All repair work guaranteed • Drop & Shop Service 

Free Local Collection & Delivery 


11*1007 QCflQEQ info@jdcambelts.co.uk 
U III/ Oft lolu www.jdcambelts.co.uk 


a 01303 817135 



The fast way to 
find your next car 



CarsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a car in the County 
POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


We’ve taken in so many cars in part exchange in A/larch, 
we now have a vast selection of quality used cars 



08 Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI CR Elegance 
(170BHP) 5-Dr Hatchback 

Finished in Steel Grey Metallic with 
Black Leather interior 114,995 



11 Skoda Fabia 1.4 TSI (180BHP) 
vRS S2000 5-Dr Hatchback 

Finished in Red Mica Two Tone 
with a Red Cloth interior 113,995 



07 Skoda Superb 1.9 TDI PD 100 
Classic 4-Dr Saloon 

Finished in Brilliant Silver Metallic 
with a Black Cloth interior 17,995 



09 Skoda Fabia 1 1.2 HTP 6V (60 
BHP) 5-Dr Hatchback 

Finished in Red Metallic with a 
Black Cloth interior 15,995 


08 Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI CR Elegance 
(170BHP) 5-Dr Hatchback 

Steel Grey Metallic 14,500 miles* Manual 
Diesel tl4,995 

10 Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI CR vRS 5-Dr 
Hatchback 

Black Magic Metallic 20,500 miles* Manual 
Diesel tl4,995 

11 Skoda Fabia 1.4 TSI (180BHP) vRS S2000 
5-Dr Hatchback 

Red Mica Two Tone 6,500 miles* DSG 
Petrol tl3,995 

11 Skoda Octavia 1.6 TDI CR S 5-Dr 
Hatchback 

Corrida Red 40,000 miles* Manual 
Diesel tl0,995 

09 Skoda Fabia 3 1.6 16V (105 BHP) 5-Dr 
Estate 

Satin Grey Metallic 9,156 miles* Automatic 
Petrol 1:9,995 

11 Skoda Fabia 1.2 (70 BHP) SE 5-Dr 
Hatchback 

Silver Metallic 6,900 miles* Manual 
Petrol t8,995 

07 Skoda Superb 1.9 TDI PD 100 Classic 4-Dr 
Saloon 

Brilliant Silver Metallic 38,700 miles* Manual 
Diesel 1:7,995 

10 Skoda Fabia 1.2 (60 BHP) S 5-Dr 
Hatchback 

Grey Metallic 17,500 miles* Manual 
Petrol t7,495 

06 Skoda Roomster 1.9TDI PD 3 5-Dr MPV 

Blue Metallic 30,020 miles* Manual 
Diesel t6,995 

06 Skoda Octavia 1.9 TDI PD Ambiente DSG 
5-Dr Hatchback 

Beige Metallic 45,700 miles* Automatic 
Diesel t6,495 


08 Skoda Fabia 1 1.2 HTP 6V (60 BHP) 5-Dr 
Hatchback 

Brilliant Silver Metallic 33,500 miles* Manual 
Petrol t5,995 

09 Skoda Fabia 1 1.2 HTP 6V (60 BHP) 5-Dr 

Hatchback 

Red Metallic 22,500 miles* Manual 

Petrol t5,995 

07 Skoda Fabia 1 1.2 HTP 6V (60 BHP) 5-Dr 

Hatchback 

Brilliant Silver Metallic 46,500 miles* Manual 
Petrol t5,495 


OTHER MAKES 

09 Nissan Micra 1.5 dCi 25th Anniversary 
(86PS) 3-Door Hatch 

Red Metallic 26,116 miles* Manual 
Diesel t6,995 

06 Mazda MX-5 2.0 Sport 2-Door 
Convertible 

Copper Red 66,000 miles* Manual 
Petrol 1:6,795 

09 Suzuki SX4 1.6 SZ4 4-Door Saloon 

Red Metallic 39,080 miles* Manual 

Petrol t5,995 

03 Mini Cooper 1.6 3-Door Hatchback 

Pure Silver Metallic 60,932 miles* Manual 
Petrol t5,495 

06 Fiat Grande Punto 1.3 16v Multijet 90 
Dynamic 3-Door 

Alternative Green Metallic 44,500 miles* 
Manual Diesel t4,495 

03 Toyota Corolla 1.8 VVTL-i T Sport 5-Dr 

Silver Steel Metallic 69,000 miles* Manual 
Petrol t3,995 

03 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 Elegance 5-Door 
Hatchback 

Mirage Metallic 34,500 miles* Automatic 
Petrol t2,795 


• Motability Motability available on selected vehicles - no advance payment • Motability 



1000s of Kent cars 
for sale online 24-7 


© Check out the prices 
of new and used car 
valuations 

Search for your 
local car dealer 


© Find the latest car 
reviews and test 
drives on new cars 


Get a car loan quote 
and calculate your 
repayments 


Use www.CarsforKent.co.uk where 
you can search through 1,000s of 
cars for sale across the county. 

Online you can view full car details, 
location map and seller’s details, plus 
road tests and a finance calculator to 
work out monthly payments. 


Servicing Tyres Cambelts Exhausts We work on 

fromonhr from only fr .°™°" ly and ALL Makes 

L99 L29 L299 Batteries and Models 

Adamsons of Deal and Dover 

137a Dover Road, Walmer, Deal, Kent Tel: 01304 381 300 

A family run business serving the area since 1975 www.adamsons-skoda.CO.uk 

A 



CarsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find your next car 

ARCHANtI KOS MEDIA 


Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/100km) for the Skoda range: Urban 19.2 (14.7) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 36.2 (7.8) - 94.2 (3.0), 
Combined 27.7 (10.2) - 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions for the Skoda range 237 - 89g/km. 
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Caffyns now stock 

MORE 

than just Vauxhalls 






59 Renault Twingo 11 Freeway. 3 Dr. Silver 8.773 mis .. £4.995 

10 Renault Twingo 1 1 Freeway. 3 Dr Met Blue. 6.405 mis £5.495 

09 Nissan Micra 1.4 Ltd2Sth Edition. 3 Dr Grey. 2Q9S3 mis £5.995 
09 Peugeot 207 14 S HDi. 5 Dr Silver 26lS81 mis _._ £7,295 


large selection of used Vaux 

caffynsvauxhal' ' 


I 


WsSWprisQ Used vehicle heaven 

® @ © © d) (D © 



Caffyns VauxhaU Ashford 01233 878321 vauxhall 

Monument Way. Orbital Par*. Ashford TN24 OHB 


BE PART 

of YOUR 

COMMUNITY 




Advertise 

here 

Call 

01303 

817150 

WWW. 

kentnews 

.co.uk 


SERVICE | | 


YOUR ALL MAKES' service centre in thanet 


• KIA • HYUNDAI • VOLKSWAGON • CHEVROLET • 
•CITREON • FIAT • HONDA • TOYOTA • MAZDA- 
• FORD • AUDI • VOLVO • MINI • VAUXHALL • 


SERVICING (upto 3 years old) 

Under 1599cc .from £125 

1600cc - 1999cc .from £145 

2000cc - 2299cc .from £165 

SERVICING (over 3 years old) 

Under 1599cc .from £89 

1600cc - 1999cc .from £109 

2000cc - 2299cc .from £130 

MOT TEST (when done with service) .BO 

ANTI-FREEZE.B5 

AIR CON REGAS .£49 

TYRES (free fitting, valve & balance) .from £29 

BATTERIES (3 year warranty) .from £59 


For vehicles over 2300cc please call for a quote, all offers are for a limited time only. 
Terms and conditions apply 





412 Northdown Rd, Cliftonville, Margate CT9 3PG 

CALL NOW 0800 294 8995 


www.palmbay.co.uk 

Offers are for a limited time only. Terms and conditions apply. Please visit our website for further information. 



FIAT PUNTO 1.2 POP 3DR 

47 Monthly Payments 

£149 

List Price 

£9,900 

Duration of Contract 

48 months 

Customer Deposit 

£499 

Optional Final Payment (inc option fee of £285) 

£3,313 

Fiat Contribution 

£1,000 

Total Amount Payable by customer 

£10,815 

Offer Price 

£8,900 

Rate of Interest (Fixed) 

7.22% 

Amount of Credit 

£8,401 

Representative 8.3% APR 


The new Punto 1.2 Pop 3dr is more than just a pretty price. It’s the car that 
supports cyclists everywhere including Geraint Thomas MBE. It also comes 
with some pretty impressive features like body coloured bumpers and skirts, 

MP3 compatible stereo and Start&Stop. So get on your bike and book yourself 
a test drive at Northgate Fiat today. 

NORTHGATE FIAT, 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, VAUXHALL INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
CANTERBURY, KENT, CT1 1YY. TEL: 01227 828200 WWW.NORTHGATE-FIAT.CO.UK 

Fiat. The car brand with the lowest average C0 2 emissions in Europet Fuel consumption figures for the 
Fiat Punto 1.2 8v Pop in mpg (l/100km): Urban 42.2 (6.7); Extra Urban 64.2 (4.4); Combined 54.3 (5.2). 

C0 2 emissions 123 g/km. Terms & Conditions apply. Whilst stocks last. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. 
With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage 
(A charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 6,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition. Offer subject to status. A guarantee or indemnity may be 
required. Fiat Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough SL1 ORW. We work with a number of creditors to provide finance to our customers, including Fiat Financial 
Services. March 2012 offer. Fiat contribution available on selected Punto models only. Prices correct at time of printing. Offer may be varied and withdrawn at any 
time. Subject to availability. tSource: JATO Dynamics. Based on volume-weighted average C0 2 emissions (g/km) of the best selling brands in Europe, full year 2011. 


PUNTO SUPPORTS 

V BRITISH 
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To advertise in this section B 01303 817135 
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FOOTBALL 

The perils of playing the location game 
as Gills ponder Priestfield future again 

Paul Scally might be desperate to move his club to a new stadium, but as Fred Atkins writes, 
moving any side out of its heartland is a major gamble... as other teams have found to their cost 


THERE doesn’t seem to be a lot of love around for 
the Priestfield Stadium. 

In 2004, a survey by the Observer newspaper 
named it as the worst ground in the Football 
League and described it as “the biggest dump in 
English football”. 

Rival fans said it: “Makes Middlesbrough look 
like Monte Carlo” and that as a venue it “never 
fails to live down to expectations”. 

One particularly vituperative critic said: “It 
used to be nothing more than a couple of cow¬ 
sheds knocked together. The away end has two 
Portakabins for toilets and the worst catering out¬ 
side Selhurst Park. The walk from the train sta¬ 
tion is like walking through the Shangri-La Cara¬ 
van Park just after closing time.” 

Urban sophisticate Peter Crouch isn’t an ad¬ 
mirer either, describing the fans as, “hillbillies in 
the film Deliverance”. 

And this week Paul Scally declared there was 
“no sustainable future” for Gillingham at the 
venue they’ve sustained a club at for 109 years. 

You can understand why Scally might cast an 
envious eye over Brighton’s new stadium in Falm- 
er, but for every successful relocation, there’s a rich 
man’s folly like Darlington’s Arena, or Nene Park, 
which eventually helped bleed the life out of Rush- 
den Town and Irthlingborough Diamonds and is 
now threatening to do the same to Kettering. 

The economic arguments for moving to pur¬ 
pose-built arenas always sound compelling, but 
are often based on over-optimistic projections of 
just how many fans a new venue will attract. 

And by moving a football club out of the com¬ 
munity it grew out of, something is lost that it’s 
impossible to quantify. 

Only four senior football grounds have been 
built in Kent since World War Two. 

Two, Dartford’s Princes Park and Maidstone’s 
unfinished Gallagher Stadium were built in or 
near town centres, to replace grounds that 
should never have been bulldozed in the first 
place (like Brighton’s Goldstone Ground). 

The other two illustrate just how badly reloca¬ 
tion can backfire. 

Sittingbourne’s Central Park is the archetypal 
white elephant, a venue that literally went to the 
dogs. It may only be a mile out of the town cen¬ 
tre, but it might as well have been in a different 
borough judging by Brickies’ attendances over 
the past few seasons. 

Ashford’s Homelands is, in terms of facilities, 
one of the best grounds in Kent, but you can get 
a train to Lille in the time it’ll take you to walk 
there from Ashford station, while Mike Floate, 
author of the book Non League Football Grounds 
of Kent describes it as demonstrating “almost 
everything that can go wrong” with a football 
ground. 

Priestfield’s location by contrast is right in the 
middle of the most densely populated area of the 
county. Tens of thousands of people live within 
walking distance and if Gillingham did move 
there’s no guarantee they would follow them. 

At Darlington the word ‘unsustainable’ is now 
used to describe the 25,000-seat arena, where 
barely 1,000 fans watch a floundering team. 

Gillingham have historically attracted a hard 
core of 3,000 fans, even when results are bad. 
What happens if they move to a 20,000-seat are¬ 
na the die-hards can’t walk to any more? 


Pictures: ADY KERRY 



OUT WITH THE OLD?: Peter Crouch doesn't like Priestfield and Observer readers aren't keen, but what would Gillingham lose if they move out? 


Scally raps out warning over club’s future 


GILLINGHAM chairman PaulScally's has 
written to all 55 members of Medway Council 
claiming there is no "sustainable future for 
Gillingham Football Club on its current site" 
and urging them to reject a scheme to develop 
Medway Docks because it could ruin the club's 
chances of building a new stadium at Mill Hill. 

Scally says a report by Medway Council into 
a possible new venue for Gillingham identified 
land at Medway Docks, owned by Peel 
Holdings, as "the most appropriate site in 
Medway by far". 

A plan to relocate Gillingham there was 
drafted, but the scheme was delayed by the 
recession and a wrangle over the need for 
"enabling development", specifically a 
supermarket. 

Scally writes that he was incredulous to 
find revised plans had been drafted for the site 
in September 2011, which ignored the football 
club. 

He says: "To the utter astonishment of the 
club, its advisors and others, and without any 
notification or discussion, the club heard of an 
exhibition in Medway, at which Peel were 
presenting to the public their plans to develop 
the southern area of their site. 

"Their plans included all the facilities of the 
club’s proposed scheme, ie. food retail, hotel, 
conference facility, leisure and so on, but 
excluded any mention of the stadium." 

Gillingham have since agreed an option on a 
40-acre site at Mill Hill, but Scally claims that 
if Peel's revised scheme is allowed to proceed 



SCALLY: Appeal to councillors over plans 

it could blow the club's plans to build a 
stadium elsewhere out of the water. 

He wrote: "We accept that as the landown¬ 
er, Peel are at liberty to submit any applica¬ 
tion that they so wish, but if the Peel scheme 
as presented gains approval, especially with 
the food retail element included - the most 
valuable enabling development available 


currently - it would be virtually impossible to 
construct a new stadium for the football club 
in Medway as there would be insufficient 
enabling development funding left available 
from other facilities." 

A clear warning followed: "I wanted to take 
this opportunity to outline to you, and to all 
members, the very serious position the club 
has found itself in, effectively frozen out of a 
site and scheme which it believed it was 
making progress on. 

“It is essential members realise a new 
stadium in Medway cannot be developed 
without firstly a site but also, and more 
significantly, without appropriate enabling 
development, ie. residential, food retail, 
conferencing and hotel use, and bulky goods 
retail." 

Scally claims that while there is interest in 
a supermarket on the Mill Hill site, it is 
contingent on the Peel scheme being rejected, 
writing "there is no market for two such 
retailers in such close proximity". 

And his parting shot to members effectively 
claimed the club's future was at stake. 

"I therefore urge you all, if your wishes are 
still to ensure your local football club remains 
as part of the community in Medway, to 
ensure the Peel planning application is 
rejected in its current form; at least until 
members are able to fully consider the 
alternative proposals that will be submitted 
on Mill Hill, in conjunction with one of the 
national developers as partners," he said, 
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MOTORSPORT 

New name, same team, as 
Redstone gun for glory 



By Fred Atkins 

sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

MOTORSPORT fans will be chomping at the bit 
this weekend as the British Touring Car Champi¬ 
onship kicks off at Brands this weekend, usher¬ 
ing in a hectic season for petrol heads at the Kent 
circuit. 

Kent’s own Motorbase Performance team will 
be competing under a new name for the very first 
time. 

Redstone, an IT and communications compa¬ 
ny, have become the Wrotham-based team’s 
new title sponsor. 

The new Redstone Racing team was officially 
unveiled last week, with Mat Jackson, Liam Grif¬ 
fin and Aron Smith as its drivers. 

After narrowly missing out on last year’s 
teams’ and drivers’ crowns, Redstone are plan¬ 
ning their most ambitious tilt at the champion¬ 
ship yet, running three Ford Focus STs with 
Mountune-built Next Generation Touring Car 
engines. 

David Bartrum, the team principal, said: 
“We’re thoroughly looking forward to this sea¬ 
son, having learnt a lot about the cars last year 
and over the winter. 

“Our pre-season plans have gone well and 
we’re looking forward to round one with cau¬ 
tious optimism. 

“Clearly, other teams have been working hard 
too with WSR turbo charging its BMWs and Dy¬ 
namics, 888 & Pirtek moving over to the NGTC 
regulations. 

“I’m sure they will be up to speed very quickly 


and hopefully it will be a very competitive season 
that we all enjoy.” 

Other Kent riders competing include Dart- 
ford’s Tony Gilham, racing in a Honda Civic for 
Team HARD. 

“There’s never a dull moment when the BTCC 
races and the lay-out there means the crowds 
can view the whole lap unfold,” Gilham said. 

“It’s going to be a big weekend for my team 


and I’m targeting top ten results. 

“But I’m setting the goals high because I have 
a proven car and a very capable bunch of people 
behind me.” 

The supporting events will include the Ginetta 
Junior, Ginetta GT Supercup, Porsche Carrera 
Cup GB and Renault Clio Cup championships. 
Among those racing will be Nicolas Hamilton, 
younger brother of FI hero Lewis Hamilton. 


CRICKET 


MOTORSPORT 


Ex-Kent skipper follows in 
father’s footsteps at charity 


FORMER Kent and England captain 
Chris Cowdrey has been named as 
the new president of The Lord's 
Taverners, the UK's Leading youth 
cricket and disability sports charity. 

"I am delighted and honoured to 
be made The Lord's Taverners 
president," he said. "I have been a 
member since my playing days and 
I'm proud to be part of cricket's 
favourite charity which does so 
much for disadvantaged and 
disabled young people." 

Cowdrey is the third former 
England captain to become 
president of the organisation since 
it was was established in 1950 in 
the Tavern at Lord's, after his 
father, Colin, and Mike Gatting. 

"I hope to last a Little Longer than 
the previous time I followed in 
dad's footsteps," Cowdrey quipped, 
a reference to the 1988 series 
against the West Indies when he 
was appointed England captain, 
injured after a single Test at 
Headingley and never selected for 
England again. 

Cowdrey succeeds film critic 
Barry Norman in the role. 

Chris and Colin were only the 
second father-son combination to 



COWDREY: Taverners president 

captain England, following Frank 
and George Mann. 

He played six Tests for England 
and was part of David Gower's side 
that won 2-1 in India in 1984-85. 

Nearly all his county cricket was 
played at Kent and he captained the 
county from 1986 to 1990, before a 
brief spell with Glamorgan. 


Race ace Williams eyes 
MG Trophy podium spot 


THE MG Trophy season begins 
next weekend, with Ashford driver 
David Williams determined to 
improve on his impressive third 
place finish in his class last year. 

"Testing has been going well 
and the car feels good," he said. 

"I was pleased with last year's 
result and I am optimistic that I can 
start to build on that when the 
season begins at Donington Park 
on ApriL 8." 

Williams, a director of Ashford- 
based Cascade Print Systems, 
drove his MG ZR160 to joint-third 
overall in the C class last season, a 
more than respectable perform¬ 
ance for someone who only began 
racing in 2006. 

A Late starter after being advised 
not to race in his early thirties when 
he was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis, Williams has since been 
quick to make his mark. 

Named as the most improved 
series driver for 2011, he is Likely be 
a name to watch as this season 
gets under way and will be 
competing Locally when the series 
moves to Westerham track Brands 
Hatch over the May Bank Holiday 
weekend. 



WILLIAMS: Looking for improvement 

He drives a race prepared MG ZR 
160 with a 1.8 Litre engine that has 
been super-chipped to take it from 
160bhp to 175bhp. 

The cars have to stay as close as 
possible to the manufacturer’s 
specifications and can only use 
road-going race tyres. 

After Brands the series takes in 
Silverstone, Oulton Park, Thruxton 
and Snetterton. 

Anyone interested in sponsoring 
him should call 01303 817400 or 
email david@cascade.uk.com 


NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL 



WITH FRED ATKINS 


r i 

Trouble, but of 
who’s making? 

HOW should you report on anti¬ 
social behaviour at football 
matches? 

During the Thatcher era, football fans 
were portrayed by the Likes of Kelvin 
McKenzie at the Sun as being one step 
removed from amoeba, but when the 
political wind changed stories that would 
once have had the average Daily Mail 
reader foaming at the mouth were hushed 
up, as England mounted doomed bids to 
host the World Cup. 

Significant violence went almost 
unreported and it was possible to watch 
the entire 2006 tournament and swallow 
the myth that England fans were all 
renaissance men on some kind of cultural 
exchange, as opposed to topless simple¬ 
tons showing off their moobs and singing 
songs about the IRA. 

In the past decade the most serious 
incident I witnessed at a non-League game 
was a fan throwing a can of Lager at a rival 
goalkeeper during a Kent League Cup final. 

It wasn't exactly clever, but it must 
have been a slow news week at a rival 
publication because they treated this as 
front page news and raised the spectre of 
hooliganism returning. 

My report mentioned the incident and 
said that the game, played on a day when 
there were no Football League fixtures, 
had attracted a number of fans from 
London clubs, some of whom were 
singing slightly un-PC songs but none of 
whom were causing trouble. 

The following week an anonymous 
Letter appeared in the post, purporting to 
be from an organisation called MillwalL In 
The County of Kent, claiming this report 
was a travesty and protesting the Lions' 
name had been dragged through the mud. 

I had a pretty good idea who the author 
was, knew he wasn't speaking for MillwalL 
officially and was also pretty sure he'd not 
been at the game, which meant he wasn't 
in a strong position to pass judgement on 
something he hadn't actually seen. 

I wasn't at Herne Bay last Saturday so I 
can't comment on the alleged boorish¬ 
ness that took place during their FA Vase 
semi-final first leg with West Auckland, 
but most of the reports I read Led on the 
football angle and seemed to keep 
everything in proportion. 

This included the report on Bay's official 
website, which to the club's credit refused 
to sweep the incidents under the carpet. 

While Herne Bay's manager Simon 
Halsey understandably wanted to talk 
about the football, he did say that when 
you have 2,000 people gathered some¬ 
thing's could kick off, particularly if there's 
alcohol involved. 

At the exact moment that game kicked 
off I was walking past a 'family' pub, where 
parents were swearing at their pitbulls and 
Letting their own cigarette smoke blown 
into the faces of their offspring. At a 
football ground this would constitute anti¬ 
social behaviour. 

In a Maidstone alehouse it just 
isn't news. 

















£5000 

minimum 


part 

exchange 

allowance 



on the Brand New 
Meriva1.4Turbo Excite 

S £12,965 

Just bring in your part exchange 
ANY AGE, ANY CAR, ANY CONDITION 


CALL US, AND BOOKYOURTEST DRIVETODAY! 


Perrys of Canterbury 

Perrys of Broadstairs 

Perrys of Dover 


Island Road 

Westwood Road 

Honeywood Parkway 


Sturry 

Broadstairs 

White Cliffs Business Park 


Canterbury 

Kent 

Whitfield 


CT2 0EZ 

CT102NP 

CT163PT 


01227636 882 

01843448328 

01304448387 

'*1 

VAUXHALL 

www.perrys.co.uk/canterbury-vauxhall 

www.perrys.co.uk/broadstairs-vauxhall 

www.perrys.co.uk/dover-vauxhall 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 67.3 
(4.2), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 20.6 (13.7) - 80.7 (3.5). Remissions: 324 - 94g/km. 

*Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. Offers are available for registrations between 20.12.11 and 02.04.12 subject to availability and are available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only). Savings 
shown are against list price at time of publication, for details refer to Vauxhalls current price guide. All other sales categories are excluded; cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all retailer stocks. UK-supplied vehicles only. Offers are available for registrations between 20.12.11 
and 02.04.12 subject to availability and are available to private individuals and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only). Savings shown are against list price at time of publication, for details refer to Vauxhalls current price guide. All other sales categories are excluded; cannot be used in conjunction with any other 
offer. Offers may not apply to all retailer stocks. UK-supplied vehicles only. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. #Model shown Meriva SE starts from £18,230 
















